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Center Rd. Church of Christ 

899 W 300 S  

Kokomo, Indiana  46902 

765-453-1448 

http://www.centerandpark.org/ names and needs in prayer to the 

Heavenly Father! He has never 

failed to provide all we have need-

ed including sending people our 

way who have brought personal 

encouragement and love to us. 

  As Debbie nears the end of her 

6th and final chemotherapy ses-

sion, she has been moved from 

the 5th to the 7th floor of the 

Shin Matsudo Central Hospital. 

Even in the hospital with my 

daily visits to bring her clothes, 

some food, or other items she 

may need, Debbie and I are 

always looking for opportunities 

to plant seeds of hope, do any 

good deeds we can, and to make 

friends when possible.  

   One lady, Yoko Sugiyama, was 

there to visit her father and 

happened to walk into the “Day 

Room” while Debbie and I were 

eating supper. We started show-

ing Yoko photos of our family 

on an ipad mini and to talk 

about our work in Japan. Yoko 

took great interest in how we 

could use mobile wifi to hook up 

to the Internet at the hospital. I 

helped her sign up with Skype 

and then on another day she 

came looking for me to help her 

download it to her “tablet.” We 

then demonstrated how 3 of us 

could actually use Skype right 

there in the hospital.  When 

Yoko comes to visit her father 

she has dropped in to see Deb-

bie even when I’m not there and 

even hugs her when they meet. 

She has told us that she is inter-

ested in the Bible an hopes to be 

“saved” one day. We thank God 

for leading us to her. 

  We are pretty used to Debbie’s 

regular hospital routines now of 

having daily blood checks, body tem-

perature, blood sugar, platelets, and 

other checks. This has allowed us to 

get to know her doctors, the nurses, 

staff, and fellow patients quite well.  

   The hospital meals are at regular 

times, but Debbie felt a strong need 

to change some of the diet. Since she 

is also diabetic, the hospital’s main 

concern is to not allow her sugar 

levels to rise very much. Yet they 

have white rice and white bread on 

the menu that often raised these 

levels. So we decided to ask for 

some changes. Instead of fish all the 

time, she now get more pork and 

chicken (not much beef). They have 

also allowed me (Steve) to pick up a 

little KFC (usually a wing and leg), 

and an occasional hamburger with no 

sauces from either McDonald’s or 

Burger King.  Along with grits 

(thanks to her sister Teresa) and 

peanut butter (from Costco), Debbie 

is enjoying her hospital stay much 

better, yet maintaining low blood 

sugar levels - a mutually satisfying 

compromise!   

  We are so thankful to many friends, 

churches, groups, and individuals for 

such generous contributions which 

have helped us to be able to pay for 

Debbie’s hospital expenses. Not only 

have we received these wonderful 

gifts, but also the prayers of count-

less people who have lifted our 
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Meanwhile at Home 

  One of hardest things to 

adjust to for me is not having 

Debbie here for regular moti-

vation, encouragement, or 

sharing ideas. We’re thankful 

for the phone, Facebook, 

Skype, and being able to see 

each other when I go for a 

visit by motor scooter, but it 

will be great when she can 

come home again. Each week 

when I prepare my sermons, I 

like getting Debbie’s input and 

advice before presenting them.   

We also try to commune to-

gether in the Lord’s Supper 

each Sunday at the hospital. It 

also provides us time to share 

with each other various 

church activities going on from 

week to week. 

   I’ve learned to keep up with 

daily laundry - washing, drying, 

folding, and putting away. Not 

much into ironing, though. I 

do some simple cooking, but 

prefer eating out or picking up 

something at 7/11. It will be a 

blessing when Debbie can 

come home. 

http://jlnews.shutterfly.com/
http://jlnews.shutterfly.com/


    Debbie’s sister Teresa Beard came to 

Japan with her oldest son, Joey, from July 

24th to August 6th.  It happened to be one 

of the hottest times of the year, so much of 

the time at home, we tried to stay cool 

around the air conditioner, but also enjoyed 

visiting stores for shopping and staying inside 

where it was cool.  

    The hospital allowed Debbie to be out for 

nearly a month (a week before they came 

and a week afterward). While Teresa and 

Debbie enjoyed time just talking and doing 

some shopping together, Joey used a Japan 

Rail Pass to not only look around Tokyo, but 

even to take a trip as far north as Hokkaido. 

Joey’s interest is history, so he thoroughly 

enjoyed visiting an Ainu village in Hokkaido. 

He has traveled a lot in the military, so even 

though he did not know much Japanese at 

all, he made this trip all on his own.  He can 

speak, read and write Chinese, so he could 

read some of the signs, but spoken Japanese 

is quite different from spoken Chinese.  It 

was a lot of fun for all of us to spend some 

time together as family.  This is the first time 

any of Debbie’s relatives have ever been to 

Japan in our nearly 35 years being here.  It 

was also a welcome “break” from hospital 

life and quite refreshing.   

Teresa and Joey Beard Visit 

Page 2 The Japanese Lantern  

Taylor Family Visits 

  Also during July and August we were 

blessed with visits from Leslie Taylor’s 

brother, Lloyd and later by Sara’s parents, 

Immersed Like the Eunuch 

   On a few special occasions, I’ve had the joy 

of finding someone who has been well taught 

the gospel message, knows exactly what they 

need to do to obey the gospel of Jesus and 

desires to immediately be immersed into 

Christ.  Recently, I  received such a request 

through Bro. Dwight Albright. He told me of 

a young woman who was a civilian working 

for the military on a temporary assignment in 

Japan.  Her name is Cathy.  Before Cathy 

came to Japan, she had been given a book 

called “Muscle and Shovel” from an elder in 

the Church of Christ where she and her 

husband attend.  She read it on the plane 

going over to Japan and became convinced 

that in order to be saved according to the 

Bible, she needed to be immersed (baptized) 

into Jesus.  Her problem was not knowing 

anyone in Japan nor where she might be bap-

tized immediately, even though she wanted 

to.  That was why Dwight contacted me.  

    I was able to contact Cathy through the 

Atsugi base operator and found she would be 

coming over to Yokota base on a Saturday.  I 

called Bro. Masa Nonogaki at Yokota Church 

of Christ and asked him to fill the baptistery, 

took some of our clothes from Matsudo, met 

Cathy at noon, and baptized her within the 

hour.  She, along with her husband in the 

States, was thrilled to be able to be im-

mersed in that way.  And as in the case of 

Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch, she “went 

on her way rejoicing.” Please pray for this 

new sister n Christ as she has begun her new 

walk with Jesus. 

Rob and Martha Blouin,  Leslie and 

Lloyd took a trip up Mt. Fuji while he 

was here - getting a lot of very good 

photos on the way, but feeling quite 

tired from the ordeal.  Just like the 

time I climbed Mt. Fuji some years ago, 

Leslie’s response was that it was good 

to do once, but he didn’t expect to 

ever go up again.   

   I was glad that Joey got a chance to 

meet Lloyd at Matsudo church too.  I 

think it was helpful for all of them to 

be able to see what we do in a Japa-

nese worship time on Sunday.  Bro. 

Ron Blouin also came to our Saturday 

morning Bible study which Leslie is 

teaching and seemed to thoroughly 

enjoy listening to the Bible discussion, 

Leslie taught in English and I translated 

into Japanese when necessary. I’m very 

glad that Debbie and I had opportunity 

this summer to meet both Leslie’s 

parents, grandfather, great aunt, and 

brother, as well as Sara’s parents.  It 

helps us understand better and appre-

ciate a little more their background.  I 

think Cambria and Madeleine also 

thoroughly enjoyed their visit. 



Keeping our Car and Paying Off Debts 

      Debbie and I drive a 17 year old car whose 

JCI (Japan Compulsory Insurance) must be re-

newed October 28th. We were faced with a 

decision to either invest in another used car, 

adding about $4000 to $5000 more in debt or 

to try to fix up the old car we already have (it 

still drives fine). So to get it able to pass inspec-

tion for JCI, I got a couple of new tires to re-

place 2 bald ones, got an oil change and checked 

other fluids, and got an estimate from a local 

inspection place to find out how much would be 

needed.  Thanks to the Lord, we now have set 

aside enough to pay 

for it all.  We should 

be saving about $3000 

to $3500 overall.  

    At the same time, 

we have worked hard to finally pay off 2 credit 

cards (one U.S. and another in Japan) and thanks 

to the generosity of many, we have been able to 

help increase our leadership. Please pray the 

Lord will bless all involved. 

Change in Treasurer:  Sis. Fumiko Suzuki has 

served a number of years as treasurer for the 

congregation. Sis. Noriko Sanpei has agreed to 

take that over now because Sis. Suzuki must 

attend more to the needs of her aging mother. 

We thank her for her dedication and pray for a 

smooth transition. 

New Amps and AC:  Some days in July and 

August were so hot that water had to be served 

so members would not pass out. We all saw the 

inadequacy of our current air conditioning, so 

plans are in the making to raise amps from 30 to 

40 and to get another AC (the current one is 

over 10 years old). As we hope to increase us-

age of our building, it was thought that this was 

a wise move. Please pray the Lord’s guidance in 

these matters. 

Sunday School Classes:  Kuniko 

Shimoda, along with her daughter, 

Mariya, and Noriko Sanpei have been 

continuing the weekly Bible classes 

for children while Debbie has been in 

the hospital.  Since the 2 girls who 

are coming are a little older, they are 

not using the flannel board as much, 

but having more discussion straight 

from the Scriptures.  It is a special joy 

to me to see Mariya also participating 

in teaching since she was baptized 

just a little over a year and a half ago.  

Also on Sundays, Sara Taylor is now 

teaching her children in an upstairs 

classroom since Gamou san fixed up 

the area.  We’re thankful for all these 

teachers and students.  Please pray 

for them. 

 Weekly Singing:  In order to try to 

improve our worship each week,  we are 

now practicing one or two songs each 

week after church services for any who 

want to stay and learn.  In this way, we 

hope to increase our repertoire and have 

a wider selection of songs which we can 

use to praise the Lord. Sis. Nakama has 

been writing these songs on a chart visible 

to all so we can repeat several times the 

new songs we have learned. Please pray 

for these efforts as well. 

Planning for Families:  In our most 

recent church business meeting, it was 

suggested that efforts be made toward 

inviting more families to our worship ser-

vices. Leslie Taylor plans to preach once a 

month with sermons directed toward 

building up families. We are also praying 

for more men to come to Matsudo to 
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Remaining Legal Aliens in Japan 

  In April, Debbie and I both had to renew 

our American passports, mailing infor-

mation to the American Embassy and wait-

ing about a month. I had to take our photos 

at the hospital. Later to change to a 

“Residence Card” from an “Alien Registra-

tion Card,” we used the same photos. Our 

final step was to get a new city of Matsudo 

card which can be used when we need 

special documents to conduct local busi-

ness. Since Debbie is hospitalized, I had to 

get special permission to pick up her docu-

ments along with mine.  Of course with all 

the other documentation, we were legal, 

but it feels very nice to finally have all the  

“official” cards or documents for both Japa-

nese and U.S. governments.  If Japan re-

JSE Classes Completed 

   In June and July I was able to finish two 

classes which were being taught in con-

nection with Japan School of Evangelism.  

The Prison Epistles class was taught at 

Tachikawa for the most part with one 

student tuning in each week by Skype to 

our classes.  Our final class was all done 

by Skype since it was advantageous for 

everyone during the busy summer 

months.  It helped me gain a greater 

appreciation for Ephesians, Philippians, 

Colossians, and Philemon. 

    Then in July, I finished up 2 sessions 

left for Marriage Counseling. These had 

been postponed due to my having to deal 

with my Dad’s funeral and Debbie’s hos-

pitalization.  Please pray that the students 

will all benefit from what was taught. 

keep up with all of Debbie’s hospital 

payments as well.  We praise the Lord 

for all his kindnesses.   

quires all such ID, it seems clear to 

me that the U.S. should too. 



Prayer Requests 

 For recovery for both Matsudo church mem-

bers and Carrell family members 

 For Leslie and Sara Taylor’s continuing Japa-

nese language and cultural studies. 

 For relief efforts for earthquake care, and 

support in Eastern Japan. 

 For spiritual maturity and unity in the body of 

Christ at Matsudo and Yokota. 

 For Bible class students to grow in faith so 

they will become Christians 

 For courage and faith to trust and obey God 

in the face of various trials in the church, in 

our families, and among the nations of the 

world. 

Church ladies discuss the Sunday 

school and other church work 

The Kakusho family and Bro.       

Tamura visit at “tea time.” 

Debbie explains about her medical 

condition to the church ladies 

Debbie only has one more                

chemotherapy session left 
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Contact Information 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

Dai 2 Marukame Haitsu 201 

Minami Hanashima 3-44-6 

Matsudo, Japan 271-0065 

Home phone: 047-368-7822 

(Japan country code 81) 

Steve’s e-mail: 

fujikid76@yahoo.com 

Debbie’s e-mail: 

crossstitcher24@yahoo.com 

Shining the Light of the  

Gospel in Japan 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet  

and a light for my path.”  

                                         (Psalms 119:105)  

Minami Hanashima 3-48-5 

Matsudo, Japan  271-0065 

Phone: 047-362-8858 

Fax: 047-368-7822 

Email: matsudochurch@gmail.com 

Matsudo Church of Christ 

Matt and Shi Move:  Our son and his wife 

recently moved to a better home in Abilene, 

which is good timing for their soon to be ex-

pected 2nd child.  We thoroughly enjoy talking 

with our grandson Corban every week by 

Skype.  He recognizes us and calls us grandpa 

and grandma now!  Every year it should be 

more and more enjoyable watching our grand-

children growing.  We hope to be able to visit 

when Debbie is fit to travel again. 

Joyce’s Recovery:  My (Steve’s) sister, Joyce is 

slowly recovering from her surgery, but it will 

probably take a long time to be able to heal 

completely.  Your prayers are appreciated. 

Ochanomizu Ladies’ Class:  I taught this class 

for Debbie even during the summer months. 

On September 2nd they gave Debbie a gift 

which we plan to use for her hospitalization. 

Thank you all for your prayers and continued 

support for our work in Japan.  May God bless 

your lives. 

In His service, 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

Click here for Japan 

Earthquake  Information 

at Park Ave. Church  
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