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Japanese Lantern Photos 

As winter weather is now gone, 

and we’re into a beautiful spring 

time, we’re certainly enjoying the 

cherry blossoms. Everything is 

“coming back to life” after some 

heavy snows. We were especially 

delighted that our daughter, Mar-

cia, could come to visit us for a 

couple weeks in March.  We’ve 

also been keeping careful tabs on 

Debbie’s health.  After Christmas 

she had a PET scan, which 

showed a small growth in her 

pelvic area. However the doctor 

did not seem to think it was ur-

gent for her to have chemothera-
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Inside this issue: 

Looking at our calendar, U.S. maps, all the places we wanted to go and people we wanted to see, the 

Lord has allowed it all to come together, so we are excited!  Our general itinerary is as follows: 

May 14 - 18 Spokane, Washington to visit Mark & Marcia Dukes and to see their new home. 

May 19– June 7 - Abilene, Texas and vicinity to visit Matt & Shi Carrell, our grandchildren, relatives, 

and friends and to take care of family business with Debbie’s sister. 

June 7 - 14 Visit and report to Oklahoma supporters and friends, Then fly to Indianapolis. First half of 

furlough by plane, depending on family and supporters for other transportation. 

June 14 –Rent a car in Indianapolis for travel in Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, and Tennessee, returning to 

Indianapolis at the end of our furlough to drop off the car and return to Japan. 

June 14 - 19 Kokomo, Indiana - visiting sponsor. June 20 - 22 Muskegon, MI, another supporter 

June 23 - 29 Ft.Wayne, IN, visiting Debbie’s mother, Columbus, OH, visiting my uncle, and 

Byesville, OH, reporting to Stop 9 church who supports us.  

June 30 - July 6 - Nashville, TN to visit family and to take care of business for my Dad.  

July 7– 14 Final visits with family, sponsor, and friends in Indiana before return to Japan on 7/14.  

We had hoped to see more people and places, but this is all the time we have. May God bless our trip. 

Furlough Plans - May 14 to July 14, 2014 

http://www.matsudochurch.com 

Includes sermons in Japanese 

日本語の説教も含んでいます 

py, but rather to watch it for a 

couple of months. She had 

another PET scan on April 8th 

with the results known a week 

later. In answer to the prayers 

of many, the Lord allowed the 

first growth to disappear! But 

then another growth showed up 

in a different location.   

   We were concerned that this 

new situation might prevent us 

from taking a much needed and 

desired trip to the States, but 

we were SO thankful that Dr. 

Nakaseko gave her a “green 

light” for travel - not for the 3 

months we had hoped for, but 

for a 2 month visit! The Lord is 

good! I immediately started 

making furlough plans - calling 

a travel agent (H.I.S.) to plan 

out a visit all over the U.S. to 

visit our children, grandchil-

dren, relatives, and friends, as 

well as to report on our work in 

Japan for the past 4 years.  

   Debbie has been so blessed 

to have Dr. Kashimura, Dr. 

Tadokoro, and Dr. Nak-

aseko, all very competent 

physicians in their respective 

fields to help with treatment. 

Dr. Tadokoro is providing 

her with 2 months of her 

needed medicines and Deb-

bie monitors her own condi-

tion daily. She has so much 

more energy these days and 

we are thankful for every 

day of life which the Lord 

has allowed her. Thank you 

for your continued prayers. 

March-April, 2014 
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Marcia’s Encouraging Visit 

     It was a delight to have our daughter Marcia come for a visit in March for a couple of weeks.  She 

stayed part of the time at Tachikawa church where she was able to spend time with her childhood friend, 

Mitsuko Fukushima, daughter of my former co-worker, Bro. Nao Fukushima who preaches at that con-

gregation.  We got to spend time on to Yokota base eating some American food, and Marcia also joined 

us at Yokota Church of Christ on one Wednesday night.   

    Marcia and Debbie got to spend some mother-daughter time together, while I went downtown to Aki-

habara to shop for a computer with a Windows English OS 7.  Found one for about $200 to update my 12 

year old Windows XP computer.  Very pleased with it. The ladies in 

the meantime went to Oedo Onsen Monogatari Hakubutsukan (Hot 

bath, garden, and health resort spa and shopping). They experienced “little fishes nibbling their feet” 

(sometimes called “doctor fish” in the U.S.).  They seemed to enjoy it very much.  I’m sure that would 

not be my idea of having a fun time. 

    Besides eating some great Japanese food at various places, we got to celebrate my 64th birthday eat-

ing sushi at a nearby “conveyor belt sushi” shop with the Taylor family.  It was very enjoyable to have 

Marcia with us and to celebrate with good friends.   

Talented Handymen at Matsudo Church 

Matsudo church is very blessed to have a “handyman” around - Bro. Yasuo 

Gamou.  He has already demonstrated his talent in so many ways, by giving 

us a new kitchen, a new toilet area, fixing the roof, and many other small 

repairs all over our building.  This time he agreed to help us with our church 

sign. He designed a window with a latch which swings open to so we can 

change the church signs conveniently and which will keep everything pro-

tected from wind and rain from week to week. After it was ready to be put 

up, Debbie and Mariya helped to hold it in place while he adjusted it to fit.  

Inside the auditorium, Bro. Gamou also added a piece of wood to one of the doors to make it look nicer 

within, painting it with varnish to make it match the color of the door.  When we painted the building in November, Bro. Gamou and his 

wife helped us with the project. 

    Bro. Leslie Taylor used his talent to help us improve our homepage for the congregation.  

Since he had experience with Word Press, which I had not used, he took material from the old 

site, added it to the new one, and made it easier to access for iphones, ipads, etc.  He also added a 

function where we can upload our weekly sermons in Japanese and even make them searchable. 

So since the beginning of 2014, our Japanese sermons are now available for members who might 

be sick and missed a lesson, for non-Christians who might want to hear a sermon, and can be 

used for outreach even to our neighbors and friends most anywhere.  As Leslie has improved in 

his Japanese ability as well, we look forward to what materials might be made available for the 

benefit of all in the future.  We thank God for these men who use their talents freely in service 

for Matsudo church.  We also have many wonderful ladies who are helping our church in so 

many ways.  But that’s another story... 

     One Sunday in 

March, Mr. 

Keiichi Yukusue 

dropped in for 

worship at 

Matsudo church. 

He is 75 yrs. old 

and had recently 

lost his wife, so he was motivated to seek solace 

by looking for a church. He found us on the 

Internet and since we were not too far from his 

home, he wanted to see what we taught.  He 

became a regular visitor and even joined us for 

Yukusue san at Matsudo Church 
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some of our monthly fellowship 

meals. From time to time he asked 

questions.  When he was not able to 

come to church, Mr. Yukusue even 

listened to my sermon on the Matsudo 

church site.  That was very encourag-

ing to me. He has shown a great deal 

of interest in what we taught about the 

Christian life and salvation, staying 

for our Bible study times as well.  I 

offered to teach him in more detail 

whenever it would fit his schedule. 

When he heard we were getting ready 

to go to the States for awhile, he re-

quested a personal Bible study in 

April.  We were able to have a discus-

sion on a deeper level, but he wants to 

have time to process all the infor-

mation he has recently received.  Luke 

14:25-35 was especially impressive to 

him and he realized he needed to 

count the cost of discipleship. He has 

been thinking of what that would 

mean for him and his children. Please 

pray that the seed planted may one 

day soon bear fruit. 



Visiting Supporters in Yokosuka 

JSE Students Graduate in March 

  In what was called the “e-course” (Equipping Course), two students, Bro. Kazuo Yamamoto and Sis. 

Akemi Sano graduated from the Japan School of Evangelism.  This special course equips the students 

with sound Biblical principles, knowledge, and tools which help them be prepared to further serve the 

Lord in various capacities in the church.  The day we went, only Bro. Yamamoto could come because 

Sano san was sick that day.  It was particularly special to me to see Bro. Yamamoto graduate because he 

was from the town of Uenohara and is only one year younger than me.  In fact, he says that we were in a 

Bible class together when we were about 3 or 4 years old, likely taught by my parents.  Now 60 years 

later, he is actually graduating with Bible knowledge which he should be able to use in the future in this 

small congregation begun by my Dad in the early 1950’s.  Bro. Susumu Furuya, also from Uenohara, was at the graduation.  God has 

wonderful ways of bringing us all together.  Please pray for these and other JSE students as well as for the continued good work of this 

school. 

    We traveled to Yokosuka Church of Christ by train in March be-

cause we had not been there for a long time.  We had initially 

planned to go in February, but due to snowy weather, we postponed 

our trip until the following month. The Cobey Pete family invited us to 

stay with them.  Since the military families often have a rapid turn 

over, it was good to be able to share our visit with a new family.  

     I spoke about “Christian Influence in our Daily Life” from 1 Pet 

4:12-19.  Quite often after the sermon at Yokosuka church, they like to have a discussion about 

the sermon in the adult Bible study which follows the worship.  This not only helps reinforce the 

lesson, but also allows the church members to share their personal experiences on a deeper level.  

We were mutually encouraged by this study and fellowship time. This congregation has continued over many years of our relationship to 

help us generously with their financial support especially at times when we have really needed it, so we are very thankful for their help. 

We pray God continues to richly bless this congregation. 

Saturday Class at Matsudo:  Bro. Leslie Taylor is continuing to teach a Bible class each Saturday which Debbie and I attend.  The 

topic recently has been the Book of Acts, going chapter by chapter to help students get a good grasp of both conversions and what the 

work of the early church was.  Mrs. Tamura who is not yet a Christian has been coming regularly and has grown somewhat in her 

faith. I usually translate for those who want to understand in Japanese. This has been enriching for all of us.  Please pray that one day 

the seed that is planted in this class may bear fruit by seeing Mrs. Tamura immersed into Jesus for her salvation. 

Aging and Sickness: Bro Tamura has been absent from worship for over two months, so we miss seeing him, but we try to go visit 

him from time to time.  Sis. Gamou who is close to 80 also had surgery, but seems to be recovering.  Bro. Nakahara has been sick and 

not able to come to church very often, but has come once in awhile when he can. Sis. Izawa has become more hard of hearing, but she 

loves to come and tries to listen the best she can. Others have left to care for their aging parents, so we don’t get to see them as often 

as we would like.  Please keep these in prayer and for others we are trying to reach with the gospel. 

Shimoda Family Leaves Matsudo Church:  We met Mariya Shimoda about two years ago when she started coming to worship. She 

had found our church in the phone book and had an interest in Bible study and evangelism right away.  She came from another group 

where we found she had quite a lot of Bible knowledge, but was still quite interested in studying with me. Although I had explained 

the meaning and necessity of baptism for salvation, it never seemed to be clear for her. We met her mother on the day she decided to 

be immersed. I believe her mother Kuniko had also mentioned that she had been baptized, so we accepted them.  They both were en-

thusiastic to work with the congregation and worked in many areas, even teaching in the children’s Bible classes.  I helped Mariya 

find a church when she was going to school in New Zealand and later in applying for the AIM program in the U.S.  The Taylor family 

became very good friends with Mariya and they often had her over to their house for Bible studies, meals, and for helping with their 

children.  Mariya accompanied us in January when we went to the New Years meeting in Mito.  Things seemed to be on target for her 

going to the States, with finances from her family and even being accepted by the school.  Both the Taylors and us were saddened and 

surprised one day when they suddenly announced that not only would Mariya no longer be going to AIM, but both she and her mother 

would  no longer attend Matsudo church! They took issue with baptism for the remission of sins and a few other doctrinal issues. 

Leslie and I had tried on many occasions to explain these things,  but unfortunately their minds were made up and they did not even 

want to discuss things further.  We wondered how this would affect our congregation as a whole, but it appears to have weathered the 

storm.  We’re sorry that Kuniko and Mariya made this decision, but our emphasis has always been on speaking the truth in love.  It is 

our hope that the Shimodas will consider these things in the future.  Please pray for them and for our congregation. 
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Prayer Requests 

 For continuing recovery for 

Debbie and her treatments 

in the future 

 Continued recovery for Matsudo church 

members who are ill. 

 For our upcoming Furlough Trip - that God 

may be glorified though it all. 

 For Leslie and Sara Taylor’s continuing  

Japanese language and cultural studies. 

 For spiritual maturity, unity, and growth in 

the body of Christ at Matsudo and Yokota. 

 For Bible class students to grow in faith so 

they will become Christians 

 For courage to trust and obey God in trials 

of the church, our families, and community 

as we try to make disciples for Him. 

 For relief efforts for earthquake care, and 

support in Eastern Japan.  

Visiting Sis. Gamou after 

her surgery 

Sara Taylor’s friends visited church 

with children one Sunday 

Other News and Notes 

Highlights– March-April 2014 
(more in Photo Album) 

Shining the Light of the  

Gospel in Japan 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet  

and a light for my path.”  

                                                (Psalms 119:105)  

Contact Information 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

Dai 2 Marukame Haitsu 201 

Minami Hanashima 3-44-6 

Matsudo, Japan 271-0065 

 

Home phone: 047-368-

7822 

(Japan country code 81) 

 

Steve’s e-mail: 

fujikid76@yahoo.com 

 

Debbie’s e-mail: 

crossstitcher24@yahoo.com 

Minami Hanashima 3-48-5 

Matsudo, Japan  271-0065 

Phone: 047-362-8858 

Fax: 047-368-7822 

Email: matsudochurch@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.matsudochurch.com 

Additions to Yokota Church: It has been 

a blessing to see new families - the 

Groves with 6 children, Destry Hill re-

turned from deployment, the Miller fami-

ly, and Trey Mamula family (we knew 

Trey over 35 yeas ago in Dayton, Ohio. 

3rd Sundays - Family Emphasis:  Leslie 

and Sara invited 4 ladies and their chil-

dren on April 20th when he spoke about 

the Meaning of the Resurrection. Some 

live in the area and have shown some 

interest in further Bible study. Their chil-

dren enjoyed an “Egg Hunt” at the park 

across from the building. 

Men’s Assistance:  While we’re on fur-

lough several men from Ochanomizu and 

neighboring congregations are helping 

with our worship services. Leslie will do 

some preaching and most of the song 

leading. Please pray for these efforts. 

   Thanks to all of you, our friends and 

supporters for your prayers and support 

which help sustain us as we work for the 

Lord in Japan.  We hope to see some of 

you on our upcoming furlough. We hope 

this report has been encouraging to you 

all. 

In His service, 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

M A T S U D O  C H U R C H  O F  C H R I S T  

Click here for Japan 
Earthquake  Information 

at Park Ave. Church  

Kazuo Yamamoto graduated from 

JSE in March, 2014 

Bro. Kakusho and Bro. Tamura - 

elderly members at Matsudo 
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