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みなさん、こんにちは！ Hello everyone!  We pray everyone is healthy and blessed, and as always thank you 
for taking the time to read our newsletter. We hope you’ll enjoy reading about what we have been up to.  
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This Summer was pretty busy with visits from family. In July, 
Sara’s parents were able to come visit for a couple of weeks. 
It was great to be able to relax with them and let them enjoy 
some time with their grandchildren. We did a lot of traveling 
with them, as they’ve never visited Japan before. Aside from 
showing them around Tokyo, we also took a short trip to Ma-
tsumoto, as they greatly enjoy the mountains. As you can 
imagine, it was very nice to be able to visit with them, since 
we had not seen them in a year. Skype is nice - a blessing 
when you’re living overseas - but there’s nothing like getting 
a real hug and seeing someone face to face! 

 

While Sara’s parents were here, Leslie was able to preach in Japa-
nese for the third time. This lesson was one we hoped would gener-
ate interest from the Japanese, as it was about seeing God’s finger-
print in the kanji. Several Japanese friends did visit - for one of 
them, Yumi, it was her first time ever attending church worship. 
She told us afterward that she was encouraged and surprised to 
see some of the ways that God and the story of Jesus show up in 
kanji and was interested in learning more. In fact, this week she 
came over to visit, so please pray as we build that relationship. Leslie preaching his kanji sermon 

Riding the bullet train to Matsumoto with Sara’s family 

July 

 

We mentioned in our past newsletter that we were looking to-
ward beginning to use the upstairs room of the church building 
for a Sunday morning class for small children. In July, Sara began 
that new class and we are in the process of figuring out how best 
to use it in our ministry here. Just the other day, we received 
some great kids’ Bible class decorations from some of our sup-
porters in the US, and will be using those to make the room a bit 
more kid friendly. One idea we’ve had is using the Bible class ma-
terial to teach some small English things for young children. We 
think this may have some success, but we’re still working out the 
details. Please keep this class in your prayers! 

Madeleine shows off her Bible class craft 



August saw another visitor as Leslie’s brother Lloyd returned 
for a second time. Lloyd had been wanting to climb Mt Fuji, 
and the season for climbing this massive dormant volcano is 
the short window between June to late August. Though Les-
lie was somewhat reluctant, he did finally agree to go, and the 
two successfully made the trip to the top. Although it was 
certainly a challenging climb, it was a perfect bonding time for 
them both. However, there’s an old Japanese saying: “If you 
don’t climb Fuji once, you’re a fool, but if you climb it twice, 
you’re also a fool!” Leslie can well understand that saying 
now! 
 

As many of you may know, August also was a big milestone for our family, as it marked the end of our 
first year back in Japan. If you’ve not seen it yet, please make sure to go see the one year video we made 
which gives a basic overview of what we’ve been up to this past year. You can view it using this link: 
http://youtu.be/k0yE7kkc0ug 
 
In short, this first year has been amazing. Along with ending our first 
year, we began our second year of language study in August. Every 
month we see this pay off more and more as we’re able to further in-
teract with the Japanese people who live around us and engage on a 
more meaningful level with church activities. As of now, Leslie has had 
opportunity to fill every role in worship, from preaching to praying. 
This is especially important since recently two of the other men who 
usually filled certain roles have been sick. Brother Tamura, who is in his 
80s, is dealing with a number of issues that make it difficult for him to 
get around, and brother Nakahara who is in his 60s has been battling 
lymphoma among other issues. Please keep these two men in your 
prayers! With only Steve and Leslie to fill worship roles, the Japanese 
ability has proven more and more vital to our work here.  
 

As you probably know, Leslie has been teaching a Satur-
day morning English Bible class for about a year now. Just 
a few weeks back we finished the book of 1 John which 
was a great study. The members who have been showing 
up have been very encouraged, and equally as important 
is a non-Christian Japanese lady, Ms. Tamura,  who has 
been attending for some time now. Recently, her ques-
tions have been more connected with faith and the Chris-
tian walk, so we certainly request your prayers here as 
well for her heart to be soft and open to the message of 
Christ. We’re now studying the Sermon on the Mount, so 
we hope this will continue to be beneficial to all parties.  
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Lloyd and Leslie at Fuji’s 8th station 

The Saturday English Bible class at the Matsudo Church of Christ 

August 

Our Japanese teachers, Ms. Yamamoto and Mr. 
Takahashi 

http://youtu.be/k0yE7kkc0ug
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After all of our family had visited, things began to get very busy again, 
but in great ways. Firstly, as you know, we’ve been studying every 
Tuesday night with a young lady named Mariya. She’s a Christian here 
in Matsudo and a great example to others her age! In fact, she is con-
sidering joining Adventures In Missions in the future, but either way is 
interested in being involved in mission work in some way. Because of 
that heart for reaching out to others with the gospel, she invited one 
of her friends, named Yuu, to come study with us one evening. Yuu 
had never really heard the gospel before, and it was our privilege to 
sit down with her and discuss the basics of the great story of Jesus 
and the hope we have through him! She asked some great questions 
and we hope that we at least planted some seeds. We planted, per-
haps others will water, but we pray God brings the increase in her life. 
 
You may remember in a past newsletter we also mentioned a lady 
named Nao who had recently moved to a nearby city from Okayama 
Prefecture where we used to live from 2010-2011. Because of the 
great example of Brent and Sandy Rogers, she had gone from 
(according to her own words) being uninterested in religious things 
to wanting to know more about Jesus and the Bible! What a great 
example from the Rogers, and what a great point for us to remember 
- how we live, the kind of people we are, is so important in sharing the gospel! Anyway, after a number of delays, 
Sara was finally able to begin this study toward the end of September. We are looking forward to continuing this, 
and in fact Nao is planning to bring at least one friend next time. So here’s yet another prayer request for all of you 
to remember! 
 
Also in September we were blessed to have an opportunity to begin teaching at a Christian hoikuen (or kindergar-
ten) in Tokyo. One of the Christians here in Matsudo, Sanpei San, is the principal of the school, and since she knew 
Leslie had taught English at a hoikuen in Okayama full time, she set up the chance for us to teach some English 
there once a month, as well as at a jidoukan (a kind of children’s house) once a month. This will provide some extra 
income for us here, which is always helpful, especially since we’ve lost some of our support this year for a variety 
of reasons. We are thankful for the great Christians brothers and sisters who look out for us in ways like this! 

 
As we’ve said many times, one of our biggest goals here 
has been to make relationships naturally and use those 
relationships to share Jesus naturally. We believe this is 
one of the more effective ways to do it in Japan, although 
it also takes time. On the last Sunday of September, we 
had an opportunity to build some new relationships 
through some friends who live a couple of houses down 
from the church building. They invited us over for a cook-
out, and again this is where those Japanese studies prove 
important. Because of your support and our dedication to 
these studies, we were able to enjoy that and start some 
new relationships that we hope will ultimately lead to 
more people being interested in the message of Jesus 
Christ. 

September 

Enjoying a cookout with new friends! 

Mrs. Sanpei’s school is very close to the Skytree! 
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We again want to thank everyone for all your prayers and support for our work here. Every 

time we have needed something, you have stepped up. To know that our friends and family 

back home are praying for us and care about what is hap-

pening here is a special feeling. It helps keep us focused on 

the goal, which is sharing Jesus with the many people of 

Japan. Thank so much as always, and please continue to 

pray not just for us, but for the many workers all over Ja-

pan and the world! 

 

                 in Christ, 

The Taylor Family (Leslie, Sara, Cambria, and Madeleine) 

c/o Wilkesboro Church of Christ   P.O. Box 81  Wilkesboro, NC 28697 

Family News 
 

While this isn’t news from our family directly, in a sense it really is, and regardless it’s exciting. 

As you may know, Debbie Carrell (one of our missions partners here in Matsudo) has been in 

the hospital since the Spring being treated for lymphoma. This is the second time she’s had to 

deal with it, but the treatments have been seeming to do a very good job and as of the 

week of this writing, she will finally be coming out of the hospital and back home for good! As 

you can imagine, Steve is very happy about this and we are too. We’ve really missed seeing 

Debbie around and are looking forward to having her join back in on various activities. That 

said, she still has some treatments to take in the coming 

months including a bone marrow transfusion from her sis-

ter. The doctors feel very positive that this will take care of 

it for good, so please pray for her continued healing and 

that she will finally be able to put this disease behind her.  

 

If you know our family, you know that we love families in 

general and part of our goal in working here in Japan is 

to encourage people to think about God and his word 

by ministering to them. We know just how much of a 

challenge parenting and marriage can be. Later in Octo-

ber, we will be beginning that ministry with our first family 

day here in Matsudo. Leslie will be preaching in Japa-

nese on the topic “Where can the bonds of family be 

found?” We pray that through this ministry we’ll be able 

to share the blessings God has given to us with the many 

young families that we’ve met in this area. Please keep 

this day in your prayers. We’ve done a lot of preparation 

for this day and are hoping it will be successful in every 

way.  

Don’t forget! Here are some other 
ways you can keep up with our fam-
ily as we work here in Japan… 

 
Youtube: 

www.youtube.com/user/taylorsgotojapan 

 

Blog: 

taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.com 
 

Facebook Page: 

www.facebook.com/taylorsgotojapan 

Our Family Day flier for inviting the community 
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