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Dear brothers and sisters,

The beginning of a new year always means that there will be new opportunities for ministry 
and at the same time cherishing good habits may turn out to be invaluable to the church 
community. One of the good habits that I like to hold on to is to begin the year with a Psalm. 
I am also hopeful for this year that there will be a number of new opportunities and open 
doors for ministry like the “Playing Group” for children which was started recently. 

Beginning a New Year
For the first Wednesday evening and the first Sunday morning of the year, I designed 
lessons that are related to the goals of the congregation. Since a few years we have used 
three short statements that the White Station Church in Memphis has been using which are: 
“True faith, true friendship, and true life.” I talked about what this might mean for this 
church to be true and authentic concerning our faith, friendship, and life.  
        The Wednesday after that I used a Psalm, as I  have done it for a number of years to 
have us come before God in worship. There is no better way that I can think of to start the 
year than with a Psalm that expresses an attitude of worship to God. This time we looked at 
Psalm 68. This is a little excerpt from the end of the Psalm:”You are awesome, O God, in 
your sanctuary; the God of Israel gives power and strength to his people. Praise be to God.” 

Children's New “Playing Group” in the Forest 
 

The same group again walking through the wood (Lena is
 taking the pictures)

Joline, Ilja, Julia, Angelica (mother), 
Eliane, and Regula  
Our sister Regula, who has three adult 
children, started a meeting with young 
mothers and their small children in the forest. 
Often on Fridays they have a little adventure 
time in nature. The children enjoy to throw 
rocks into the river, to pile them on each other, 
to look for sticks to put sausages on them to 
cook them over the fire, or anything else that 
may be fun to do in the forest and at the river.   Building a stone tower



The women sometimes get a chance to converse with each other about their faith. I can see 
this ministry as being capable of reaching out to mothers and their children from outside the 
church community. The church has four young women with small children and hopefully it 
all will grow far beyond its first purpose which is to serve families in the church. 

Ministry of Preaching and Teaching in the First Half of 2014
Currently we study in the Gospel of Mark on Wednesday night and Sunday morning. At 
some point in March and June we will be taking a break from the study in the Gospel. This 
will allow time for some brothers of the congregation to teach on Wednesday evening and 
preach on Sunday morning. While all of the brothers in our church have led Bible studies 
and have preached and are encouraged to do so, in this first half of the year of 2014 five 
brothers are preaching or teaching and some do both.  I can commend all five of them for 
their great efforts in this task and hope that others will join them in the ministry of teaching 
Bible classes and preaching especially as the church will grow in numbers. 

News about People
Marcel still has some unusual pain in his back even after his seventh surgery. After each 
surgery our worry that his back will not stop bothering him severely for life becomes more 
intense and we lift up our prayers to God that he will be relieved from the pain. We are very 
glad to tell you that Elsa gave birth to Yann (more about that in the March newsletter). 

Prayers:
-Search for a new assembly place for the church
-Marcel's bad condition of his back and his job position as a prison guard
-Tino and Mo's good adjustment to life in Switzerland, their “new home”
-Teklosien, Elsa, Ufoita (baby), and Yann; Also their two children in Eritrea
-my father, 80, and my mother, 85 
-Lucia, 71, and Elfriede, 85 who are dealing with all kinds of health problems
-Rösli, 86, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Our small children: Robin, Ilja, Elena, Jeanette, Joline, Sarah, Julia, Eliane and Vanessa
-Anna, daughter of Ruedi and Regula, who has not visited the assembly for a few years 
-Teenagers of church members – Mathias who has not attended church any more since 
  2009; Benjamin, 18, and Rahel, 16, who occasionally visit
-Ueli, an occasional church visitor
-The impact of the mission week in June on our youth, children, and people who visited as 
  well as on the church's mission in the future.
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 
-The financial stability of this church

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 



Ivan + Lena Voser Ziegeleistrasse 34a 3612 Steffisburg, Switzerland. E-Mail:
voserivan@hotmail.com  or voserivan@gmail.com, Phone number: 0041 33 534 57 37
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