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Keeping busy in the Summertime 

みなさん、こんにちは！ Hello everyone!  We pray everyone is healthy and blessed, and as always thank you 
for  taking  the  time  to  read  our  newsletter.  We  hope  you’ll  enjoy  reading  about  what  we  have  been  up  to.   
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At the beginning of April, Sara and Leslie had a small break 
between semesters of Japanese classes. So, we took the op-
portunity to have a short family getaway to the city of Matsu-
moto. This city is among the Japanese Alps in Nagano Prefec-
ture, and is much quieter and calmer than the big city of To-
kyo. It was a great getaway for us to enjoy some time to-
gether as a family. We got to play with the children a whole 
lot and enjoy the last bit of Cherry Blossom viewing together. 
Especially after March where we were all sick all month long, 
getting away and enjoying some relaxation was, perhaps lit-
erally, just what the doctor ordered! 

 
After our getaway it was back to work studying Japanese. Both 
Leslie and Sara have continued to make good progress in our stud-
ies. Sara has begun doing her classes primarily in Japanese, and has 
had several opportunities to use the language outside of class. 
She’s   very   excited   to   be   able   to   see   the  progress.   Leslie   has   also  
been making progress. His speed while speaking impromptu has 
increased, as has his ability to read text without preparation. Kanji 
is definitely a difficult aspect of the language, so seeing growth in 
that area is very encouraging.  The school book for the next 200 kanji 

The girls pose in front of Matsumoto Castle 

April 

 
We also got some exciting news in April. Only a week or so before 
we left Okayama, Sara met a lady named Nao. She attended the 
lady’s  English  Bible  class  Sara  had  been  teaching  there,  but  since  
we   left  so  soon,  Sara  didn’t  have  an  opportunity   to  get   to  know  
her too well. However, in April, Nao and her family moved from 
Okayama to the Chiba Prefecture - only a 15 minute train ride from 
where we live! Thanks to the great influence of the Rogers in Ko-
jima, she was interested in studying the Bible, so very soon Sara 
and Nao will begin studying. We are prayerful this will not only 
bless  Nao  but  also  open  a  door  to  others  of  Sara’s  friends  to  join  
the  study  as  well.  Please  say  a  prayer  for  God’s  blessing  on  this! 

Nao and another friend came to visit us. 



May was definitely one of our busiest months since returning 
to  Japan.  At  the  beginning  of  the  month,  Leslie’s  family  came  
to visit. This included not only his mother and father, but also 
his 88 year old grandfather and 84 year old great aunt. In fact, 
this  was  his  aunt’s  first  time  leaving  the  country!  As  you  might  
imagine it was an incredible experience for everyone. As it 
happens,  during  their  stay  we  celebrated  both  of  Leslie’s  par-‐
ents’  birthdays,  as  well  as  Leslie’s  birthday.  His  grandfather’s  
birthday was a few days after they left, so we celebrated it 
while they were here as well.  As you can imagine, we are all 
very happy to spend some time together! 
 

On top of having his parents visit, Leslie also reached a major milestone during their stay. For Mothers 
Day, Leslie did his very first sermon in Japanese. It was actually both in Japanese and English (so that his 
family could understand) but needless to say it took a lot of hard work 
to make that happen. Thankfully with the help of his Japanese teachers 
and the encouragement of Steve and the church, he was able to get 
through it without much trouble. 
 
On   a   related   note,   as   you   know,   since   last   year   we’ve   been   doing   a  
weekly Bible study with a young Christian girl named Mariya. This young 
lady has a clear heart for God, and we feel blessed to be able to work 
with her and help teach her more so she can grow in her faith. We fin-
ished up a study of Esther in April and starting in May began to work 
through the Gospel of John. Perhaps the most exciting part about this 
study  is  that  we’ve  begun  doing  it  about  90%  in  Japanese.  While  far  from  
perfect  and  certainly  helped  by  Mariya’s  exceptional  English  ability,  it’s  a  
big step for us to be able to directly study with non-Christians in Japa-
nese.   
 

Also in May, we began work on a room in the upstairs 
area of the church building which will hopefully be used 
for families with young children. Right now it can be 
difficult, especially for visitors whose children are not 
used to sitting through worship services. We hope that 
this room will be a blessing to those families and make 
them feel more comfortable. We also hope to use this 
room for Sunday morning classes for young children, 
and perhaps even some family related ministry down 
the  road.  There’s  still  much  work  to  be  done,  but  we’re  
happy to see progress. We are especially thankful to 
Gamou-san, one of the members, who has really helped 
renovate the room and make it possible to be used. 
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Leslie’s  family  on  the  train  after  leaving  the  airport 

Painting the upstairs room at the church building 

May 

Leslie preaches on Mothers Day 
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At the beginning of June, Leslie and Steve went to 
what  is  called  the  “zenkenden”  - a  preachers’  meeting  
which is attended by preachers and missionaries from 
all over Japan. The preachers there honored Leslie 
with the opportunity to speak on the morning of the 
second day. Leslie also was able to speak at the 
preachers’  meeting  held   in  December  of   2012,  but   at  
that time Leslie spoke in English while Steve trans-
lated for him. This time however, Leslie spoke entirely 
in Japanese. While he had done a Japanese lesson be-
fore on Mothers Day, that lesson was both in Japa-
nese and English. This lesson was his first exclusively 
Japanese lesson. On top of that, it was a fairly difficult 
topic, discussing the question of the hiddenness of 
God (i.e. why God does not frequently appear before 
us) and how that relates to our worship of Him. For these reasons, it took a full month of preparation to 
be able to make this happen. Thankfully, once again with the support of his Japanese teachers and the 
encouragement of Steve, he was able to complete it without any problems. Happily, the other preachers 
seemed to not only understand but be encouraged by the message.  This was a huge confidence boost 
for Leslie, and he is hoping to be able to start preaching once a month at Matsudo in the near future.  
 
Another thing that has been continuing over the last several months is a Saturday morning English Bible 
class that Leslie teaches at the church building. Recently we have had several visitors who have been 
coming regularly, including several non-Christians or those who have had a nominal relationship with the 
church. At the request of those in attendance, we have been covering the book of Job and are almost 
finished up with that. Steve has continued to help Leslie in this class, as it can be difficult to communicate 
some of the more difficult topics (especially of a book like Job) in English.  
 
As June ends we are looking forward to a variety of things that will be going on in the Summer. We are 

continuing to build relationships with the Japanese 
people in our area. Just the other day, Sara was able 
to get together with some friends and teach them to 
make Chili. One of these friends has come to worship 
on several occasions. This past weekend, we got to-
gether  for  dinner  with  another  family  we’ve  come  to  
know over the last year. These are just a couple of 
the instances during these past few months. Having 
these kinds of genuine relationships is not only en-
couraging to us, but is vital for any Christian wanting 
to show what the Gospel of Christ looks like when 
lived out in daily life. Please keep these relationships 
in your prayers, and praise God for the number of re-
lationships we have already been able to build! 

June 

Sara’s  friend  loved  the  Chili  and  Sweet  Tea! 

Leslie gives the morning lesson at the preachers meeting 
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In  August,  we  will  have  completed  our  first  year  here  in  Japan.  It’s  been  such  a  wild  year  getting  back  to  Japan,  learning  
about  what  missions  and  ministry  means  here,  learning  the  language,  and  everything  else  that’s  involved.  But  we  really  
want to say thank you to all of our supporters who have made this work possible financially, spiritually, and mentally. 

We cannot emphasize enough how important everyone is to us and how 
blessed we are to have you all as a part of this work. Please pray for us as 
we continue to work here. Pray for our relationships, for our studies, and 
for opportunities for us to be of service here in Japan. Please also pray for 
us as we look to the future of our work here, that we will move forward 
with wisdom and in a way that brings glory to our God! 
 
We hope you and the work of God are blessed wherever you are. Continue 
to keep us in your prayers!  
 
                 in Christ, 

The Taylor Family (Leslie, Sara, Cambria, and Madeleine) 
c/o Wilkesboro Church of Christ   P.O. Box 81  Wilkesboro, NC 28697 

Family News 
 

As we mentioned earlier in the letter, May was a time of 
birthdays on Leslie’s side of the family, including Leslie’s 
30th birthday. It’s hard to believe that day has finally 
come, but it has and it was a nice one. He was happy to 
be able to share it with his family visiting from the United 
States. 
 
Last time we told you about Cambria’s accident in which 
she lost two teeth. Thankfully that has entirely healed, at-
hough we’re all still waiting on the new ones to come in! 
Also we mentioned that she has been going to hoikuen 
(Japanese kindergarten). She has continued attending, 
although we are now looking into some different options to try to get her going on a daily basis. It’s 
so important for her to learn the language naturally while she still can. We’re also seeing what op-
tions there might be for enrolling Madeleine in something similar as well. 
 
This might seem odd to be excited about for those in the U.S., but we were excited to buy Sara a 

new bicycle for getting around here in Matsudo. Since 
we don’t have a car here, a good bicycle is very impor-
tant. Sara’s new bike has a seat for Cambria, as well as a 
pedal-assist motor, which makes riding around on the hills 
in this area much easier, particularly during the hot 
weather of summer! 
 
In July, Sara’s parents are coming to visit - their first trip to 
Japan. In August, Leslie’s brother will be coming to visit 
again as well. We’re obviously excited to get to see them, 
and look forward to sharing those memories with you in 
our next newsletter. 

Don’t   forget!   Here   are   some   other  
ways you can keep up with our fam-
ily  as  we  work  here  in  Japan… 

 
Youtube: 

www.youtube.com/user/taylorsgotojapan 
 

Blog: 
taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.com 

 

Facebook Page: 
www.facebook.com/taylorsgotojapan 

Our teachers bought Leslie a birthday cake! 

Sara  with  her  new  “mama  chariot”  as  they  call  them  here 
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