
Newsletter April 2014

Dear brothers and sisters,

In this newsletter I am lacking space to keep you properly informed about the mission work 
in Thun. We are currently hard pressed in a number of areas in our ministry. My mother 
struggles from cancer. There is the need for additional funds (in part because of the low 
dollar exchange rate) and we are still looking for a new assembly place (the lack of finances 
makes this task more difficult). On the positive side, we were glad to organize another 
seminar which was an encouraging time for all who participated. 

My Mother Struggles with Cancer
My mother's health is currently 
worsening fast and we do not know 
how long she still will be among us. 
She was diagnosed with breast cancer. 
Although the cancer cells were 
successfully operated, metastases 
remain in her body. My mother cannot 
move her right arm properly any more 
and she feels pain in it. The doctor 
prescribed some strong medications 
against the pain. I know that we have to 
be aware that my mother can die at any 
given day. The other day when I visited 

Family picture at my parents' home (Taken in July 2014)             my parents though I was positively 
surprised to hear about how much pizza she had eaten and that she had been out of bed since 
the mid-afternoon and did not go to bed until eight or nine o' clock in the evening on that 
day. Still I know how fast the disease can progress so that we really do not know how long 
she might still be alive. Please, pray for the whole family and particularly for my father. 

Financial Needs
We have been blessed with supporters that want to support missions in an area of the world 
in which it has generally made little progress over the last few decades. Switzerland remains 
a field with much rocky ground. Many Churches of Christ have less than twenty members. 
The congregation in Thun currently has twenty-four members and nine small children. The 
large number of children says something about the potential growth of this congregation 
from which it can gain new strength in the next five to ten years. It is now very important to 
keep up the efforts that we have been doing in Thun and to deepen some areas of ministry 
according to need and capacity. As a father of two small children, my capacity as a minister 
is limited at the present time. At the same time I know that my ministry will be empowered 
through having my own children.  I heard a young American minister say a few years ago: 
“I do not have time to have my own children.” I can understand why a minister would say 
that. At the same time it is very sad that the abundance of church work leads a minister and 
his wife to  the conclusion to better stay childless.
         We ask churches and individuals for additional funds for the mission efforts in Thun. 



We ask individual Christians and churches who read this newsletter to consider sending a 
small amount of money for the mission work in Thun regularly or doing a one time 
contribution. If you know of anyone who has always had a heart for missions or someone 
that does not support foreign mission yet and might want to do this, please, let them know 
that we would appreciate it if they became our supporters even if just with $5 or $10 a 
month. They can send their contributions once a year to the address at the bottom of this 
letter. We would appreciate it if we heard from you in advance if you decided to support this 
mission work. 

Family Seminar 
Since 2003 we have organized a seminar 
almost each year, but last year we had to 
take time off because of our daughter 
Julia who was born a year before that. 
Lena and I considered it to be better to 
skip the seminar in 2013 rather than to 
put us a burden on our shoulders that we 
could not carry at that time. Even this 
year was not so easy for us to carry 
through the seminar because Ilja caught a 
virus that he had a high fever. We had to 
leave the seminar on two afternoons to 
visit a doctor in Thun. People in 
Switzerland seem to thoroughly enjoy       The group of people that participated in this year's seminar
these seminars and expect us to continue it. Hopefully it will become easier for us to 
conduct these spring seminars in future years for which we invite teachers from Christian 
Universities in the US. The value of a Christian teacher who teaches us in their field of 
specialty is invaluable. This year's seminar was about parenting. We had about thirty people, 
including children, who were present at the seminar. Almost each couple brought their 
children along who were from newborn to about ten years of age. This years' seminar was at 
a new location - between Interlaken and Lucerne. 

Prayers:
-My mother that we do not know when our heavenly Father will take her home
-My father and the whole Voser family
-Fund raising efforts
-Search for a new assembly place for the church
-Our preparations for the youth from Ohio that will be in Thun from July 10-20 2015
-As members move to other cities in the extended area, that it will not bring us further apart 
 as members of God's family in Thun
-Marcel's still bad condition of his back; his job position as a prison guard
-Teklosien, Elsa, Ufoita (baby girl), and newborn Yann; Also their two children in Eritrea
-Lucia, 71, and Elfriede, 85, who are dealing with all kinds of health problems
-Rösli, 86, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Our small children: Robin, Ilja, Elena, Jeanette, Joline, Sarah, Julia, Eliane and Vanessa
-Anna, daughter of Ruedi and Regula, who has not visited the assembly for a few years 
 as well as Mathias who has not attended church any more since 2009; Benjamin, 18, and 
 Rahel, 17, who are children of Marcel and Gabi. They still have some ties to Lena and me 



 and to the church. 
-Other church visitors
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 


