
The Japanese 
Lantern 

    We had hoped that our furlough 

of 2014 would be smooth and ac-

cording to plans we had laid out in 

our notebook, but from the begin-

ning we had a number of surprises 

which were unexpected. At Narita, 

our first plane was delayed and re-

routed through Los Angeles. Then 

not getting proper boarding passes 

there, we were delayed another 8 

hours, finally arriving in Spokane 

very “worn out” from the first leg 

of our journey.  

  Marcia and Mark had every-

thing well planned, so as to 

maximize our stay, so we got 

to enjoy Taiko Drumming, a 

beautiful Japanese garden, as 

well as a Lilac garden.  Then a 

ride out into the countryside 

to enjoy scenic Washington 

state and in the evening a 

Torchlight Parade downtown 

in honor of the American Mili-

tary Forces.   

    We also had some time for 

eating out at Golden Corral as 

well as a Chinese Restaurant 

(on Sunday with church mem-

bers).   

    Marcia and Mark had just 

moved to their new home, so 

it was a pleasure to see how 

they had everything “set up” 

in their new place.  We had 

a chance also to visit and eat 

out on the Airbase where 

Mark works.   

    Visiting with the 

Northside Church of Christ 

where our children attend 

gave us an opportunity to 

see what was being 

preached and taught at their 

home congregation.  We’re 

very thankful to Mark and 

Marcia for their hospitality 

and for making our trip 

A Visit with the Dukes in Spokane, WA 

  Schivon (Shi) and Matt picked 

us up at Dallas (DFW) airport in 

a very comfortable rental car and 

took us to Abilene.  We drove 

directly to the Daycare center 

where our grandchildren were 

and were very excited to meet 

Corban and Catelyn for the first 

time!  Thanks to Matt and Shi, 

our staying in their home for a 

couple weeks, even though mak-

ing it somewhat crowded, al-

lowed us to get to know each 

other and our grandchildren on 

a more intimate level. A special 

thanks also to Shi’s Mom, Bea 

Sheppard, who kept us a night 

in her home as well. We got to 

see Matt at his work, spend 

time shopping and eating to-

gether, and especially playing 

with Corban and Catelyn.  We 

were delighted especially to be 

able to worship together on 

several occasions. We also got 

to spend a day at the zoo, dino-

saur museum, and just talking a 

lot together, building many 

lasting memories. 

Meeting our Grandchildren in Abilene, TX 
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   After getting to spend 

time with Matt, Shi, and our 

grandchildren for a couple 

weeks, we moved out to 

Clyde (close to Abilene) to 

spend time with Debbie’s 

sister, Teresa. We had a 

chance to visit a class at her 

school, the one we had spo-

ken to by Skype from Japan, 

concerning “Flat Stanley.” 

Needless to say, they were 

delighted to see us in person!   

   I also had some time while 

Teresa was in school and Deb-

bie did other work, to finish 

up a power point presentation 

to report to our supporting 

churches.  I had a lot of the 

photos and basically what I 

wanted to say, but had not 

quite put it together. So the 

“quiet time” was very wel-

come.  When it was done, then 

we could focus on a little more 

time with family. 

   Debbie’s sister, Karen, died 

in February, 2012 and was 

cremated.  Her ashes had been 

held in Texas until we could 

come and have a burial for her 

with the family. Karen was 

buried in Tecumseh Cemetery 

where other family members 

  Using a “smart phone” which I 

was able to purchase while in 

Texas, we were able to navigate 

to most places on our trip that 

we needed to go. 

   Along with my report to our 

sponsor, I had opportunity to 

interact with many of the church 

members in a Bible class which I 

taught and in Wednesday Bible 

study where various members 

  Upon arrival at Indianapolis air-

port, we rented a car for the 2nd 

half of our travels. The Center Rd. 

church allowed us to initially use 

their credit card so we could have 

cheaper insurance for the car. 

Thanks to Mark and Cindy Kady, 

we could make their home our base 

of operations and thanks to Delora 

Clapp, have our visits well arranged 

for the first part of our trip. 

(including us) shared about 

how they became Christians. 

It was very encouraging. 

More Family Matters in Clyde, TX 

Car Rental, Reporting, and Visitation in Indianapolis, IN 

Steve Reports to Center Rd. 

Church of Christ about  

Past 4 years 2010-2014 

look!  Paul now serves as one of 

the elders at Newalla Church of 

Christ.  He and Janet were not 

able to keep us this time in their 

home, so we stayed the week 

with Getty and Beth Williams, 

another elder and his wife from 

Newalla. 

    On Sunday morning, I spoke 

at the Choctaw Church of 

Christ who is one of our regular 

supporters and that evening, 

spoke at Newalla.  That gave us 

the rest of the week to spend 

time meeting church members, 

discussing freely our work in 

Japan, and finding out all about 

those who have been support-

Reporting Begins in Oklahoma 

  We were met at the airport in 

Oklahoma City by our good 

friend, Paul Crouch. I knew he 

had grown a beard since retiring 

from the service, but I wasn’t 

expecting the “Phil Robertson” 
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ing us financially, encourag-

ing us, and praying for our 

work. Thanks to the con-

tinuing support in both of 

these congregations, We 

have been able to carry on 

our outreach in Matsudo 

and other parts of Japan. 

The night before our depar-

ture, we had a good old 

fashioned “singing” time - a 

great memory to take with 

us back to Japan. 

are buried. I (Steve) had an 

opportunity to review her 

life, speak about how she 

was a Christian and how her 

life had been changed. At 

the end of her life she had 

been at the Dahlia Street 

Church of Christ in Denver. 

We hope to see her again at 

the resurrection! 



Reporting, Rest, and Fellowship in Muskegon, MI 

Finishing Business for Dad - Nashville, TN & Bloomington, IN 

Renewing Ties - Ft. Wayne, IN, Columbus & Byesville, OH 

   Driving nearly straight north 

from Kokomo, we arrived at 

Muskegon, Michigan where we 

enjoyed a stay at a Hampton 

Inn, thanks to the generosity 

of the Don Walt family.  Don 

and his wife Pat have known 

us since the days we used 

to live and work in Hok-

kaido and came down to 

Misawa, Japan, to visit and 

speak.  They gave us a very 

generous personal contri-

bution which allowed us to 

help our son later on to 

purchase a car.  His car had 

been “totaled” in a freak 

“hailstorm” in Abilene, 

TX.  Also thanks to the 

Walts’ efforts, the Mus-

kegon congregation now sup-

ports our work, so we’re happy 

to be able to touch base with 

them again.  Since our last visit, 

they added a “fellowship hall” 

not helping her back. So this 

time, we were able to find a 

better couch for her along 

with some other needs, 

thanks to some generous 

contributions once again.  

   Leaving Ft. Wayne, we 

drove to Columbus, Ohio, 

where we had lunch with my 

Uncle Gene and Aunt Henri-

etta.  I helped Uncle Gene 

with his computer a little and 

we made plans to see them 

later on in Bloomington, IN 

toward the end of our trip. 

   We kept going after lunch 

and made it in time for 

Wednesday night Bible study 

in Byesville, Ohio, getting a 

chance to fellowship with 

some members of the Stop 9 

Church of Christ that supports 

our work. Bro. Buddy Lawren-

  We left Muskegon and drove 

to Ft. Wayne, Indiana, where 

we spent a couple days with 

Debbie’s mother.  A couple 

years ago, we had purchased a 

couch for her “online” without 

checking it out very well. I was 

mission to use a house on 

their property. Bro. Barry Bag-

gott, who had helped us store 

Dad’s belongings at his par-

ents home helped by bringing 

all the boxes of Dad’s things 

to that house. For several days, 

we sorted and arranged Dad’s 

books and papers, wondering 

how to dispose of them. Bro. 

Ralph Cole, elder at the 

Springfield Church of Christ 

took 11 boxes of books for 

 The most strenuous part of our 

trip was waiting for us in Nash-

ville, TN. The Crieve Hall 

Church of Christ gave us per-

their library!  Sis. Rosemary 

Boone and Sis. Marie Byers 

took Dad’s papers for research 

and archival use for DLU and a 
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son opened his home to us for 

our stay there.  One day I spoke 

to the “Golden 60’s” group and 

Sunday night once again gave my 

power point presentation.  We’re 

truly thankful for their support. 

preaching school. Thanks too 

for my sister Joyce and Debbie’s 

help in sorting through it all. We 

closed Dad’s bank accounts, 

got in some good visits with 

family and friends, and were 

able to take Dad’s ashes from 

Nashville to Bloomington, 

Indiana. Family gathered to 

honor Dad in his final resting 

place next to my mother in the 

Valhallah Memory Gardens.  

to their building and seem to have 

grown somewhat in numbers at 

their church.  

    I presented a power point 

presentation, but this time used a 

“big screen TV” along with an 

HDMI cord for everyone to see.  I 

also led a Bible study that Sunday 

morning, so overall we had a very 

good visit with everyone and got a 

chance to meet new members of 

their congregation. 



Shining the Light of the  

Gospel in Japan 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light 

for my path.”  (Psalms 119:105)  

Matsudo Church of Christ 

Debbie and her sisters lay their 

sister Karen to rest 

Happy grandchildren with        

their Daddy 

Carrells gather in Bloomington to 

bury Bill Carrell’s ashes 

Furlough Highlights of  2014 

Visiting with Mark and Marcia 

(and Bachi) at Lilac Gardens in 

Spokane 

Prayer Requests 

 For continuing recovery for 

Debbie and her treatments in 

the future 

 Continued recovery for Matsudo church 

members who are ill. 

 For Sara Taylor’s pregnancy and that a 

healthy baby might be born in February. 

 For spiritual maturity, unity, and growth in 

the body of Christ at Matsudo and Yokota. 

 Thanks to God for new brother in Christ, 

Bro. Keiichi Yukusue - spiritual growth. 

 For Bible class seekers to grow in faith to 

one day become Christians. 

 For courage to trust and obey God in trials 

of the church, our families, and communi-

ty as we try to make disciples for Him. 

 For relief efforts for earthquake care, and 

support in Eastern Japan.  

Contact Information 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

Dai 2 Madrukame Haitsu 201 

Minami Hanashima 3-44-6 

Matsudo, Japan 271-0065 

 

Home phone: 047-368-7822 

(Japan country code 81) 

Steve’s e-mail: 

fujikid76@yahoo.com 

Debbie’s e-mail: 

crossstitcher24@yahoo.com 

Final Farewells & 

Return to Japan 
  Leaving Nashville, 

we had a few more 

days in Kokomo, 

Indiana to visit 

church friends be-

fore turning in our 

rental car and re-

turning to Japan. We had about 6 boxes left 

which we took on to Indiana. The Kady’s 

allowed us to store them at their home. A 

large number of photos, we packed up and 

sent to Japan due to their historical value. 

We hope to share some in the future.  

   After meeting with the elders to discuss 

our future plans in Japan, we left after wor-

ship on Sunday to Indianapolis. Larry & 

Bonnie Shortridge (good friends of ours) put 

us up in their home, fed us a wonderful 

steak dinner, and helped us to send off some 

final packages to Japan.   

Overall it was a great 

furlough and we’re so 

thankful we were able 

to see many friends and 

family and to renew our 

ties with each supporting church and indi-

viduals. Please pray that our next term of 

work will bring glory to the Lord and that 

we can be effective and useful in the Lord’s 

work. 

In His service, 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

BREAKING NEWS!  Bro. Keiichi 

Yukusue was baptized and added to the 

Lord’s body at Matsudo on 8/10 - Rejoice 
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Click here for Japan 

Earthquake  Information 

at Park Ave. Church  
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