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Japanese Lantern Photos 
We were reminded in February of our way of life in Hokkaido, 
when we experienced an especially heavy snowfall in the Tokyo 
area.  On the Friday that it began to snow, I hurried to a nearby 
hardware store to try to find a good snow shovel, but they had 
sold out just 30 minutes before my arrival.  Looking around for 
something to “scoop” the snow, I found a large plastic scooper 
(something like a “big dustpan), so I bought a large one and a little 

smaller one because I know we would need to use them.  Leslie Taylor thought we should can-
cel class the next day, but I wanted to try to sweep as much as possible so we could meet for 
worship on Sunday (2/9).  We were surprised at the good turnout despite the snow.  Even Bro. 
Gamou and his wife with chains on his tires made a 3 hour trip to come to church, which was 
an inspiration to all of us.  There was some leakage in the entrance area, so Bro. Gamou looked 
for the cause and found that snow had blown in under the roof from an unknown location and 
was dripping in the shoes.  He cleaned that out and let it dry 
out. 
 
A brother at Yokota church shoveled the parking lot so we 

could meet for Wednesday night (2/12) for a singing.  We 

thought things would let up, but the following Saturday was 

another snowfall (2/16), so we had more shoveling to do, but 

we had a good attendance that day as well.  Finally from Sunday 

afternoon on, we had a rain which melted most of the snow and 

the streets have gradually been free from snow., though it remains cold.  We hope that Spring 

will now soon be on its way. 
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On December 26th Debbie had a PET scan taken and we learned 
the results of the test by phone on January 8th.  She was shown to 
have a small growth in her pelvic area, but very slow growing.  So 
the doctor recommended that she wait two months. On March 4th 
she had a blood test and x-ray. There was no fluid buildup in the 
lungs, but her sugar level was a little high.  Because Debbie has 
diabetes, she has to be more careful of what she eats and drinks, 

but overall she is feeling pretty good.  Another PET scan is scheduled for April 8th and a week 
later we should know more about her condition.   
      It is our hope that we then can perhaps schedule a trip to the 
States to visit churches and family since we were unable to do so in 
2013.  Your prayers are appreciated. In the meantime, Debbie keeps 
herself busy with her normal housework, teaching classes, and mak-
ing things for her family, grandchildren, and neighbors. 

Debbie’s PET Scan and Results 

http://www.matsudochurch.com 

Includes sermons in Japanese 

日本語の説教も含んでいます 

http://www.centerandpark.org/
http://jlnews.shutterfly.com/
http://www.matsudochurch.com


Singing at the Old Folks Home 

   On Monday (12/23) Sis. Kuniko Shimoda, who works at nursing home, made 
arrangements for several of us from Matsudo church to sing for the elderly folks 
there.  This is the second year that we’ve had this opportunity.  Each time we go, we 
have a unique opportunity to tell both the residents and the workers about our faith 
in God.  Our family, the Taylors, Sis. Shimoda and Mariya, along with Sis. Izawa all 
went by car to sing there in the morning.  As we sang songs about the birth of 
Christ, I explained why Christ is important to us all.  Some of the most famous 
songs, such as “Joy to the World” and “Silent Night” were very familiar to them, so 
we encouraged them to sing along with us.  Both workers at the home as well as 
those living there seemed to be happy to hear from our group.  It may provide us a 
future opportunity to minister to their needs over time. 

Visitors on Christmas Eve 

On Christmas Eve each year, we have tried to prepare a program 
which provides a general outreach to the public in our commu-
nity.  All our neigh- bors and friends are welcome to come and 
hear a message to try to explain why Jesus came into the world as 
the Savior of all men.  It allows us to also introduce the Bible 
as God’s Word, tell the plan of God’s salvation for all mankind, 
and to give people a proper understanding about the Lord’s church 
and what we are here to do.  Afterwards, everyone is invited 
over to our home for refreshments and fellowship. 
     We were especially happy this year that  Mrs. Yoko Sugiyama, a lady that Debbie had met in the hospital not only came to 
our program at the church building, but afterwards to our home as well.  It gave her an opportunity to make friends with some 
of our church members.  Three of our former Sunday school children and one of their friends also came over to our house.  
We hope that all our efforts will provide some Christian influence in the lives of our neighbors and friends. 

    The Sunday before, I had preached about another aspect of the birth of Christ.  After 
worship, we had a fellowship meal, then took some cookies to our neighbors and those 
who have not been able to come to church due to illness.  It was our church effort to try to 
think more of others than ourselves.  We also could use this outreach to introduce our 
church members to our local neighbors so that they might in the future be able to become 
friends.  We hope to take advantage of every opportunity the Lord brings our way. 

Christmas Party for Children at Matsudo 
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     Several children from the park across the street from the Matsudo church, along 
with some who had been coming to Sunday School, the Taylor’s children and some of 
their friends came to the church building for a party.  They listened to a story about the 
birth of Christ which Sis. Sanpei told using a flannel graph.  Then they all went upstairs 
to watch a short movie called Charlie Brown’s 
Christmas which has been translated into Japa-
nese.  They had a lot of fun playing games pre-
pared by the Taylors and Mariya Shimoda.  Then 
afterwards, they sang a number of Christmas 
songs and took home little snack bags which had 

fruit, cookies, and snacks.  Since they live in our neighborhood, it is our hope and 
prayer that once day we can influence their families to become interested in hearing 
the saving message of Christ. Please keep them all in your prayers. 



New Families at Yokota 

Nonogaki Travels in the U.S. 

  Bro. Masa Nonogaki and his son, Ken, have been traveling in the States - Tennessee, Arkansas, and Oklahoma - reporting to 

his supporters about their work at Yokota church. Masa works primarily with the Japanese speaking congregation there, but has 

recently also been helping the English speaking brethren because their numbers had become so few. Masa was teaching a class 

on the “Work of the Holy Spirit” before leaving on his trip.  While he was gone, I was asked to teach the class, so I’ve been 

using materials that I used many years ago called the “Owen Olbricht Study Sheets.”  These were used in campaign work of the 

early 1970’s and were on the topics of Authority, Salvation, the Church, Worship, Unity, etc.  They are available to be used 

whenever needed.  We hope they will be an encouragement to the brethren at Yokota.  Please pray for these efforts. 

    When the Brumfield family left for the States and later the Ron Draper 
family announced their departure in December, along with several others 
who had to leave Yokota for other locations, we began to wonder what 
the Lord had in mind for the future of that congregation.  However, be-
fore the Drapers left, we were blessed with the arrival of  a large family - 
Peter and Misty Groves, who had four children.  And to add to our sur-

prise, Misty was pregnant with twins to be born around February.  Then added to their arrival, 
we are very thankful that Bro. Destry Hill was able to return from his long deployment and 
should be at Bible class with us on Wednesday nights and to help the church in their outreach to the base.   
.    We have for a long time stayed after Bible class to have fellowship with the members on base, but found that we needed to 
change a little bit because both families have small children and they need to get home soon after 
church.  So we now leave home earlier on Wednesdays and either meet them at the visitors gate to 
be signed in or to eat in their homes.  Then one more addition to the Yokota brethren was the 
coming of Bro. Trey Mamula.  His wife should be arriving sometime in March which will add one 
more family to the church family.  Destry signed us in several times and we had some meals on 
base.  Then we ate one week at the Groves’ home.  Then most recently we met at the building for a 
meal, followed by our regular Bible study.  It seems that things are going well.  Please pray that we 
will continue to grow in love and fellowship. 

New Class at Matsudo:  We finished studying the book on Christian maturity by Bro. Nonogaki in Japanese. At the end of 
our study, it as especially gratifying to have some very in depth discussion times by answering some questions at the end of 
the book.  The members enjoyed it so much, they wanted to devote more time to it, so they decided to dedicate every first 
Sunday to Bible study and discussion.  They are wanting to know more about increasing their Bible knowledge and how to 
pass it on to their neighbors and friends.  We began a study of some material prepared many years ago by Bro. Jim 
McGuiggan – a Bible Correspondence Course which is also in Japanese.  It provides an opportunity for more Bible discus-
sion.  Please pray for these efforts as well. 
Sis. Mariya Shimoda and AIM:  A few months ago, Mariya Shimoda decided she wanted to enroll in the AIM program at 

the Sunset International Bible Institute in Lubbock, Texas.  She is in the process of applying, has sent in letters of reference 

for enrolling in August, and plans to pay for it with the help of her parents.  We are very happy to see her take this step and 

pray that the Lord will richly bless her as she takes this new step of faith in her life.  

Encouragement from Matsudo men:  In 2013 the Matsudo men were given opportunity to make short talks on the 5th 

Sundays as a means to encourage the entire congregation. The members seem to be encouraged and the men are finding the 

opportunities to speak fulfilling as well. 

Cleaning Up Matsudo church building:  During November, it was decided to give our building a “makeover,” so the audi-

torium was painted and new curtains put up.  It is the first time for this in 50 years, so we were greatly encouraged.  Then the 

last Sunday in November, everyone helped in preparing things for Christmas activities at the end of the year.  

Matsudo Church Homepage and Japanese Sermons:  Bro. Leslie Taylor improved our church homepage and in addition 

was able to make a way for our sermons to be posted online each week.  They are in Japanese.  It is hoped that additional 

photos and news will gradually become available. This is another way to reach out with God’s message to our neighbors. The 

new site address is:    http://www.matsudochurch.com.  Feel free to check this out and look for periodic updates. 

Matsudo Church News 
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Prayer Requests 

 For continuing recovery 

for Debbie and possible 

bone marrow transplant in 

the future 

 Recovery for other Matsudo church 

members who are ill. 

 For Mariya Shimoda and her plans to go 

to the AIM program. 

 For Leslie and Sara Taylor’s continuing  

Japanese language and cultural studies. 

 For spiritual maturity and unity in the 

body of Christ at Matsudo and Yokota. 

 For Bible class students to grow in faith 

so they will become Christians 

 For courage to trust and obey God in 

trials of the church, our families, and 

among the nations of the world. 

 For relief efforts for earthquake care, 

and support in Eastern Japan.  

The Matthew Carrell family 

Matt, Shi, Corban, Catelyn 

Teaching our neighbor as we  

eat a meal together in Matsudo 

Other News and Notes 

Highlights- mid-December, 2013- 
February 2014 (more in Photo Album) 

Shining the Light of the  

Gospel in Japan 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet  

and a light for my path.”  

                           (Psalms 119:105)  

Contact Information 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

Dai 2 Marukame Haitsu 201 

Minami Hanashima 3-44-6 

Matsudo, Japan 271-0065 

 

Home phone: 047-368-7822 

(Japan country code 81) 

 

Steve’s e-mail: 

fujikid76@yahoo.com 

 

Debbie’s e-mail: 

crossstitcher24@yahoo.com 

Minami Hanashima 3-48-5 
Matsudo, Japan  271-0065 
Phone: 047-362-8858 
Fax: 047-368-7822 
Email: matsudochurch@gmail.com 
Website: http://www.matsudochurch.com 

Matsudo Church of Christ 

Marcia Dukes Coming: Our daughter 

Marcia plans to arrive n Japan March 

18th for a visit until March 31st. We look 

forward to visiting and spending some 

quality time together. 

Celebrating 35 years in Japan:  Debbie 

and I arrived as missionaries in Japan in 

1979. We worked in Hokkaido, Ibaraki, 

Tachikawa and Matsudo as well as help 

in several other congregations. The Lord 

has truly blessed us and we’re thankful. 

JSE Graduation:  On March 17th Japan 

School of Evangelism will have a gradua-

tion of current students. This is the 25th 

year for the school. 

2014 Golden Koza Course:  I have 

taught Marriage Counseling over the 

years at JSE and this year I was asked to 

speak in three 90 min. sessions summa-

rizing the content. This should be from 

October to December, 2014. Please pray 

for his course. 

   We thank the Lord for all of you, our 

friends and supporters. Your prayers and 

support help sustain us as we work for 

the Lord in Japan.  Thank you and may 

God continue to richly bless your lives. 

In His service, 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

Click here for Japan 

Earthquake  Information 

at Park Ave. Church  

Debbie gets her PET scan at 

the end of 2013 

Matsudo church members sing 

Christmas carol for elderly 
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