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みなさん、こんにちは！ Hello everyone!  We pray everyone is healthy and blessed, and as always thank you 
for taking the time to read our newsletter. We hope you’ll enjoy reading about what we have been up to.  
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April is a great time in Japan. The weather is perfect - clear 
skies, cool temperatures, and usually the beginning of the 
month is when Japan’s famous cherry blossom trees are in 
full bloom. Aside from having some gatherings with friends 
during this time, we also had some family time to enjoy the 
season. This year we took a trip to picnic in the town of Satte, 
which has a large park full of hundreds of sakura trees. After 
a long, cold Winter, it was nice to get outside again as a fam-
ily and enjoy the beauty of God’s creation, which is always a 
good reminder of His amazing power and love. 

 

Also in April, we held an Easter event at the church. Although 
Easter isn’t as well known in Japan as Christmas, it has picked up a 
little notability thanks to Disneyland, which has an Easter festival 
during April. We invited people to come and hear the meaning of 
the resurrection of Jesus, and then afterward hosted an Easter egg 
hunt for the children at the adjacent park. We had a really good 
turnout, with about  4 families attending both the service and hunt. 
We’re thankful for these opportunities when they come, and pray 
fruit grows from the seeds we plant. Enjoying an Easter lunch after worship 

Enjoying a lovely Spring day in Satte 

April 

 

At the end of April we finally took a trip down to Okayama Prefec-
ture where we lived in 2010-2011. Of course we spent a lot of time 
visiting various friends. We spent a day with Tomomi and her fam-
ily (Tomomi became a Christian while we there in 2011), and a 
good bit of time with Kyoko, with whom we did many Bible stud-
ies during our time there as well. And of course we also spent 
time with the Rogers who are still working hard in Kojima. Leslie 
also had the opportunity to speak at the English worship service 
on the Sunday we were there, as well as teaching a couple of 
“seekers” at a class that evening. We had a great time visiting 
everyone again, and hope we can do it again in the future! 

We had a nice lunch with Tomomi san and family 



On Leslie’s side of the family, May is always a busy month with 
a lot of birthdays and anniversaries. Leslie himself celebrated 
his 31st birthday this year. After Japanese class in the evening, 
we all went over to an Outback Steakhouse about an hour 
from our home. You might be surprised to know they have 
Outback in Japan, but don’t be too surprised - they’re only in 
areas around major cities like Tokyo or Osaka. Living in the To-
kyo area does have its perks! Of course, it’s a bit more expen-
sive than in the U.S., so we only go on special occasions, but 
especially on your birthday, it’s nice to have something that 
gives a small reminder of something from home. 

 
Also in May, the Carrells - our fellow American workers here in Matsudo - left for about 2 months of fur-
lough. Debbie recently got out of the hospital and thankfully the doctors okayed her for a trip to the U.S. 
We’re glad they were able to make the trip, but as you can imagine this was a big step for our family as it 
left a lot of work for us to pick up. This was particularly a big step for us 
in Japanese. For example, during our Sunday worship we have what’s 
called a sukaisha, who basically leads the worship service. It’s a lot like 
a song leader in the U.S., but with a few extra responsibilities such as 
doing the Lord’s Supper and praying. Of course, this all has to be done 
in Japanese, and without Steve or many other men around, Leslie has 
done this most Sundays for the last couple of months. This has been a 
good challenge, and thanks to so many of you who have supported our 
language study, it’s one Leslie has been able to meet. We also took 
some other responsibilities on, such as helping prepare the weekly bul-
letin. Thankfully, it’s not something we had to do totally alone - Steve 
helped prepare for his absence by asking several Japanese preachers 
to come and fill in the pulpit. We especially received a lot of help from 
the Ochanomizu Church of Christ in Tokyo, which is the largest congre-
gation in Japan. Again, it’s been a good challenge, and we are so glad 
we could help back in Japan while the Carrells have been on furlough. 

 
Related to Steve’s absence, Leslie took a trip down to Shi-
zuoka Prefecture in May for a preacher’s meeting being 
held there. Now that our classes are much less frequent, 
Leslie is finally able to attend these, and it was a great 
blessing to spend some time with other Christian men - a 
rare thing in Japan. At these meetings we spend some 
time studying the Bible, and also share different things 
that have been going on at our respective congregations. 
Another Japanese challenge for Leslie, but also encourag-
ing to be able to do it totally on his own. 
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A special gift from Cambria and Madeleine! :) 

The Bible study portion of the preacher meeting 

May 

The Carrells preparing to leave for their fur-
lough at our local train station 
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At the beginning of June, Leslie’s brother Lloyd was able 
to make a third visit to Japan for about a week. Espe-
cially since it is near impossible for us to make a visit to 
the U.S. ourselves right now, it’s so encouraging when 
our family can visit us. Lloyd and Leslie took a short trip 
to Nikko, a lovely town in the mountains North of Tokyo, 
and did some hiking, and of course Lloyd spent a lot of 
time playing with Cambria and Madeleine. He has actu-
ally been studying Japanese on his own, so he likes being 
able to come and try to use some of what he has been 
studying. It’s always hard to say goodbye to people 
when they leave of course, but we wouldn’t trade these 
visits for the world. 
 
 

During Lloyd’s visit to Japan, actually on the first night, he 
and Leslie were able to get together with a friend named Rui 
and some of Rui’s longtime friends and play baseball to-
gether in Tokyo. Rui and his family came to our Easter event 
in April, and with so few opportunities to spend time with 
Japanese men, Leslie was especially excited to have this 
chance. We hope that Rui and his wife may come to some 
more events in the future, and also that we can have them 
over some more on our own and build the relationship more. 
We always want to shine our lights to the people around us 
here in Japan, and it’s through these kinds of seemingly 
small opportunities that we have the chance to do just that. 
 

 
Starting this Spring, we also had a big change in our 
family - Cambria started real school for the first time! 
The school she goes to is called a youchien, and it’s a lot 
like a kindergarten. Although it’s a little far away and a 
little more expensive than we’d like, we all like the 
school, and we’ve already been able to develop some 
new relationships through it.  Of course our main hope 
is that Cambria can learn Japanese and thus have more 
friends of her own here, and she has begun to do just 
that. But we see in these friendships opportunities to 
build friendships of our own, and we hope this will 
open the door for more people to hear about Jesus. 
Please pray for Cambria as she continues school, and us 
as we help her and make new family friends. 

June 

Cambria at the gate for her first day of school 

Leslie and Lloyd at Kegon Falls in Nikko 

Rui set up the whole game - a lot of work, but a lot of fun! 
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Thank you so much for taking the time to read our newsletter. As always there’s a lot more we 

could say but hopefully this has updated you on the big stuff! We are so thankful for the sup-

port of each and everyone of you. Your prayers, encourage-

ment, and financial support bless and humble us each day. 

 

Please continue to pray for us, and may God bless you in 

every way! 

 

 

                 in Christ, 

The Taylor Family (Leslie, Sara, Cambria, and Madeleine) 

c/o Wilkesboro Church of Christ   P.O. Box 81  Wilkesboro, NC 28697 

Other News 
 

We have a couple of things we’d like to share with you at the end of this newsletter. First, we 

have some very exciting news to share - at the end of May, we found out that we are preg-

nant with our third child! We don’t know yet if it is a girl or a boy, and probably won’t for an-

other month or two, but we’re very excited to be adding to our family. Sara goes to the doc-

tor every couple of weeks and things have been good so far. We do ask that all of you keep 

us in your prayers as we continue in this pregnancy, especially that both mommy and child 

will be safe and healthy. Although we’ve been through pregnancy and birth in Japan be-

fore, every time is different and as you can imagine in another culture and language, things 

can be challenging, so we ask that you keep all of that in your prayers as well. 

 

Also, we wanted to update you on some plans we have for our ministry here in Matsudo. We 

are planning to start two programs this Fall. First is a parenting group. We have met so many 

parents of young families here, and just like in the U.S., that journey through parenthood can 

be tough. We hope that in this class we will be able journey together with our Japanese 

friends and be mutually encouraged to be the best parents possible. Of course we especially 

hope to share how our faith and relationship with God affects our family. We’re also planning 

to start a youth program of sorts. While there aren’t any children at our church aside from 

Cambria and Madeleine, we are right next door to a playground and have interacted with a 

number of kids in the community. We are hoping to build on this in the fall by doing a 

monthly devotional and fun time with them at the church building, specifically focusing on 

the upper elementary and middle school age groups. Of course, both of these programs are 

going to be a challenge, particularly in terms of language, so please pray for us as we pre-

pare. We ask for prayers not just for our language ability, but also that seeds will be planted 

and that, if possible, we may be a part of seeing fruit grow from those seeds while we are 

here. Both of these age groups are vital to the future of the church, and as our language 

study time draws to a close, it is our hope that our remaining time of ministry here will be a 

blessing to the future of the church in Matsudo.  

Don’t forget! Here are some other 
ways you can keep up with our fam-
ily as we work here in Japan… 

 
Youtube: 

www.youtube.com/user/taylorsgotojapan 

 

Blog: 

taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.com 
 

Facebook Page: 

www.facebook.com/taylorsgotojapan 
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