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Spring Has Sprung! 

みなさん、こんにちは！ Hello everyone!  We pray everyone is healthy and blessed, and as always thank you 
for taking the time to read our newsletter. We hope you’ll enjoy reading about what we have been up to.  
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The beginning of the year is busy for most people - with 
Christmas and the New Year, seeing friends and family and 
such, there’s always a lot to do. That’s even more so the case 
for our family, since in January we celebrate both Leslie and 
Sara’s anniversary and Madeleine’s birthday. This January 
marked Leslie and Sara’s 7th wedding anniversary, and we 
were blessed to have a baby sitter for the night that allowed 
us to head down to Tokyo and enjoy a nice dinner at Outback 
- although it’s supposedly Australian, it’s a taste of home as 
far as we’re concerned! Afterward we enjoyed a Charlie 
Brown exhibit nearby (okay, maybe that was more for Leslie). 

 

On January 6th, Madeleine celebrated her 3rd birthday. It’s hard to 
believe she’s already 3 years old!  Of course in Madeleine’s case she 
was actually born in Japan when our family lived in Okayama Pre-
fecture, so being able to celebrate another birthday here is always 
neat.  Madeleine isn’t quite to the point where she’s ready to have 
birthday parties and the like, so we mostly spent the day skyping 
with family, opening presents, and typical birthday activities like 
that. It’s amazing to us to watch Madeleine grow, and doing so 
constantly reminds us: our first mission field is at home! Madeleine blowing out the candles! 

A section of the Peanuts exhibit in Tokyo 

January 

 

As the New Year comes, while we look forward to new opportuni-
ties this year we also want to make sure we keep focused on con-
tinuing current fruitful activities. One of those is the study Sara 
has been doing with our good friend Nao. We’ve talked about her 
before in previous newsletters, but we really value this study and 
the heart Nao has to pursue truth. Nao is beginning a part time 
job this year, as well as taking on some duties at her children’s 
school, but she has still (on her own) made sure we can continue 
to study. This is exciting to us, and we ask that you keep her in 
your prayers as well as us as we continue to study and strive to 
show her what life in Christ looks like.  

Sara and Nao are using LST material on Luke 



Throughout the new year Leslie has been continuing to 
preach once a month at our Family Day. We’re hoping to get 
some new family activities going (more about that later) but 
these days have been an opportunity to invite friends and 
hopefully help garner some interest in knowing more about 
God. Usually we have at least one family visit, although most 
of the time it is only the mother and children (most men in 
Japan have only Sunday off, so they are often out golfing or 
something of that nature). In February our new friend Miyuki 
came to visit with her son. After worship we spent several 
hours at our home talking and letting the kids play together. 

It is at these times that we especially see the value in our language study. Being able to sit with a Japa-
nese person for an afternoon and chat is necessary for building relationships and hopefully having an in-
fluence that honors God.  
 
Also this February, Winter really showed up in Matsudo! We got two 
large snows, one of which was the largest snow in decades. This of 
course meant lots of fun with the girls and as you might imagine Sara, 
being from New Hampshire, was very happy to see a hint of a normal 
Winter. On the other hand, these kinds of things are very difficult for 
people in the Tokyo area, as they are not used to this kind of snow, and 
with trains being a major part of the transportation system here, things 
get delayed very quickly. Even for cars it’s a struggle though. Just up 
the street from us a delivery truck got stuck in the snow and ended up 
leaving it there for the night! Of course as any Northerner will know, 
snow fall also means snow shoveling. However, at the church building 
we don’t have a snow shovel. Our fellow missionary Steve Carrell tried 
to buy one, but they were sold out, so we had to shovel the church 
steps and walk with a scoop. Thankfully that section is fairly small but 
it’s still a good bit of work with just a scoop! Regardless, snow is al-
ways a lot of fun, and we enjoyed it while it lasted! 

 
During February we were also blessed to be invited to a 
special showing of Cirque de Soleil by a family friend, Na-
tsuko. Her husband had a connection with the show that 
was going on in Tokyo, and invited us to enjoy a pre-
production event. The show was incredible, and it was 
really an honor to be invited by Natsuko’s family. Sara has 
spent much time with Natsuko, and we’ve invited her fam-
ily to many events, but her family is very traditional,  and 
so far have not come to worship. However we continue to 
hope that through this relationship interest will be 
sparked, so please pray for us and them! 
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Laughing while preaching - probably at a Japanese mistake! 

The kids had fun - but it was cold for pictures outside! 

February 

Shoveling all this with just a scoop is quite a 
task! Thankfully no backs went out... 
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We’ve mentioned in past newsletters the Saturday 
morning English Bible class Leslie teaches every week. 
Most of those attending are Christians, but of course 
helping Christians mature is a significant part of the work 
here as well. However, one lady - Mrs. Tamura - is not a 
Christian but has been attending this class for over a 
year now. Although she has never really stated her spe-
cific beliefs, she seems to lean toward agnosticism. How-
ever, in March we had a small break through when she 
said she “half believes.” Especially in Japan, a statement 
like this from a non-Christian is something to take note 
of. Please continue to pray for this class and for Mrs. Ta-
mura as we study. We obviously want her to come to the 
full obedient faith that proclaims Jesus is risen and is Lord!  
 

As many of you know probably know, Leslie enjoys photog-
raphy very much, and seeing as many in Japan enjoy it as 
well, he has been seeking a way to use this as a means to 
build relationships, particularly with men (something that 
can be very difficult in Japan). In March a door opened, and 
Leslie was able to get with a young man named Eliya to 
shoot together. He is the older brother of Mariya, the young 
girl we have mentioned in previous newsletters. Eliya has 
studied the Bible and knows something of church from his 
family background, but is not a Christian himself. We really 
want this relationship to continue and would love to see 
Eliya move forward on the background knowledge he has, 
so please pray for him, Leslie, and that new relationship.  

 
Usually around the end of March in the Tokyo area, 
Cherry Blossoms begin to bloom. This is a very special 
time of year for the Japanese. More than just a beauti-
ful flower, the Sakura (Cherry Blossoms) represent the 
coming of Spring and the opportunity to get outside 
with friends and family. It’s a time of celebration, with 
many festivals in almost every city. Sara and the girls 
took the chance to do some hanami (flower viewing 
picnics) with friends during this time, including Natsuko 
and some others. As our schooling schedule is now 
slowing down, this also represents a sense of newness 
for our family as we look forward to starting new minis-
tries with the church here, trying to reach out and bless 
this community for the cause of Christ! 

March 

Sara, the girls and friends get together for a hanami! 

An example of the study handout Leslie makes each week. 

Eliya and Leslie visited Odaiba which has great views of Tokyo 
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We really appreciate you taking the time to read through our news letter, and while we can’t fit 

everything in here, we hope it has given you an idea of what we’ve been up to for the last sev-

eral months. Your prayers, support, and encouragement are 

such a blessing, and we are genuinely thankful for all of 

you! 

 

Please continue to pray for us, and may God bless you in 

every way! 

 

                 in Christ, 

The Taylor Family (Leslie, Sara, Cambria, and Madeleine) 

c/o Wilkesboro Church of Christ   P.O. Box 81  Wilkesboro, NC 28697 

Other News 
 

We have some unfortunate news to share at the end of this newsletter, but we wanted to 

share it so you can all remember the situation in your prayers. You probably remember 

Mariya, the young girl we have studied with every week for about a year and half. She was 

planning to go into Adventures In Missions this August, in fact. About a week ago, she sud-

denly told us that not only is she not going into AIM, but she and her mother would be leav-

ing the church of Christ in Matsudo. She and her mother come from a different church back-

ground, and took issue with some doctrines we teach - primarily, it seems, with the idea that 

baptism is part of being saved, not simply an act after salvation. This was a complete shock. 

Although there had been questions in the past, both we and the Carrells had answered 

them and we were under the impression that everything was resolved. We tried our best to 

get them to sit down and really study with us for the sake of unity, but our efforts were in vain. 

Essentially, they said their mind was made up and so from this past Sunday they will no longer 

be attending church here, nor will Mariya study anymore with us. Aside from just being a 

shock, as you might imagine this hurt us and has been quite discouraging. Mariya had be-

come like a little sister to us (and a big sister to the girls), so to suddenly cut that relationship 

for this reason without studying together is frustrating to say the least. However, we know we 

have done our best to plant seeds of thought, and we hope and pray that one day these 

seeds will bear the fruit they were intended to. We ask that you pray for them, for us, and for 

the church as we move forward from this disappointing turn of events. 

 

On the plus side, with any loss, an opportunity to move forward opens, and as we mentioned 

we have many plans to move forward with work in this community. We are currently looking 

into starting a parenting group where we talk together with other parents and encourage 

each other on the path of raising children. We hope this will give more chances to plant 

seeds of the Gospel. We are also hoping to do more with the youth in the area. There are 

past connections there and we think this could also be a chance to plant seeds that may 

bear fruit years from now. Please pray for us and the church as we move forward!  

Don’t forget! Here are some other 
ways you can keep up with our fam-
ily as we work here in Japan… 

 
Youtube: 

www.youtube.com/user/taylorsgotojapan 

 

Blog: 

taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.com 
 

Facebook Page: 

www.facebook.com/taylorsgotojapan 
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