
The Taylor Family 
Year 1 Review 

———— 

2012-2013 
Looking back at our first year in Japan 

Email: taylorsgotojapan@gmail.com        Website: http://taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.com       Phone: (336) 838-5695  

It’s hard to believe, but August makes it one year that we’ve been in Matsudo! While we normally do a 
quarterly report (and still plan to do the next one as scheduled) we wanted to do a short review of 
what we’ve been busy with this past year.  Before we do that though, we would first like to say thank 
you to everyone who has made this first year possible. We have been blessed continually by the sup-
port and love coming from so many who care about this work in Japan. Every time we have had a 
need, you all have stepped up to help us out. It is incredibly humbling, encouraging, and beautiful to 
see God’s people recognize the need and respond. The task here is not easy. But your support, which 
has come in many different forms, helps us stay focused on the goal which is simply spreading the 
message of joy and hope that is found in Jesus Christ. Thank you for a heart that wants the people of 
Japan to hear that message, and entrusting us with the task  of sharing it with them. With that said, 
here’s a review of what we have been doing this past year. 

As you know, one of the biggest tasks for us upon coming to 
Japan this time has been learning the language. Talking about 
the big questions of life and how the story of Jesus’ life, death, 
and resurrection fits into that takes a lot more language com-
prehension than asking where the bathroom is (although that is 
a very important phrase to know)! However, the Japanese lan-
guage is very complicated for an American English speaker. The 
grammatical structure is mixed around, and even if one can 
speak fluently, reading and writing is a different matter. The 
Japanese use three separate writing forms: hiragana, katakana, 

and kanji. The kanji in particular are difficult, with each individual kanji having multiple readings de-
pending on the context. Due to these complications, as any missionary to Japan will tell you, language 
study is a must.  For this reason, Leslie began his language study a few weeks after we came to Ma-
tsudo. He has been studying 5 days a week every week since that time. This focus has already begun 
to pay dividends. He delivered his first Japanese sermon in May, and has been able to speak twice 
more since then, with the plan to continue speaking once a month at least. Along with Sara, Leslie has 
also been leading a Bible study each Tuesday night with a young Christian from the congregation here 
in Matsudo, currently covering the Gospel of John. This study is done primarily in Japanese.  As for 
Sara, she began her studies in January of this year, attending twice a week. For her as well, these stud-
ies have been valuable.  Sara has been able to start communicating with her friends in Japanese, even 
writing emails to confirm times and dates for various get-togethers. Beyond this she’s started talking 
more with fellow Christians at the congregation here in Matsudo. While many of our friends speak 
some English, it is often broken at best. Sara feels that now she can add to the relationship more from 
her side, which is a good feeling! To put it all simply, the language study is paying off. It’s hard work, 
and some days are better than others, but we think we are headed in the right direction and looking 
forward to future progress. 

Language Study 
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When it comes to generating interest in Christianity here 
in Japan, our family has seen many times that relation-
ships are key. As people build relationships with you - 
genuine relationships without ulterior motives - they can 
see Christ reflected through your life, a light every Chris-
tian ought to be able to shine. When they see the joy and 
love that flows from that, they naturally want to know 
more about the source. Thankfully, in our time in Ma-
tsudo, God has provided many opportunities for us to 
build these kinds of relationships. This has been some-
thing that Sara especially has been gifted with. We have gotten to know many families because of the 
things Sara and the girls get involved with in our community, be it at a city center or just the local play-
ground. Many of these friends have been over to our house for dinner or special parties, and we have 
been able to go over to their homes as well and enjoy time together. These interactions have opened 
a variety of doors. Several friends have shown up to worship on different occasions when Leslie has 
been speaking. They’ve begun to ask questions about what we believe. And just a few nights ago we 
were at a friend’s house, and she invited us to pray for the meal. In a nation where Christianity is at 
best a fringe belief, these kinds of steps are encouraging. Perhaps one of our most encouraging open 
doors comes from relationships in Okayama where we lived from 2010-2011. During that time Sara 
taught a lady’s English Bible class, and toward the end of our stay, a lady began attending who at the 
time was fairly blunt about her disinterest in faith of any stripe. Recently she and her family moved to 
a town only about 20 minutes away from us. After hearing this, Sara contacted her, and because of 
this past relationship and especially the light she saw reflected in Brent and Sandy Rogers in Okayama, 
she is now interested in knowing more about the things written in the Bible. She and Sara, along with 
a new friend, will begin studying together hopefully this month. This is obviously a blessing, a wide 
open door for our goal here, and another perfect example of how important these personal relation-
ships are.  Of course, aside from the spiritual implications, it makes life in Japan much easier when we 
have friends we can engage with on a regular basis. We ask that you all would continue to pray for us 
and these relationships, and that God will use us to draw more of the Japanese to him. 

Building Relationships 

While we still have much language learning to do, we have plans over the course of this next year to 
begin pursuing some ideas we have had. Some of these we have actually already begun to pursue. A 
few months ago, along with the help of Gamou San (the resident handy man of the church here in Ma-
tsudo), we began renovating the upstairs room at the church building. Our hope in the more immedi-
ate future is to begin using this room for a young children’s class on Sunday mornings before worship, 
as well as a quiet room for families with kids who may want something like that during worship. We 
are still discussing some ideas about the Sunday morning class in particular, but we are optimistic. The 
renovations on the room are mostly completed, but we still have some decorations and such that we 
want to do to make the room more child and family friendly. Another idea we’re hoping to pursue is a 
family and parenting group. As with parents all over the world, parents here often seem to feel over-
whelmed by the task at hand (something Sara and I know quite well!). A family group allows them to 
share that burden with each other, and through the church, offers a helpful service to the community. 

Plans For The Future 
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We have been so blessed this year in so many ways. Aside from the initial needs of moving to Japan and 
covering daily/monthly expenses, we’ve come many times to request further help for language study, and 
every time God has provided, most often through those of you reading this who want to support our 
work here.  Even aside from our needs, many have sent packages with different things from America that 
we can’t get here. We’ve received notes and messages on Facebook or via email encouraging us as well. 
These things have all been so wonderful and we really are so thankful. We are also thankful for how God 
has blessed us here in Japan and in our work. Our mission partners Steve and Debbie Carrell have helped 
us out so many times, helping us get set up and encourage us in the work we do.  The brothers and sisters 
here in Matsudo have helped us out as well, both financially and spiritually. And we’ve been blessed with 
so many connections with regular Japanese people who have befriended us and welcomed us into the 
community. To put it simply, we feel very positive about this first year and how it has set us up for our fu-
ture here in Japan.  

Of course, we still have much work to do, and we will continue to appreciate the love and encourage-
ment of all of you reading this. We ask that you continue to re-
member us in your prayers, along with everyone we interact with 
here in Japan. Pray for our family as we seek to shine the light of 
Jesus to those around us. Pray for us as we learn the language. 
Pray for our children as they make friends and pick up the lan-
guage. Pray for the church here as the fellow Christians here seek 
to grow and produce more spiritual fruit. May God be glorified in 
everything!  Thank you all, and here’s to another great year! 

 

          In Christian Love, 

The Taylor Family (Leslie, Sara, Cambria, and Madeleine) 

c/o Wilkesboro Church of Christ   P.O. Box 81  Wilkesboro, NC 28697 

Don’t forget! Here are some other 
ways you can keep up with our fam-
ily as we work here in Japan… 

 
Youtube: 

www.youtube.com/user/taylorsgotojapan 

 

Blog: 

taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.com 
 

Facebook Page: 

www.facebook.com/taylorsgotojapan 

Beyond that, as we’ve lived in Japan we’ve encountered many par-
ents who are interested in how we parent our children. Of course, 
we have our own backgrounds that affect our parenting styles, 
but primarily we view our relationship with our children through 
the lens of our relationship with God. We believe that with this 
kind of group we might be able to share that idea with others and 
be able to bless their families through it. We also hope that as we 
share these thoughts in a natural and comfortable environment, it 

will spur on questions about our faith which is foundational to our way of parenting. We believe this 
group may also draw in some men. Men in Japan tend to be overly busy, leaving for work early in the 
morning and getting back each night often after 9pm - we’ve known some who didn’t return until well 
after midnight each night! With this kind of schedule, building relationships with men can be near im-
possible unless you work with them. We hope that a parenting and family group might offer some 
kind of bridge. We believe that our family is at a perfect point to be able to reach out to those in our 
community in a natural way through this kind of group, and look forward to sharing the progress as it 
comes. Regardless, these two thoughts are the main ones we want to focus on over the coming year, 
along with our continuing language study, which of course will be vital to the success of these ideas. 

Plans For the Future (continued) 

Closing Thoughts 
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