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Dear brothers and sisters,

The spring 
season in 
Switzerland 
started very 
early this 
year, but 
there was 
much sunny 
weather 
along with 
warm 
temperatures 
long before 
spring time. The children got excited, when I put 
them for the first time in the bike trailer to take 

them all over the place in the area. For good reasons though I choose only the rather flat 
areas and avoid the hills.
        As I am sending off this letter, we are still in the process of searching a new assembly 
place. You may wonder, why it is so difficult to find a place of worship that fits the needs of 
the church and what we can do about it. We may try to give you some answers to that 
briefly. Not only the church is on the move. Some members have been moving in the first 
part of the year. I like to share some thoughts with you in what ways the moving of 
members is bringing new challenges to the church (not that they would move and not attend 
the local congregation in Thun anymore).

Challenge # 1: Why it is so difficult to find an assembly place?
In February 2008 we moved out of our long-time assembly room. Since then we have not 
had any permanent location for the church. Is that because we mind staying at one place for 
more than two years? We have not made it as one of our church principles to move every 
one or two years. We are just unable to find a permanent place of worship for the time 
being. 
          Our current needs are: 1).We need a teaching room for the children that is quite 
large, as we have 9 small children between the age of 0-5 years old. 2). It is important for 
our elderly members that the assembly room has only few steps to walk up and down. 
What we do not need any longer:  The Wednesday night Bible study group does not need 
to meet in an official assembly place, but we would rather want to meet in individuals' 
homes to save extra expenses. The home will be large enough for Church Bible studies for 
right now and the atmosphere is more relaxed. 

Challenge # 2: Members are moving, but they are not moving away
The relationship between members is good and the love for each other is better than ever, 



but there is a trend that we live further apart from each other. Many members move closer to 
the capital city Bern, others more in the opposite direction of the alps. That can easily make 
more than an hour of travel time necessary if certain members like to meet with each other 
outside of regular church hours. We hope that this will not affect church life badly in the 
future, but we are afraid that it may put us further away from each others' lives as well. 

News about Moving Church Members
As I had already reported Regina (with husband 
Peter) and her two children moved (from Basel) to 
Ostermundigen near Bern a few months ago. Now 
also Tino announced that he and his wife (Mo) 
found their new apartment in Ostermundigen. 
Mirko and Anglica had to leave their old 
apartment unexpectedly, but they found another 
apartment in the region at the South end of Thun 
towards the alps. Mirko is a physiotherapist and 
works near Bern, but during the next few years

Mirko and Angelica with Eliane (and Joline)          he hopefully will be able to have his own therapy 
place in Steffisburg near to where my parents live. In May of this year he will be starting his 
new part-time job, about 30%, in Steffisburg. 

Prayers:
-Search for a new assembly place for the church
-As members move to other cities in the extended area, that it will not bring us further apart 
 as members of God's family in Thun
-Marcel's still bad condition of his back; his job position as a prison guard
-Teklosien, Elsa, Ufoita (baby), and Yann; Also their two children in Eritrea
-my father, 80, and my mother, 85 
-Lucia, 71, and Elfriede, 85 who are dealing with all kinds of health problems
-Rösli, 86, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Our small children: Robin, Ilja, Elena, Jeanette, Joline, Sarah, Julia, Eliane and Vanessa
-Anna, daughter of Ruedi and Regula, who has not visited the assembly for a few years 
-Teenagers of church members – Mathias who has not attended church any more since 
  2009; Benjamin, 18, and Rahel, 16, who occasionally visit
-Ueli, an occasional church visitor
-The impact of the mission week in June on our youth, children, and people who visited as 
  well as on the church's mission in the future.
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 
-The financial stability of this church

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 



Ivan + Lena Voser Ziegeleistrasse 34a 3612 Steffisburg, Switzerland. E-Mail:
voserivan@hotmail.com  or voserivan@gmail.com, Phone number: 0041 33 534 57 37

mailto:voserivan@hotmail.com
mailto:voserivan@gmail.com

