
Newsletter March 2014

Dear brothers and sisters,

When you think of Lena and me, you may 
primarily regard us as missionaries in the city of 
Thun and this undoubtedly is, how we see 
ourselves as well. Mission is at the heart of what 
every missionary and every church should be 
doing. Though the mission work that we are doing 
seems to us at times very difficult, we want to give 
every effort we can to bring people to the gates of 
God's kingdom, where they finally make their own 
decision to submit their lives to God. Last year we 
had a mission project with youth from Ohio for the
first time which is now in the planing process         
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The New Ohio Group 
We started to
form a new
“Ohio Group.”
This group will
be in charge of
planning and
carrying out the
project with the
youth from
Pickerington, 
Ohio. This time

The highlight were the puppets Barney and Fred  the group is      The excitement  about the project was not of 

made up of only three people: Danielle, Regula, and     the same intensity for all who were present

myself. However, we have been assured by members of the church that even though they do
not take part in the organization process, they will actively participate in the project week. 
The youth will be staying in Thun from July 10-20 2015. 

Thoughts on God's Mission in Thun
We are committed to the mission work in Thun and pray that some doors will open soon. We
were excited to get to know Teklosien and later Elsa, his wife, and hope that we can still get 
to know them better. As important as this is to us, we want to broaden our mission to other 
couples with children and to anyone else that we can reach. We pray that the most fruitful 
part of our work will still be in the future and that God has been preparing us for his work 
during the past years. We also hope that the church becomes even more aware of the 
importance of doing missions and our fervor to reach out to people will continue to increase.
It is a prayer that I as an evangelist and missionary certainly have and I often think about 



how this awareness of the importance of mission can grow in us much more. I like to be  
part of a strong “mission church” in Thun. We can become that much more if we get a 
stronger urgency of what God is calling us to be as a congregation. 

News about People
Rahel, 17, was in England to prepare for her English exam in June. Lena has been meeting 
with her on Sundays in the afternoon to help her get ready for the exam. During that same 
time on Sunday, Benjamin and I have been reading in the Let's Start Talking booklet of the 
Gospel of Luke. Rahel and Benjamin are also looking forward to the project week with the 
youth from Pickerington. They have agreed that they will help organize the youth events. 

Prayers:
-Search for a new assembly place for the church
-As members move to other cities in the extended area, that it will not bring us further apart 
 as members of God's family in Thun
-Marcel's still bad condition of his back; his job position as a prison guard
-Teklosien, Elsa, Ufoita (baby girl), and newborn Yann; Also their two children in Eritrea
-my father, 80, and my mother, 85 
-Lucia, 71, and Elfriede, 85, who are dealing with all kinds of health problems
-Rösli, 86, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Our small children: Robin, Ilja, Elena, Jeanette, Joline, Sarah, Julia, Eliane and Vanessa
-Anna, daughter of Ruedi and Regula, who has not visited the assembly for a few years 
-Teenagers of church members – Mathias who has not attended church any more since 
  2009; Benjamin, 18, and Rahel, 17, who occasionally visit
-Other church visitors
-The impact of the mission week in June on our youth, children, and people who visited as 
  well as on the church's mission in the future.
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 
-The financial stability of this church

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 


