
M a t s u d o  C h u r c h  o f  C h r i s t  

The Japanese Lantern 

    It has been cold and 
windy in Matsudo, but 
nothing like the storms or 
tornadoes in the Midwest.  
We hope you all have a 
very Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year in 
2014. 

    It was thrilling news for 
Debbie and me when Dr. 
Tadokoro came in and 
told her that her test re-
sults indicated she could 
go home - October 8th 
instead of the 16th, a week 
earlier than expected.  So I 
spent all day on Monday 
getting the house vacu-
umed, mopped, and clean 
for her arrival.  She was all 
packed and ready when I 
arrived the next day! 

   Although Debbie’s tests 

have indicated the cancer 
is gone and she is in remis-
sion, both Dr. Tadokoro 
and Dr. Kashimura said it 
may return unless a bone 
marrow transplant is done. 
All along we have been 
negotiating with Debbie’s 
sister, Teresa, to see if she 
could be a donor.  Teresa 
completed all the tests 
required and Dr. 
Kashimura wrote to tell us 

that she is eligible to be a suita-
ble donor!  We are so thankful 
to God for this blessing which 
should be lengthen her life for 
a number of years. Thank you 
all for your continued prayers 
to our Father on her behalf. 

   Debbie now commutes as an 
out patient for her regular hos-
pital checkups, and takes her 
medicines, but she does not 
have to remain in the hospital. 

    It was good news that Teresa 
will be an official donor and 
that Debbie does  not have to 
return all during the Christmas 
holiday.  However on Decem-
ber 16th (Monday) we must 
travel to Chiba University Hos-
pital to meet a new set of doc-
tors who will be in charge of 
the bone marrow transplant 
process.  It will help us to learn 
the location of that hospital 
(never been there), to help us 
get oriented to what they will be 
doing in the procedure next 
year.  We can go through what-
ever “paperwork” may be need-
ed in case Debbie finds that the 
cancer has returned. 

   In the meantime, we are en-
joying every day together and 
I’m realizing even more what a 
blessing my wife has been and 
continues to be to me. 

   The only major side-effect 
which Debbie is experiencing is 
numbness in her hands and 
feet. She describes it as walking 
on cardboard and rocks all the 
time. This keeps her “off bal-
ance” and it feels very “uneven” 
to her.  She never complains 
about it and continues to try to 

keep her fingers limber by 
crocheting or cross stitching 
many items as gifts for our 
grandbaby or to give to 
friends and neighbors.  She 
has tried to walk regularly to 
keep her feet exercised as 
well. Thank God for His rich 
blessings! 
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October- mid-December, 2013 

Catelyn Olivia Carrell 
Born 11/15/2013 

  Our long awaited granddaugh-
ter, Catelyn Olivia Carrell was 
born on November 15th at 1:49 
p.m. at Hendricks Hospital in 
Abilene, Texas.  She weighed 6 
lbs. 14 oz. (3.118 kg) and was 
19.5 inches long (49.5 cm). 

   Matthew and  Schivon are the 
very happy parents who are 
finding out that little girls are 
quite different than boys.  

   She has been quiet and sleep-
ing much of the time, but does 
enjoy her feeding times. As you 
can see from the photo on this 
page, she takes darling pictures. 
Her big brother Corban is very 
happy having her around. See 
photo in “Highlights.”  (p. 4) 
Thank you all for your prayers. 

Our Sponsoring Church:            
Center Rd. Church of Christ 

899 W 300 S  

Kokomo, Indiana  46902 

765-453-1448 

http://www.centerandpark.org/ 
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JSE Founder’s Day and Teacher’s Mtg 

Matsudo Preacher’s Mtg 

  Two years ago, Matsudo church hosted the October Preacher’s Meeting at our build-
ing.  It was the first time in many years for the meeting to be held n Matsudo.  Due to 
Debbie’s health problems, the 2012 meeting was held at the Haruna Church of Christ 
where Bro. Obata is preaching.  We were not sure if we could host it again this year, but 
thankfully, Debbie responded well to her treatment and we agreed to have it at Matsudo 
once again.  We were especially glad that Bro. Dwight Albright and his wife, Josephine, 
who was here during the summer could attend before they returned back to the States. 

   For the morning devotion, I spoke about “Accepting the Situation God Gives Us” 
from 1 Cor.7:17-24.  Recognizing in my own life big changes with my Dad’s death in 
April and Debbie’s returning cancer also that month, I believe God tests our faith. It is 
important first to remain faithful to God looking for opportunities, and to become 
aware of God’s activity in our lives.  This can help us grow spiritually.   

Warabi Fall Joint Worship 

  Each Fall, Tokyo and Shizuoka area churches take turns hosting a 
joint worship meeting at their various congregations.  This year the 
Warabi Church of Christ, which is about an hour from Matsudo by 
train, hosted the Fall Joint Worship on November 23rd.  Debbie and 
I decided to go because we always enjoy seeing many of our brothers 
and sisters in the churches around Japan.  

   The theme this year was Singing Praise to the Lord.  Bro. Maeda 
from the Nakada Church of Christ in Shizuoka was the speaker.  After lunch, everyone  divided into three separate groups. Our 
group met on the 2nd floor and we each took turns selecting our favorite songs, telling why we liked the song.  Then we spent time 

singing each of those songs, practicing them even if we didn’t know them well.  In this way, we all 
got to learn about 10 songs in our particular group.  Other groups chose to make a chorus group 
or perhaps study the history of their songs.  So it was a very meaningful and enjoyable time for all 
who attended. 

     One of the best things about this is that all those who came could take home what they 
learned and pass it on to their home congregations to improve their praise worship to the Lord.  
We thank God for such wonderful opportunities.  

    The theme for this year’s JSE (Japan School of Evangelism) Founder’s Day meet-
ing was “The Illusion of Perfection, the Blessing of Salvation.” Bro. Tadayoshi Aika-
wa was the featured speaker, speaking from Micah 2:12-13 and 6:6-8.  He cautioned 
that we need to not be satisfied with a “form” of religion, but by faith and obedi-
ence to God, rely on Jesus only who was and is perfect. If we don’t give room for 
God to work in our lives, he said, we may become arrogant and proud of our on 
accomplishments. He concluded that we should “Act justly, Love mercy, and Walk 
humbly with God.”  It was a very encouraging sermon. 

   Afterward, we went to Oberlin College where we had a JSE Teacher’s retreat, 
discussing the progress of students in the 2012-13 school year and planning for 
next year’s curriculum.  It was good to have fellowship with fellow teachers and to 
praise the Lord for His blessings. 



Matsudo Church Auditorium Painted 
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Matsudo Church News 

CAJ Thrift Shop and Flat Stanley 

   Although Debbie got out of the hospital in October and in 
time for us to go to the Christian Academy (CAJ) Thrift Shop, we 
decided not to participate in working at the registers or announc-
ing this time because of Debbie’s fragile condition and risk 
among the crowds.  So we DID go, but just to shop and visit.  I 
also took to opportunity to donate blood (as I have in the past). 

    Another project Debbie was asked to do (I helped some) was 
“Flat Stanley” - a cute character for children that we take with us 
different places to show him around Japan.  Then we used Skype 
to talk with the children in a Texas elementary school directly 
about Japan and its culture.  Quite a lot of fun!  You can see pics 
of Flat Stanley’s adventures in Japan if you click here. 

Matsudo Preaching and Classes 
  Leslie Taylor has been preaching regularly at Matsudo church 
every 3rd Sunday with a “Family Focus” theme.  It is a special 
outreach to our Matsudo community.  He’s also been able to do 
most of the other items of worship too in Japanese, since Bro. 
Tamura has been sick at home now for about 2 months.  We 
appealed to the Ochanomizu Church of Christ to help us. They 
have been sending a few men once a month, so that has been 
encouraging. I’m continuing to preach all the other Sundays, 
except the 5th Sunday where the Matsudo men are encouraged 
to speak.  

   It was decided that we move our “in-depth” Japanese Bible 
study time to every first Sunday.  We have had very good partici-
pation and pray that it will continue. 

   Around September at our church business meeting, it was decided that we might give our building a 
brighter look with new curtains and a paint job.  The auditorium walls had to be scraped, washed, and 
taped before beginning.  In October, the new curtains were purchased.  Then the ladies bought paint 
supplies.  Masking tape and paper were put up all around in preparation before painting. In early No-
vember, painting was begun with several members all taking part, so that it was a group project.   

    Since we had to take about 2 weeks for the entire project, it was decided that we would meet in our 
(Carrells) home for two Bible classes and for one Sunday Worship, followed by a fellowship meal.  We 
transferred song books and Bibles over to the house and enjoyed a 

very warm time of fellowship while the building was being painted.   

    At the same time we were giving the church building a “makeover,” it was also a time when we 
could go through a lot of “junk” which had accumulated over the years and blending our various tal-
ents together, get more organized, consolidated, and trimmed down for better usage of our building 
space.  Some were good at deciding what to keep or what to throwaway, some were better at organiz-
ing, and some with hauling trash away, and some with providing refreshments as we worked together. 
Since the building has not been painted in 52 years, it does give everything a much different feeling as 
we worship and study God’s Word.  We pray that His Name will be glorified in all things!  

longer come on Sundays.  So plans are being made to reach out to more children in our community.  We made some brochures for both 
Christmas and for regular times and we’re reaching out to try to get more kids to come from the new year, 2014.  Please pray for these 
efforts. 

 Singing Practice:  It was decided that we would move the singing practice time to every 4th Sunday.  Then we can focus on a few more 
songs than just one or two each week.  Everyone seems to enjoy singing, but we just want to increase our repertoire.  We hope to sing 
around Christmas time at an assisted care living facility as we did last year. 

Visitation or Calling:  It was also decided that we would divide up the responsibility of checking on those who are sick or elderly among 
the rest of the “younger” members, so that we can better attend to their needs.  When each of us have someone special to “check on” we 
should be able to build a better relationship with them.  This involves calling them, stopping by when needed, seeing if they need any-
thing, and trying to supply what they need.  Please pray for these efforts as well. 

In Depth Bible Study:  We are finishing some material from a previous study on Christian maturity.  This time, it was requested by some 
of the members to learn more than just the content of the Bible, but also “how to” teach their neighbors and friends.  We are looking 
forward with great anticipation as we study in 2014 more about “personal evangelism” or sharing the gospel 
with family and friends.  It was especially encouraging when the members requested this rather than my hav-
ing to “push” it.  Please pray for the success of this endeavor as well. 

Sis. Yamada Receives the Emperor’s Medal:  One of our church members was recently honored for over 35 
years of service at Nazare-en Christian Nursing Home with a medal given to her by the Emperor of Japan!  All 
of us a Matsudo church were very surprised, but delighted that she got this great honor. 

Sunday School Classes:  The 2 girls who were regularly attending  Sunday School 
became Jr. High age kids and got involved with school activities so much that they no 

http://www.flatstanleyinjapan.shutterfly.com


Prayer Requests 

 Thanksgiving for Debbie’s 
successful chemotherapy and 
for finding a donor for next 
year’s bone marrow transplant. 

 For recovery for Matsudo church members 
who are ill. 

 For Leslie and Sara Taylor’s continuing  
Japanese language and cultural studies. 

 For relief efforts for earthquake care, and 
support in Eastern Japan. 

 For spiritual maturity and unity in the body 
of Christ at Matsudo and Yokota. 

 For Bible class students to grow in faith so 
they will become Christians 

 For courage and faith to trust and obey God 
in the face of various trials in the church, in 
our families, and among the nations of the 
world. 

Debbie was all packed and excited 

to be leaving the hospital 

Dropping by to see Bro. Nakahara 

in the hospital 

Matsudo Church Auditorium with 

new curtains and ivory walls 
Proud grandson Corban with his ba-

by sister, Catelyn Olivia 

Other News and Notes 

Highlights - October- mid-December, 2013    
(see more in Photo Album) 

Shining the Light of the  

Gospel in Japan 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet  

and a light for my path.”  

                               (Psalms 119:105)  

Minami Hanashima 3-48-5 
Matsudo, Japan  271-0065 
Phone: 047-362-8858 
Fax: 047-368-7822 
Email: matsudochurch@gmail.com 
Website: http://www.matsudochurch.com 

MATSUDO  CHURCH  OF CHRIST  

New Church Homepage: Please NOTE 
the change in homepage URL address for 
Matsudo church - as listed above 

Draper Family:  Bro. Ron Draper and his 
family are leaving Yokota church at the 
end of December and moving to Wichita, 
Kansas. We will certainly miss them. 

Groves Family:  Bro. Peter Groves and his 
family recently arrived at Yokota church. 
They have 4 children and Misty is expect-
ing twins very soon.  We glad they have 
come to that congregation. 

Christmas Decorations:  Every year Deb-
bie likes to decorate our house with all 
kinds of things which brighten up the 
atmosphere with things she has made, 
collected, or bought.  You can see those 
decorations by clicking here. Enjoy! 

   As we come to the end of 2013, we 
recognize there were many challenges, but 
the Lord has richly blessed us, especially 
with so many wonderful friends.  Thank 
you all for your prayers and support for 
our work in Japan.  May God bless you.  
Have a Merry Christmas and a very Hap-
py New Year! 

In His service, 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

Contact Information 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

Dai 2 Marukame Haitsu 201 

Minami Hanashima 3-44-6 

Matsudo, Japan 271-0065 

 

Home phone: 047-368-7822 

(Japan country code 81) 

 

Steve’s e-mail: 

fujikid76@yahoo.com 

 

Debbie’s e-mail: 

crossstitcher24@yahoo.com Click here for Japan 
Earthquake  Information 

at Park Ave. Church  
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https://carrellchristmas2013.shutterfly.com/
http://www.parkave.org/content/4575-japan-earthquake-information.html
http://www.parkave.org/content/4575-japan-earthquake-information.html
http://www.parkave.org/content/4575-japan-earthquake-information.html

