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On to a New Year! 

みなさん、こんにちは！ Hello everyone!  We pray everyone is healthy and blessed, and as always thank you 
for taking the time to read our newsletter. We hope you’ll enjoy reading about what we have been up to.  
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October always starts off busy but in good way, as the 6th of 
the month is Cambria’s birthday. Difficult as it is for us to be-
lieve, this birthday she turned 5 years old. She’s really getting 
to be a big girl now, and while it’s tough in one way, we’re 
very proud of her. We were excited to be settled down, as it 
gave us a chance to give her a proper birthday party with 
friends. We invited several friends whose parents came as 
well, and we all had a great time together. As you can imag-
ine, Cambria was very excited and happy to have everyone 
there to celebrate with her, and perhaps it made it a little eas-
ier to not have grandparents there in person.  

 

Also in October we got started with our first family day. Essentially, 
these family days give us an opportunity to invite our friends (most 
of whom have families) and minister to them through the church. 
Leslie preaches on these days in Japanese, and we started the 
monthly event off with the topic of kazoku no kizuna wa doko ni, 
which means “where are the bonds of family?” We’ve had varied 
success so far with these days, but we’re really excited to continue 
them throughout 2014. Please pray for these to be successful as we 
seek to glorify God and draw people to Him through this ministry. Leslie preaching on Family Day 

Opening presents from friends in our living room 

October 

 

Also in October the church in Matsudo hosted the monthly 
preacher’s meeting. Usually Leslie is not able to attend these be-
cause of a combination of distance and interference with Japa-
nese classes for both him and Sara on those days. However, since 
Matsudo was hosting this one he was glad to be able to attend. 
These meetings usually involve a Bible study, singing, and prayers, 
as well as a time where each minister shares different events go-
ing on at their respective congregations. Leslie was happy to be 
able to discuss some of what our family has been doing in Japa-
nese to the other ministers, and looks forward to attending them 
regularly once our full time Japanese study is completed. 

Tokyo area ministers gathered together in fellowship 



November is a great month here in Japan. This country is 
known for its distinct seasons, which can be experienced 
across most of its territory. Although the Tokyo area doesn’t 
see a lot of snow, it does see some beautiful colors through-
out the Autumn. Two of the prettiest trees are the ginkgo 
tree, which turns a bright yellow, and momiji - also known as 
the Japanese maple - which have various shades of red, or-
ange, and yellow as well. This year the colors seemed much 
more vibrant than last year here in Matsudo, and with the 
nice weather we made sure to get out a lot in preparation for 
the cold, windy Winter ahead. 
 

Along with the change of the seasons and the leaves, we also took the opportunity to make some big 
changes to the building. When we arrived in Matsudo, the building had a decades old feel to it. Of course, 
the colors and “feeling” of the building aren’t that important, but 
knowing that we are hoping to see growth in our family ministry and 
looking to have more visitors through that, we wanted to put our best 
foot forward and make them feel comfortable when they come. With 
that in mind we asked the congregation if they would be on board with 
painting the interior of the building, specifically the main room where 
we worship and the entrance, known in Japan as the genkan (this is 
where you take your shoes off in most homes). We were very excited, 
if not a bit surprised, that everyone not only got on board with the idea 
but really pitched in and helped make it happen. Just about everyone 
came at some point to help paint. Sara especially spent many hours do-
ing this as she has experience doing it from childhood, and (odd 
though it may seem) enjoys the activity. We feel really good with how 
the project went down and the final result is pretty impressive consid-
ering we’re all amateurs. It took most of the month to finish the pro-
ject, but we hope that as guests continue to visit they’ll feel more at 
home thanks to the work we all put in.  

 
As November came to a close, we were happy to be able 
to visit our friends who live down in Yokosuka. They’re a 
military family, and knowing that it is difficult to do a real 
Thanksgiving in Japan, they invited us to come fellowship 
with them at their house. During the holidays, it is really a 
joy to have people like the Broyles invite us into their 
home and let us be a part of these special holiday tradi-
tions. It especially helps that they have kids very close to 
the same age as our own. We will miss them when they 
return to the US, but are thankful for the memories we’ve 
been able to make thanks to their hospitality.  
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Red momiji leaves near our apartment in Matsudo 

Our girls playing with chalk alongside the Broyles’ two daughters. 

November 

Even Madeleine pitched in and helped clean the 
walls to prepare for painting! 
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As usual, December proved to very busy with a lot of great 
things going on through the church. With Christmas, the 
church in Matsudo gets a great opportunity to reach out to 
the community in a variety of ways. One thing we did this 
year was another kids’ Christmas party. The turnout ended 
up being quite good for us, with 8 children showing up, not 
including our own two girls! For a congregation with a mem-
bership of only about 15, having 8 kids come is a wonderful 
thing. We had a great time together, watching movies, eating 
snacks, and just having fun. After our language schooling is 
done, we’re hoping to host more events like these to plant 
some seeds while these children are still young. 
 
Another service we were able to participate in was going 
singing at the nursing home where Mrs. Shimoda works. She is the mother of the young Christian girl, Mariya, with 
whom we study the Bible each Tuesday evening. Because of her connection to the nursing home, several of us 

from the Matsudo congregation were able to go there and sing for 
a crowd of about 50 elderly people and the staff members of the 
home. It really seemed to brighten the spirits of everyone there, 
and it’s always a nice feeling for us to know we can put a smile on 
someone’s face, especially during the Christmas season. Of course, 
we think some of the older ladies enjoyed seeing the girls more 
than listening to our songs, but that’s okay too! 
 
In December we continued on with our monthly family day event, 
and were excited to have two families come, especially as one of 
the husbands actually came as well. This was the first time for both 
of these families to visit, which is always a joy, and we hope we’ll 
see more of them in the future. For many of these families, this is 
likely the first time they’ve ever visited a worship service, so please 

pray for their hearts and ours as they attend and think about what they learn. 
 
Of course, we also were glad to be able to enjoy Christmas at 
our home this year, and we are especially thankful at this 
time of year for how many people think about us. We had 
various people send us cards and boxes filled with goodies 
for the girls and for Leslie and Sara, and it really means the 
world to us. We love Japan and are glad to be able to minis-
ter here, but during the holidays that little taste of love from 
home is a joy that’s tough to beat. Especially for our girls, we 
like for them to be able to have the kind of Christmas memo-
ries we did as children, and that kind of thing helps. Mixed in 
with the sea of gifts they received from relatives, I think it’s 
safe to say they won’t forget this Christmas! As we go into 
the New Year, we remember how many people back home 
have made this year possible, and are thankful for all the 
prayers and support we receive throughout the year.  

December 

Christmas eve 2013 at the Taylor house 

Enjoying snacks together at the kids’ Christmas party 

The elderly and the staff at the home enjoyed the girls! 



Email: taylorsgotojapan@gmail.com        Website: http://taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.com       Phone: (336) 838-5695  

We really appreciate you taking the time to read through our news letter, and while we can’t fit 

everything in here, we hope it has given you an idea of what we’ve been up to for the last sev-

eral months. As we close this newsletter out, we’d like to 

ask you to take a moment to read a special request from us 

on the final page. This request is very important to our 

work here.  

 

Please continue to pray for us, and may God bless you in 

every way throughout 2014! 

 

                 in Christ, 

The Taylor Family (Leslie, Sara, Cambria, and Madeleine) 

c/o Wilkesboro Church of Christ   P.O. Box 81  Wilkesboro, NC 28697 

Other News 
 

We already mentioned that we had Cambria’s birthday, but we 

didn’t get to talk about what we did for her birthday. Since we 

came back to Japan, Cambria has desperately wanted to see 

Mt. Fuji up close, so for her birthday present, at the end of October 

we took a trip to Kawaguchiko, a town just at the foot of the 

mountain. We were even able to take a bus up to the 5th station 

of the mountain, and do a little walking around on the side of it. 

She had a fabulous time and we were all happy to have the 

chance to make some good memories. 

 

Also, we wanted to request prayers from everyone for a study Sara 

has been doing every Friday with a lady named Nao. She is a 

friend Sara made when we lived in Okayama who, last year, hap-

pened to move up to a nearby town with a desire to study the Bi-

ble. We think there is a good chance she may become a Christian 

this year, and we ask for your prayers for her as she continues to 

study and think about that decision. 

 

Finally we wanted to share another 

picture from painting the church 

building. The picture on the left is of 

the finished result. We’re really 

proud of how everything turned 

out, and look forward to continuing 

to use this building for God’s service 

in 2014.    

Don’t forget! Here are some other 
ways you can keep up with our fam-
ily as we work here in Japan… 

 
Youtube: 

www.youtube.com/user/taylorsgotojapan 

 

Blog: 

taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.com 
 

Facebook Page: 

www.facebook.com/taylorsgotojapan 

Cambria was all smiles at Mt Fuji 

http://youtube.com/user/taylorsgotojapan
http://taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.com
http://www.facebook.com/taylorsgotojapan


Dear family and friends, 

 

We're excited to be able to tell everyone that this next semester of language study will be our 

final full time semester. While we will likely continue study after that, it will not be in a full 

time capacity, which will give us more time to focus on ministry here in Matsudo - something 

that we could not do until our language skills were sufficient. 

 

Our language skills have grown so much over the last year and a half. When we came here, we 

knew next to nothing. Of course we knew a few words like konnichiwa (hello) and arigatou 

(thanks), but we had no ability to communicate in any meaningful way. Even simple tasks like 

getting directions or ordering food were not possible in Japanese. The school we attend how-

ever - Tokyo Academy of Communications - is fantastic, and because of its connection to 

Christianity has taught us not just how to communicate in daily life, but specific things related 

to sharing our faith. Because of your support, their teaching, and our hard work, we can now 

interact with people about our faith in Japanese. This study has truly paid off, but we still have 

sharpening to do. 

 

With that in mind, we went to the Bell Trust Fund to request a grant for our final semester of 

language study. They have graciously helped us twice before, but unfortunately for us, this time 

they had more requests than they could financially handle and so we did not receive the grant. 

For that reason we are coming to all of you asking you to help us complete our final full time 

semester. 

 

We need to raise $5000 for this final semester of full time study by January 20th. This will pro-

vide for both Leslie and Sara to study each week. We have always been amazed by how God 

has blessed us in this, always providing for our needs when they come up, often through all of 

you. 

 

We want to thank each and every one of you for taking the time to read this letter. We make 

this request humbly, knowing that any money you give is money that could have spent else-

where. Our prayer is that our work here will glorify God, and that through these studies we'll be 

more capable of faithfully representing the Gospel of Christ to the people of Japan. 

 

Grace and peace through Christ, and blessings to you in the New year! 
 

Leslie, Sara, Cambria, and Madeleine 
 
 
Checks can be made out to Wilkesboro Church of Christ, memo: Taylor Japan mission, and sent to: 

Wilkesboro Church of Christ 

PO Box 81 

Wilkesboro, NC 28697 


