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The Japanese Lantern 

  My Dad was born in Bloom-

ington, Indiana on April 9, 

1925, the oldest of 3 sons. 

When he was 18 he was draft-

ed into the Army during 

World War II and served in 

the Philippines and at the end 

of the war with the Occupa-

tion Forces in Japan. Seeing 

the devastation and the need 

for the gospel to be preached 

in Japan, he returned to Abi-

lene Christian College where 

he got a degree in Bible with 

the GI bill to prepare himself 

as a missionary.  He met Nor-

ma Lee Church, my mother 

during school and decided 

after graduation that they 

should marry and go together 

as missionaries to Japan.  I 

was born in 1950 and they 

took me to Japan where they 

remained 15 years as mission-

aries. Largely due to my par-

ents influence and example, I 

decided to be a missionary as 

well. 

    When Dad returned to the 

U.S. in 1965, he preached for 

awhile, but decided to work in 

the business world while serv-

ing the church.  He served as 

an elder in 2 different congre-

gations, a Bible class teacher 

for many years, and as a dea-

con for a short time.  Upon 

retirement, Dad and Mom 

moved to Memphis to be near 

my sister, Joyce, and her fami-

ly.  Mom got lymphoma can-

cer and in February, 1999, 

passed on to her reward.  Dad 

eventually moved to Nashville 

to be closer to his brother Bob 

and family. Over time, after 

Dad lived in several assisted 

care living facilities, his health 

deteriorated to where he had 

to have full-time care.  My 

Uncle Bob and Cousin David 

Carrell were frequent visitors 

to Dad’s bedside in his last 

days. The Wednesday before 

Dad died, David was there 

holding his hand when he 

could barely speak, but talking 

with him about the glories of 

heaven to come. He passed on 

to “the other side” on April 6, 

2013, just 3 days before his 

88th birthday. 

After returning from my US 

trip to visit Dad, my wife dis-

covered her cancer had re-

turned, so she had to be hospi-

talized on April 2nd.  I was 

working hard to get our my 

last report when word came 

that my father had died in 

Nashville.  So although I con-

sidered another trip to Nash-

ville for Dad’s funeral, it was 

clear than my wife needed me 

to be here in Japan, so I chose 

to remain in Japan. 

   While in the States, Dad and I 

had discussed his wishes for his 

funeral. He wanted to be cre-

mated and eventually have his 

ashes buried next to my moth-

er’s ashes in Bloomington, Indi-

ana (Dad’s birthplace).  All ar-

rangements had been made 

with Woodbine Hickory Funer-

al Home - the same group who 

had taken care of my Aunt 

Juanita some years ago. My 

problem was how to have a 

memorial without my being 

there.  

   Bro. Dwight Albright came to 

our rescue by offering to con-

duct and officiate at Dad’s me-

morial service on April 20th. 

Several family members were 

able to attend even on short 

notice and my Uncle Bob pre-

pared a “collage” of memorial 

highlights throughout Dad’s 

life. He also spoke at the service 

as well. 

   A number of flower bouquets 

in behalf of Japan School of 

Evangelism as well as several 

friends from Japan and the U.S. 

were at the service.  Debbie and 

I made a short video (5 min) 

which was also presented dur-

ing the memorial to let every-

one know why we could not be 

there and how much Dad’s life 

has been very meaningful to me 

and others. I appreciate so 

much Bro. Albright, my Uncle 

Bob, the Woodbine Hickory 

Chapel, and all those who 
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helped to make Dad’s memo-

rial meaningful.  

 Links to View about Dad 

1. “The Way It Was” - First 

4 years in Japan 

2. Bible and Science (Lots 

of Info. On Evolution 

and Bible links) 

3. Bible Correspondence 

Course - (Currently try-

ing to make it available 

online) 

4. Find-a-Grave Tribute - 

Tribute to both my par-

ents on this site. 

 

Uenohara Church of Christ 

where Dad worked 1950-1954 

http://jlnews.shutterfly.com/
http://biblescienceinfo.blogspot.jp/p/the-way-it-was.html
http://biblescienceinfo.blogspot.jp/p/the-way-it-was.html
http://biblescienceinfo.blogspot.jp/
http://biblescienceinfo.blogspot.jp/
http://biblescienceinfo.blogspot.jp/
http://bccwlc.blogspot.jp/
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http://bccwlc.blogspot.jp/
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=carrell&GSfn=william&GSmn=lowell&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSob=n&GRid=108883612&df=all&
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=carrell&GSfn=william&GSmn=lowell&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSob=n&GRid=108883612&df=all&
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=carrell&GSfn=william&GSmn=lowell&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSob=n&GRid=108883612&df=all&


  In 2011, Deb-

bie was diag-

nosed with 

non-Hodgkin's 

Lymphoma 

Cancer and 

received 

chemo-therapy as an “out-patient” for 

about 6 month.  We were thankful after 

the treatment to see through the winter of 

2011 and all through 2012 that Debbie was 

seemingly back to her normal self.  Then 

in December 2012 she began to feel pains 

again in her abdomen, so we once again 

checked with our nearby hospital to dis-

cover that her cancer had returned.  She 

went on for various blood tests, checkups, 

x-rays, and scans to find out the extent of 

her illness.   

   In the meantime, Dr. Kashimura, her 

original doctor moved to a new hospital in 

Shin Matsudo – further from our home. 

When an especially strong “fluid buildup” 

was observed at her previous hospital, it 

was deemed serious enough to have it seen 

by Dr. Kashimura.  The appointment was 

April 16th, but the pains were severe and 

on April 2nd Debbie went on to the hospi-

tal. They did a quick CT scan and said she 

needed to be hospitalized immediately - 

and for 6 MONTHS!  We were rather 

shocked, but counted ourselves indeed 

fortunate to have the same doctor, a brand 

new hospital and everything she would 

need to get the exact treatment needed.  

The Lord is good!   

    I was just finishing up my last issue of 

the Japanese Lantern on April 5th to get 

out so that everyone would know about 

my stay and visit in the States with Dad.  

Then news came that Dad died the follow-

ing day.  About the same time, I was re-

minded that I was to teach a Bible class at 

Japan School of Evangelism (JSE) on the 

Prison Epistles of Paul for 12 weeks from 

April 10th.  I called to say it would have to 

start on the 17th.  Having Debbie con-

fined to the hospital, Dad’s funeral and all 

arrangements need there, trying to prepare 

Debbie Hospitalized for 6 months 
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for the JSE class, along with regular 

preaching and teaching was quite over-

whelming. But the Lord has helped us in 

so many ways. So many words of encour-

agement, financial aid, and expressions of 

love and care both directly, through let-

ters, Facebook, Skype, e-mail, and other-

wise, have all helped to make the adjust-

ment to our new way of life not only bear-

able, but very meaningful.  I’m so grateful 

to all who have helped us through our 

transition times.   

     6 months is a long time.  It involved 6 

sessions of chemotherapy treatments, 

where Debbie has IV drips 24 hours a 

day, monitored carefully by teams of nurs-

es and doctors.  They really make us feel 

special and well cared for.  We found out 

that Debbie is first prepared for the treat-

ment for a day or two, then 5 days straight 

of the chemotherapy, then about 2 weeks 

recuperation, waiting for the next session 

to start.   

    When Debbie finished 2 sessions - with 

her recovery periods, we were delighted to 

find out that her new doctor, Dr. Tadoko-

ro, allowed her go home for 10 days!  So 

after being in the hospital from April 2nd 

to May 17th, Debbie got to come home 

for a few days!  Not only was it great to 

have her home, she was allowed few re-

strictions on food, and both our friends at 

church, and our neighbors were delighted 

to see her again.  It was a little sad to see 

her have to go in again, but we pretty well 

got used to how things work, so Debbie 

was packed and ready to go for her next 2 

sessions of chemotherapy. 

    Today she is into her 4th session, hav-

ing completed session 3 successfully and 

holding on until next Saturday (6/29) 

when she should complete her 4th ses-

sion.  Other factors involved which have 

made things somewhat complicated are 

Debbie’s diabetes and sometimes low 

blood platelet counts.  If these are not just 

where they need to be, the doctor has told 

us that it is not safe to start the next ses-

sion, so she may have to wait to build up 

her strength each time for the next “go 

round.”  BUT Dr. Tadokoro has assured 

us that Debbie is  responding very well 

to all her treatments, is a very good 

patient, has a fabulous attitude (which 

is a definite plus!) and things appear to 

be going according to schedule.   

    Debbie’s sister, Teresa, and son, 

Joey Beard, plan to visit us in Japan 

from July 23rd for about 2 weeks.  Our 

doctor has indicated that he thinks 

Debbie will likely be able to stay out 

from the hospital a bit longer if things 

look good, so that she can actually 

spend a little more time with her sister 

and our nephew.  We’re looking for-

ward to that time very much. 

Changes for Steve 

   To help Debbie, my daily routines 

have changed to cleaning clothes every 

day.  We have a washer, but we don’t 

use a dryer (costs too much), so we 

hang out clothes to dry, then fold and 

put them away. Debbie must have her 

changes because that costs extra if the 

hospital does it. A lot of the time I eat 

out, but have learned a little about 

cooking for myself once again.  Then 

keeping the house clean with dusting 

and vacuuming take some time.   

   Debbie 

and I keep 

in touch 

every day 

and once 

I have a 

load ready 

to take, 

the motor scooter is handy to carry it 

to her.  Using the car would require 

parking charges, so we found that a 

daily commute on the motor cycle 

works much better.  They don’t have 

much restriction on me as far as how 

long I can stay, but normally I don’t go 

before 10 a.m. and don’t stay later than 

8 p.m. 

    Occasionally Debbie and I have 

lunch or supper together at the hospital 

and share the news of the day (personal 

and church news). 



Prayers Needed for My Sister, Joyce 

      In our last report, I described my sister 

Joyce’s surgery on March 8th to remove a 

cyst between her 4th and 5th lumbars.  We 

were thankful for those who operated, for 

prayers offered in her behalf and because of 

the amazing difference right after the surgery, 

we thought she would have no further trou-

ble.  

  Needless to say, I was very surprised when 

we later contacted Joyce to find that her con-

dition actually had not improved and another 

surgery was needed, because her spinal cord 

was actually not as stable as was thought.  

Subsequently, she had another operation to 

put a brace in her back.  They went in from 

her right side at her waist.   

    Her main problem now has been such ex-

cruciating pain that she could hardly stand it.  

That pain 

has finally 

been 

brought 

under con-

trol.  So it 

could be 

said that the 

operation 

was successful, but it will take a long 

time for her to heal.  According to 

Joyce, it is called, “degenerative disc 

disease.”  So this might happen 

again in a different location requir-

ing another operation in the future. 

    I was able to speak with Joyce by 

phone to discuss her operation and 

condition and it seemed that her 

pain was now under control.  How-

ever, she has been told she needs 

lots of rest and she doesn’t need to 

be doing very much except sitting in 

a chair even if she is able to return 

to work. 

   Please pray for Joyce that if the 

Lord wills, that He will grant her the 

healing she needs and that she can 

be restored to be able to function 

regularly in her life.   

Preaching from Prison Epistles:  Since I 

began a new class in April at JSE on Ephe-

sians, Colossians, Philippians, and Phile-

mon (Prison Epistles of Paul), it seemed a 

good idea to share this study with the con-

gregation. So my sermons have come from 

these books recently in an effort to en-

courage members to face problems in life 

with great hope, like Paul did.   

Men in Worship:  On the last Sunday of 

June (30th), each man of the congregation 

plans to share a Scripture, comment, relat-

ed song, and prayer for our worship time.  

I will be guiding the service and “winding 

it up” as each take a turn to share their 

Scripture.  Please pray that this endeavor 

will be both encouraging to the congrega-

tion and inspiring as a matter of training 

for the men involved. 

 

Matsudo Church News 

Taylor Family News:  It was a great 

joy to meet Leslie’s parents, grandfa-

ther and great aunt when they visited 

us in May.  Leslie preached a bilingual 

sermon (English and Japanese) which 

he prepared without any help from 

me, but which he had worked on 

with his Japanese class teacher.  It 

was on Mother’s Day, so it was espe-

cially meaningful to have Leslie’s 

mother and great aunt there to honor. 

 Saturday Class:  Leslie has been 

teaching from the Book of Job, on 

the “Sovereignty of God.”  I men-

tioned Mrs. Tamura (no relation to 

our Bro. Tamura) who has come sev-

eral times.  We have also had Bro. 

Inoue from Ochanomizu coming 

because he heard about the class.  Also 

Bro. Teramatsu recently started attend-

ing and has even come to worship ser-

vices.  We’re thankful for these visitors 

and additions to the class. 

Continuing Construction:  Bro. Gam-

ou has now turned his attention to our 

2nd floor, where he strengthened the 

floor, put on several protective guards, 

and added some coats of paint. At one 

of our church meetings, it was decided 

to try to convert the upstairs into a wel-

come center and place where friends 

can bring children or relax as families.  

After the construction is finished, the 

Taylors plan to search for furniture and 

other items to  transform it into a multi-

purpose welcome center.  Several 

church members are helping to work on 

this project. 
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Other Illnesses in Matsudo Church 

Sister Tamura:   

For about 5 weeks, 

Sis. Tamura has not 

been able to come 

to worship with us 

at Matsudo church - 

due to weakness in 

her legs and not 

being able to walk 

or get about.   

Brother Nakahara:  For the past few 

Sundays, we were receiving calls that Bro. 

Nakahara was not feeling well or that he 

had gotten dizzy and fell down.  So one 

day I called to find out about his condi-

tion, leaving a message on his cell phone.   

His wife called back to tell me that he had 

been hospitalized at Tokyo University 

hospital - his can-

cer had returned 

and he was to 

have radiation 

treatments to start 

soon.  Please pray 

for these members 

of our congrega-

tion as well. 



Prayer Requests 

 For recovery for both Matsudo church 

members and Carrell family members 

 For Leslie and Sara Taylor’s continuing 

Japanese language and cultural studies. 

 For relief efforts for earthquake care, and 

support in Eastern Japan. 

 For spiritual maturity and unity in the body 

of Christ at Matsudo and Yokota. 

 For Bible class students to grow in faith so 

they will become Christians 

 For new students and their study at JSE 

this year. 

 For courage and faith to trust and obey 

God in the face of various trials in the 

church, in our families, and among the 

nations of the world. 

Collage prepared by Bob Carrell 

on the life of his brother Bill 

Saturday morning Bible class 

members visit Debbie at hospital 

Mother’s Day at Matsudo church 
with Leslie Taylor’s mother and 

great aunt 

Debbie getting ready for chemo-

therapy as she eats a hospital meal 

Other News and Notes 

Highlights - April - mid-June, 2013    
(see more in Photo Album) 

Contact Information 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

Dai 2 Marukame Haitsu 201 

Minami Hanashima 3-44-6 

Matsudo, Japan 271-0065 

Home phone: 047-368-7822 

(Japan country code 81) 

Steve’s e-mail: 

fujikid76@yahoo.com 

Debbie’s e-mail: 

crossstitcher24@yahoo.com 

Shining the Light of the  

Gospel in Japan 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet  

and a light for my path.”  

                                         (Psalms 119:105)  

Click here for Japan 

Earthquake  Information 

at Park Ave. Church  

Minami Hanashima 3-48-5 

Matsudo, Japan  271-0065 

Phone: 047-362-8858 

Fax: 047-368-7822 

Email: matsudochurch@gmail.com 

Matt Working at Wild Bill’s Pawn Shop:  

Our son Matt was able to get on full time 

at a local pawn shop in Abilene. He is also 

pursuing with some friends making com-

mercials  

Teresa and Joey Beard to Visit Japan:  

Debbie’s sister and her son are planning a 

visit to Matsudo from July 23rd for a cou-

ple weeks. Her doctors are trying to make 

a schedule so she can spend time with 

them while they’re here in Japan. 

Sara Taylor’s Parents to Visit Japan:  Also 

in July Sara’s parents are planning to come 

for a visit, so we’re excited about visiting 

with them. 

New Grandchild on its way!:  We were 

very excited when Matt and Shi announced 

their 2nd child to be “on the way” - we 

have not had opportunity to hug Corban 

yet, but we hope to one of these days…. 

Upcoming Birthdays and Anniversaries:  

Marcia and Mark celebrate both of their 

birthdays in July - Mark on the 18th and 

Marcia on the 19th. Then their anniversary 

is on the 21st.  Along with Sara’s parents 

and Debbie’s sister coming, it should be an 

exciting month. 

Thank you all for your continued support 

and prayers for our work in Japan.  May 

God’s wisdom guide you in your daily life. 

In His service, 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

Matsudo Church of Christ 

http://jlnews.shutterfly.com
http://www.parkave.org/content/4575-japan-earthquake-information.html
http://www.parkave.org/content/4575-japan-earthquake-information.html
http://www.parkave.org/content/4575-japan-earthquake-information.html

