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Dear brothers and sisters,

This church wants to be mission-minded, but we still need to continue to grow in that effort. 
In Postmodern Europe this is easier said than done. One way to strengthen our outreach is 
through our mission weeks every second year.  The next mission week will be in July 2015, 
when youth from Ohio will be in Thun for the second time. Regula, Danielle, and I are the 
“Ohio Team” who are doing the planing for the week from July 10-20 2015. Important to us 
is the idea to get as much as possible the whole church involved. We have encouraged 
members to get involved in the project week. Some will have youth from Ohio at their home 
once again, but mainly we want as many members as possible to help us in the daily 
outreach activities. Also, we would like to see the involvement of the youth in Thun in the 
project week. 

Youth and Adults Plan the Mission Week of Summer 2015
In July our “Ohio Team” had the opportunity to meet 
with two youth that want to help organize the activities 
for the two Saturdays of the project week: Benjamin 
and Rahel. The two youth enjoyed the presence of 
young Christians from Ohio last year. They are a good 
addition to the “Ohio Team.” They are even willing to 
do some of the planing. The much greater challenge 
than planing the week with the youth will be the time, 
when they will have left again. It is the “Ohio Team's” 
goal to plan activities that the church can possibly

Youth from Ohio with our Youth in 2014          continue for months and years to come. Hopefully, as 
the youth will leave, we can do the follow up in some effective ways. Last year I did the 
follow up with Benjamin using the Let's Start Talking booklets for English conversation. We 
met during a half a year and Rachel prepared herself with the help of my wife for her 
English tests this summer. 

A Story Worth Telling in Our Search for an Assembly Room
The church is still looking for a new assembly place. We began our search in November of 
last year. One of the problems continues to be the high cost of almost all the options that we 
have looked at. Our budget has been extremely tight over the last years and will continue to 
be so as long as the dollar stays low. I want to tell you a little story in our search of an 
assembly place that may be inspiring and encouraging to you, as it was to us. 
            This spring I left the office early one morning with the intention to look for an 
assembly place in the city of Thun. I first went to a school for adults (the 
“Migrosklubschule”) that offers classes in languages, business, arts, sports, etc. When I 
inquired the executive of the school, I received a negative answer: “No, we can't.” Then I 
went to the hotel next door. The owner was very friendly and open. He told me that the 
dinning room would be available to us at any time on Sunday. He could, however, not 
offer us a room for the small children where they would have their Bible class. We could use 



the breakfast room, but not before 11 o'clock, when all of his guests would finish their 
breakfast. I left with some disappointment and went back to the car that was parked in front 
of the hotel. I was about to start the car, when the owner came through the entrance walking 
towards the parking lot along the busy street. He is doing some important business, I 
thought. But then I saw that he came closer to my car. Now it became clear that he had the 
intention to talk to me. He wanted to look at some other options that his wife suggested. 
First, he wanted to check with the school for adults next door. I told him that I had been at 
the school asking about this possibility, but received a negative response. The hotel owner 
wanted to see how the person in charge of the school would respond if he as the director of 
the hotel would open and close the doors on Sunday morning. Also, he pointed out a painter 
nearby who had a large room available for his paintings. May be he would be interested to 
rent out the room on Sunday morning, he told me. I never thought to be able to get anyone 
that much interested in our search of a worship place. I finally found out that the hotel 
owner used to be part of a church in Germany some years back that sent out missionaries 
into different countries.  
             Up to this time we have not 
found a Bible class room for the 
children, but the story is still worth 
telling. It would be even more so if 
eventually we found a Bible class at 
some point in the future. The 
changing of the worship time is right 
now not an option for the members 
so we have to look for another Bible 
class room for the children.  It 
remains uncertain where the church 
may be worshiping in January 2015, 
but we have a trusting attitude in God 
who will provide what is lacking.         One possible option for the church to meet

News about People
Marcel had his last back surgery on October 20. It was the eight time in just a few years. We 
hope that this surgery will bring a considerable improvement in Marcel's quality of life. He 
has experienced continual back pain in past years. 

Prayers:
-Financial Support of a church and/or individuals beginning with 2016
-Thanking God that he took my mother home to be eternally with him relieving her from 
  much pain and suffering that she otherwise would have had in months to come
-My brother's health issues and the small church plant in St.Gallen, Switzerland 
-Search for a new assembly place for the church
-Our preparations for the youth from Ohio that will be in Thun from July 10-20 2015
-Marcel's job position as a prison guard that is dependent on the health of his back 
-Teklosien and Elsa with Ufoita and Yann (also their two children still in Eritrea)
-Lucia, 71, and Elfriede, 85, who are dealing with all kinds of health problems
-Rösli, 86, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Our small children: Robin, Ilja, Elena, Jeanette, Joline, Sarah, Julia, Eliane and Vanessa
-Anna, daughter of Ruedi and Regula, who has not visited the assembly for a few years 



 as well as Mathias who has not attended church any more since 2009; Benjamin, 18, and 
 Rahel, 17, who are children of Marcel and Gabi. They still have some ties to Lena and me 
 and to the church. 
-The visitors and the people that the church is in contact with
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 

Ivan + Lena Voser Ziegeleistrasse 34a 3612 Steffisburg, Switzerland. E-Mail:
voserivan@hotmail.com  or voserivan@gmail.com, Phone number: 0041 33 534 57 37
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