
Newsletter May 2014

Dear brothers and sisters,

We are very glad to inform you that we are no longer looking for additional financial 
support. There are several reasons for that: First, we have been able to raise some funds 
during the last few months. Second, the exchange rate has shown its first signs of a gradual 
strengthening of the dollar. That will mean that if that trend is continuing we will get more 
Swiss Francs for each dollar that is given for the mission work in Thun. Third, when I called 
my landlord to tell him that I was looking for a smaller and especially less expensive office, 
he was sitting in the waiting room at the dentist replying : “Then we will lower the cost to 
what you can pay.” I was relieved. For the three reasons above, the church's budget will 
probably be even by the end of the year. God has blessed us financially and for that are we 
as missionaries especially grateful. 

Temporary Location for the Worship Service 
At the end of April we moved out of the 
assembly place where we were for more than 
two years. I wrote you earlier (see newsletter 
November 2013) that the neighbors of the 
building felt disturbed and forced us to leave by 
the end of April 2014. The issue was not a new 
one, but we knew for some time about the 
neighbors negative feelings toward the churches' 
presence in the house. Several times we heard 
someone knocking at the wall, when we were 
praising God with our voices and hearts on 

Temporary worship place (in the back Mike and          Sunday morning. Since May we have had a    
Debbie White from the Park Avenue Church visiting)    transitional place of worship in the elderly 
residence where my parents moved to several years ago. We asked to be able to stay until 
November and were assured that we could stay until the end of December. That puts our 
need for another assembly to a new date, January 2015. The Bible study on Wednesday 
night continues to be a home Bible study at Peter and Kornelia's home. I will inform you 
about the developments concerning the assembly place before the end of the year. 

Teaching English Since 2005
It has helped with our family finances that 
my wife and I have taught a little bit of 
English on the side. My wife has a group of 
elderly ladies that she teaches English. It 
was through an add that I put in the 
newspaper several years ago that God 
provided this teaching opportunity for my 
wife. The ladies that called me thought that a 
woman teacher put the add in the newspaper. 
I was glad to ask my wife if she was               English corner in front of my office (at the left side)
willing to do the English lessons. Since 2007 or 2008 my wife has taught this group of 



elderly women. 
          The place where I usually teach English is at the entrance area to my office. In the 
past years I sometimes taught a few lessons a week, but the response to my advertisement 
differed greatly so that it never provided a secure income. Since spring of this year, I have 
taught only few English lessons each month. I hope that through my continual adds in the 
newspaper, I will at some point have some new English students. 

My Mothers' Death and Health Issues Concerning My Brother
My mother died on August 19 at 7.00 
o'clock in the morning without much pain 
and suffering. We are very grateful how she 
could leave this earth to be with God our 
Father. Her earthly and temporary body was 
sick and weak and not capable of carrying 
on life on this earth. Our joy is far greater 
than the sadness, as we know that she is in 
God's presence now. During the week of my 
mother's funeral, my brother was 
hospitalized so that he could not participate 
at the funeral. Galls stones were removed 
and he felt miserable for several days. In 
addition, doctors found out that the kidneys  My father and mother in their home in July 2014
need to be carefully looked at. We pray that it will not be a very serious health issue so that 
my brother can work as a missionary and evangelist in the church in St. Gallen for many 
more years in the future. 

Prayers:
-Thanking God that he took my mother home to be eternally with him relieving her from 
  much pain and suffering that she otherwise would have had in months to come
-My brother's health issues and the small church plant in St.Gallen, Switzerland 
-Being grateful to God for providing sufficient funds so we can carry on the mission work in 
  Thun, Switzerland, on a full-time base
-Search for a new assembly place for the church
-Our preparations for the youth from Ohio that will be in Thun from July 10-20 2015
-As members move to other cities in the extended area, that it will not bring us further apart 
 as members of God's family in Thun
-Marcel's job position as a prison guard that is dependent on the health of his back 
-Teklosien and Elsa with Ufoita and Yann (also their two children still in Eritrea)
-Lucia, 71, and Elfriede, 85, who are dealing with all kinds of health problems
-Rösli, 86, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Our small children: Robin, Ilja, Elena, Jeanette, Joline, Sarah, Julia, Eliane and Vanessa
-Anna, daughter of Ruedi and Regula, who has not visited the assembly for a few years 
 as well as Mathias who has not attended church any more since 2009; Benjamin, 18, and 
 Rahel, 17, who are children of Marcel and Gabi. They still have some ties to Lena and me 
 and to the church. 
-Other church visitors
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 



Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 

Ivan + Lena Voser Ziegeleistrasse 34a 3612 Steffisburg, Switzerland. E-Mail:
voserivan@hotmail.com  or voserivan@gmail.com, Phone number: 0041 33 534 57 37
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