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Dear brothers and sisters,

We spent in the Ukraine from August 20 until September 12.  Besides visiting Lena's 
mother, it gave us the opportunity to do some ministry work in the local church in Bila 
Tserkva and to be involved in the work for the poor and sick children in the city's region. 
Since 2008 we have been sending money to an organization almost each year that helps 
poor and orphaned children. Our last collection came through the efforts of Martha's son 
Marcel and his wife Gabi who expressed their desire at Martha's funeral last November that 
donations be made to the needy children in the Ukraine. In this newsletter we want to let 
you know about our ministry with the needy people in the Ukraine. In our next newsletter 
we will be writing about our ministry in the local congregation, the Bila Tserkva Church of 
Christ.

Table Talk with Volunteers Who Are Helping Children 
Through an opportunity that the chief of the 
organization, Nina, provided for Lena and me, 
we learned much about the great disaster that 
occurred at the power plant in Tschernobyl in 
1986. Especially interesting was what a 
fireman talked about who volunteered at 
Tschernobyl to prevent an even worse disaster 
than had happened. He and other firefighters 
had to pump radioactive water from a danger 
zone. It was a highly risky and difficult task 
that had to be done. A large and extremely

From left to right: A firefighter, the bookkeeper,          hot container threatened to fall into the 
the chief of the organization (Nina), Lena and I            radioactive water at any time. If that
had happened, it would have caused a major explosion and even the capital city of Ukraine 
would have become a disaster area. As a result of the timely removal of the radioactive 
water, Kiev remained to a large degree unaffected. Yet, some of  the children that are in need 
of our help are the victims of the Tschernobyl accident, an event that occurred almost 30 
years ago. 
 
Celebrating Our Partnership with the Organization that Helps Children In Need
Our family was invited by the organization to the central library in the inner city of Bila 
Tserkva. The partnership of the organization with Lena and me representing the aid from 
Switzerland were affirmed. Several people spoke in front about how they appreciated this 
ongoing partnership. Some reporters from local newspapers were present. A singing group 
made up of six women and two men sang several songs, three girl played on the Bandura, 
and a few small children cited poems. Our family responded at the end of the afternoon 
affirming that we wanted to continue to help children in the Ukraine. I though made sure 
that the organization understands that Lena and I have small children who need us so we 
would not be able to help as much at the present time as in the past years.  



My translator and our family in front                A Ukrainian group of women           Three girls playing on the 
responding to the kind words spoken by            singers filling the room with their    Bandura (at the wall are a
several people and to the songs that were sung  loud and beautiful singing                Ukrainian and a Swiss flag)

 Visiting a Poor Widow
 Every time we visit the Ukraine, Nina takes 
 us to some of the most needy people that 
 she has been helping. This year she drove 
 us to the home of a widow in the 
 countryside whose house burned down five 
 years ago. Her new home has since then 
 been a storage room. It is located right next
 to her future house which is being built 
 with old and used bricks. One wonders how 
 long the widow will still continue to have 
 to live in the storage room. She at least 
does not have to get hungry because of  

The new house takes gradually its shape on the ground      some farm animals that she has around her 
where her old house once stood                                                house. When we left, she was determined to 

 give us a large glass of milk from her own 
 cow(s) to take home and three large 
 containers with dried fruit. If you think 
 you can convince this woman not to give 
 us this gift on our way home, you are 
 badly mistaken. We tried very hard on that 
 one. The widow was insisting that we take 
 it all with us, but finally we managed that 
 she agreed that she only gave us the glass 
 of milk and some dried fruit. She was very 
 generous even though she had very little to 
 give. 

This storage room has been this widow's home. In the 
background you can see a simple stove.

Asking For Your Prayers:
-The impact of the mission week on our youth, children, and people who visited as well
  as on the church's mission in the future.



-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 
-The financial stability of this church
-Peter Lindenmann's job position in the foreign department in Bern
-Tino and Mo's good adjustment to life in Switzerland, their “new home”
-Teklosien, his wife, and their baby
-my father, 80, and my mother, 84 
-Marcel, 40, who had his last back surgery in June
-Lucia, 70, and Elfriede, 84 who are dealing with all kinds of health problems
-Rösli, 85, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Our small children: Robin, Ilja, Elena, Jeanette, Joline, Sarah, Julia, and Eliane
-Anna, daughter of Ruedi and Regula, who has not visited the assembly for a few years 
-Teenagers of church members – Mathias who has not attended church any more since 
  2009; Benjamin, 18, and Rahel, 16, occasionally visiting 
-Ueli, an occasional church visitor

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 

Ivan + Lena Voser Ziegeleistrasse 34a 3612 Steffisburg, Switzerland. E-Mail:
voserivan@hotmail.com  or voserivan@gmail.com, Phone number: 0041 33 534 57 37
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