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    In February, 2014, Keiichi 

Yukusue came to Matsudo 

church looking for comfort 

and meaning in his life after 

the death of his wife.  He 

had found our homepage on 

the Internet and came by for 

a visit.  Hearing our lessons 

from week to week, he de-

cided to stay and hear more. 

He brought his Bible with 

him and eagerly took notes 

on everything we talked 

about. When I offered to sit 

down with him to study fur-

ther, he accepted my invita-

tion and we had a 2 hour 

session on a weekday at the 

church building where 

we discussed disciple-

ship, commitment, sin, 

salvation, and about 

the Lord’s church.   He 

especially enjoyed the 

warm reception and 

helpfulness of the 

members in accepting 

him as a friend.  He 

even stayed for our fel-

lowship meals and 

church business meet-

ings.   

    When Debbie and I 

announced our furlough, 

I asked Yukusue san if 

he wanted to be baptized 

before we left. He decid-

ed to think carefully 

about it all summer and 

wait until our return.  He 

has taken special interest 

in keeping careful watch 

on Debbie’s physical 

condition. He also listens 

to sermons he missed via 

the Internet where we post 

our sermons weekly.   

     Finally he asked to be bap-

tized into Christ on August 

10th, confessing his faith in 

Christ during a Sunday ser-

vice.  Everyone at church 

suggested that we wait on 

taking the Lord’s Supper that 

day until after he was im-

mersed, so I paused during 

my sermon, baptized him, 

then we could all take the 

Lord’s Supper together with 

our “new” brother in Christ!   

Bro. Yukusue has participated 

in Scripture readings during 

the worship, but hopes to 

learn more about prayer be-

fore offering prayer during 

worship time.  Please pray for 

the spiritual growth of this 

fine man as he is a welcome 

addition to the body of Chris-

tians meeting in Matsudo. 

Bro. Keiichi Yukusue Baptized into Christ 

Bro. Toshimitsu Nishiuchi Funeral 
  Our dear 

friend and 

brother in 

Christ, 

Nishiuchi 

san passed 

away after a 

battle with 

cancer. Many friends came 

to remember his life and 

influence in the 20 years of 

his Christian life. He was 

known as a “handyman,” 

karate teacher, loyal friend, 

and dedicated Christian. 

So many spoke fondly of 

how he touched their lives 

by his kind words, good 

deeds, and general posi-

tive attitude toward every-

thing.  He was born in 

Manchuria and came to 

Japan when he was very 

young, working at many 

jobs including being a taxi 

driver for many years.  

    He loved to study the 

Bible, sing songs, and 

have fun times with nearly every 

one he met.  He will be greatly 

missed, but as he lived in hope of 

the resurrection, we hope to meet 

again one day in the hereafter. 
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   Soon 

after our 

return 

from fur-

lough, 

Debbie 

began 

feeling not 

only jet 

lag, but intestinal woes including diarrhea, 

gas, and also constipation. Seeking tempo-

rary relief didn’t seem to help, so she had 

many a sleepless night with continual trips 

to the bathroom. Finally getting a PET scan 

and taking some other tests, she found that 

swollen lymph nodes were pressing on her 

colon in such a way as to prevent her much 

sought relief. The problem for Debbie is 

that since she’s also diabetic, so she has to 

take care of what she eats when trying to 

relieve other symptoms.  

    Dr. Nakaseko, now her main doctor 

(who had given her permission to take the 

furlough trip in the first place), permitted 

her to have the first treatment at Shin 

Matsudo Hospital (closer to our home). 

Although she had to be hospitalized and 

monitored, she still was given a degree of 

flexibility, so she only missed one Sunday 

service.  She then was allowed to be an 

“outpatient” commuting from our home to 

Chiba University Hospital (about an hour 

and 15 min. away by train).   

   The first chemotherapy helped very much 

with the relief of her intestinal pain and she 

got back on a fairly good diet and started 

feeling like doing things again.  I have to 

keep holding her back from doing “too 

much” though, because if she “overdoes it” 

then she can be back to some of the prob-

lems she had before.  So I try to do as much 

of the laundry, cleaning, dishes, shopping 

and other housework as time permits.   

   After her release from the hospital on 

September 11th, Debbie went 2 more times 

on the 17th and 22nd for checkups and a 

conversation with the doctor about upcom-

ing treatments.  Three chemotherapy ses-

sions at Chiba University Hospital were 

September 30th-October 1, October 28-29, 

and finally November 25-26 .  The goal is 

to get her body free from the lymphoma 

cancer so that she will be ready to receive 

stem cell transplantation from her sister 

Teresa Beard. 

    After several discussions with the doc-

tors and with Debbie’s sister, Teresa,  it 

was decided to schedule her to arrive from 

the States on December 5th.  Plans are for 

her to have a blood test on the 8th of De-

cember, then receive 4 powerful (and ex-

pensive) injections on December 11, 12, 

13, and 14.  These shots are designed to 

build up the stem cell count in the donor 

(Teresa) to the highest level possible.  Then 

on December 15th and 16th, stem cells will 

be extracted through a very special process 

from the blood instead of from the bone 

marrow itself.  The stem cells that are thus 

“harvested” from Teresa are to be frozen 

and kept safe until they are needed to inject 

into Debbie. This is most likely in January 

or February, 

2015, when 

it is deter-

mined that 

Debbie’s 

body will be 

clear of 

lymphoma 

to re-

ceive 

the new 

stem 

cells.  

All in 

all to 

me and 

Debbie 

this is an amazing process which 

wedon’t completely understand, but for 

which we’re thankful and hopeful that it 

will succeed if the Lord wills. 

   Now the difficult part of these treat-

ments are their very expensive costs.  

We are able to cover many of Debbie’s 

costs through generous contributions of 

friends and churches, through Japanese 

National Health Insurance, and through 

National Assistance for Limited Income 

patients .  However, since her sister is 

not a resident,  Teresa’s donor costs 

cannot be covered and will cost  nearly 

$7,000 to $10,000.  We are currently in 

discussions with the hospital to see how 

these costs might be paid out over time.  

We trust that the Lord will show us 

what we need to do and will provide 

what is needed at the right time.  Thank 

you all so much for your prayers 

throughout the many years Debbie has 

struggled with these problems.  You all 

are such an encouragement and comfort 

to us.  The generosity of so many of you 

hasgiven us great hope and faith in the 

Lord.  Thank you. 

and felt pleasantly surprised that everyone 

treated him with acceptance and love.  He 

came to the Saturday Bible class, then was 

thankful that I offered to have a Bible study 

with him weekly in Japanese in my home. 

He went out and bought him a Bible and 

now comes regularly and eagerly to the 

Thursday and Saturday classes.  But for 

now the worship has a few more people 

than he feels comfortable with.  Leslie has 

been also helping me on Thursday nights, 

which helps his Japanese, and is an encour-

  Several weeks ago I received a phone 

call from a stranger who had called asking 

about our church which he had read about 

from our homepage on the Internet.  I told 

him when we meet and that he would be 

welcome to come. He seemed thrilled that 

I said he could come.  It was not until later 

that we learned more about some physical 

problems such as fibromyalgia and As-

berger’s disease, which makes him not 

like to be around a lot of people.  Any-

way, he came to church, met everyone, 

agement to Ando san who is 37 yrs. old.  

Please pray that we can continue be-

friending this young man and hopefully 

lead him to a knowledge of the truth in 

Christ 
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Lewis spoke to the JSE teachers about how 

we should commit ourselves to know 

God’s Word well, put it into practice, then 

pass it on to others just like Ezra the proph-

et did (Ezra 7:10).  There was some discus-

sion among the preachers as to different 

ways of passing on the message to others.   

     Eating together also provided some fel-

lowship time among the preachers to share 

what is going on in their various congrega-

tions.  I was very thankful for this oppor-

tunity to be encouraged by a great man of 

faith and by his son as well. It is my pray-

er that the lessons we learned can be put 

into practice. 

  What a treat it was for all of us to be able to 

hear Dr. Jack Lewis from Memphis, TN 

recently as the featured speaker for Japan 

School of Evangelism Founder’s Day.  He 

came this time with his son, Jerry, who 

helped him get around.  In the morning, Bro. 

Lewis spoke about how God worked through 

the life of Joseph to bring about His will for 

Israel. He encouraged all of us to “tell the 

story” of the Bible and God’s great works 

wherever we are and whenever we can.   

   Later at the Tama Oberlien College, Dr. 

We recently had an adventure when the 

battery and alternator both went out at the 

same time on one of our return trips from 

Yokota church on a Wednesday night.  

The car is 18 yrs. old.  We were barely 

able to “coast in” to a Family Mart con-

venience store.  We happened to be close 

to Tachikawa, 

so I called Bro. 

Nao Fukushi-

ma who picked 

us up and let us 

stay one night 

at the Tachika-

wa church 

building.  It 

gave us a 

chance to visit 

with the Al-

brights as well. 

The 

next 

morn-

ing, 

Nao 

took me 

to find a 

battery 

at Yel-

low Hat - auto repair place. With the new 

battery I was able to go part way home, 

but the alternator light was still on. We 

managed to find a Toyota car place which 

determined I needed to buy an alternator 

as well. They had the part, but it would 

not be ready for another day.  So Debbie 

and I went home by train and I came the 

next morning to pick up our car, charging 

it all on a credit card.  So much for anoth-

er adventure in a missionary’s life.  I was 

able to also pass out a few name cards to 

tell people about our church and discuss 

briefly about the Bible with a few. 

     At Matsudo church, 2 old refrigerators 

went out and I was commissioned to look 

for a bargain somewhere.  I had some of 

the men in the Saturday Bible class help 

me get the old ones outside.  Then Deb-

bie and I looked around town and finally 

found one which was delivered on a Sun-

day afternoon to the church building.  

Other than that our 52 yr. old building 

has held up fairly well. We try to make 

repairs, keep the grass trimmed, and clean 

up things all of us working together. 

Thank the Lord that He always provides 

what we have needed. 

and good Bible discussions regularly 

on Wednesday nights as Masa is 

teaching from Romans. 

 3.  Leslie and Sara Taylor have been 

making efforts to reach out to our 

neighborhood families with a “Child-

rearing” series. We continue to pray 

for the success of that program. By the 

way, Sara Taylor is pregnant and they 

are looking forward to a boy due to be 

born in February, Lord willing.  

 1.  Bro. Dwight Albright has encouraged 

many this summer in his travels to various 

churches around Japan. We got to see him 

and his wife at Matsudo, Tachikawa, at 

JSE Founders Day, and at Nogeyama 

Preacher’s Mtg. They generously helped 

us with Debbie’s medical needs as well. It 

is always a pleasure to work for the Lord 

together. 

 2.  At Yokota Church of Christ we have 

been having some wonderful fellowship 

 4. Our son Matt is doing well with “Ripple of 

Light” - a Christian publication firm which is 

serving the Abilene area and has Christian 

commercials and teaching online. 

5.  Matsudo church members are trying to 

take the Lord’s Supper when they can to shut-

ins who are not able to currently attend wor-

ship.  So we go to their location to worship. 
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Shining the Light of the  

Gospel in Japan 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light 

for my path.”  (Psalms 119:105)  

Waiting room for the next round 

of chemotherapy 

Debbie prepares a crock pot meal 

for us and Yokota members 

Cambria and Madeleine pose during 

a trip to Nitori Furniture store 

Highlights August-September, 2014 

Mr. Ando and Bro. Inoue visited 

Debbie at Shin Matsudo Hospital 

MATSU DO CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Prayer Requests 

 For continuing recovery for 

Debbie and her treatments in 

the future 

 Continued recovery for Matsudo church 

members who are ill. 

 For Sara Taylor’s pregnancy and that a 

healthy baby might be born in February. 

 For spiritual maturity, unity, and growth in 

the body of Christ at Matsudo and Yokota. 

 Thanks to God for new brother in Christ, 

Bro. Keiichi Yukusue - spiritual growth. 

 For Bible class seekers to grow in faith to 

one day become Christians. 

 For courage to trust and obey God in trials 

of the church, our families, and community 

as we try to make disciples for Him. 

 For relief efforts for earthquake care, and 

support in Eastern Japan.  

Contact Information 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

Dai 2 Madrukame Haitsu 201 

Minami Hanashima 3-44-6 

Matsudo, Japan 271-0065 

 

Home phone: 047-368-7822 

(Japan country code 81) 

Steve’s e-mail: 

fujikid76@yahoo.com 

Debbie’s e-mail: 

crossstitcher24@yahoo.com 

Personal News and 

Notes 

  Some may wonder how we spend our time 

when not traveling, going to the hospital, 

preaching, or teaching classes.  Debbie en-

joys cross stitching to make gifts for babies, 

friends, and for any other occasion she can 

think of.  Her hands are usually “always 

busy.”  We both have recently enjoyed 

“Little House on the Prairie..”  Our son 

bought us 8 seasons when we were in the 

States and we’ve started watching them.  So 

many good lessons of life are taught in this 

series.  It also gained great popularity in Ja-

pan in the past.  I bought a new HP printer 

that was only about $35 on sale here in Ja-

pan.  I’m using it to scan  the many historical 

photos I brought back from our furlough 

from my Dad’s belongings.  We also love to 

talk with our children and grandchildren by 

Skype whenever we can.  I also try to keep 

up to date with many of our friends on Face-

book. 

UPCOMING NEWS:  10/11-13 Steve to 

speak in Shizuoka at Fall Meeting; 10/18 - 

Steve’s first lecture on Marriage Principles 

and Counseling for Golden Koza at 

Ochanomizu Church of Christ. 10/20 Preach-

er’s Mtg. at Haruna Church of Christ 

In His service, 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

Minami Hanashima 3-48-5 

Matsudo, Japan  271-0065 

Phone: 047-362-8858 

Fax: 047-368-7822 

Email: matsudochurch@gmail.com 

Website: http://

www.matsudochurch.com 

Click here for Japan 
Earthquake  Information 

at Park Ave. Church  

http://www.matsudochurch.com 

Sermons in Japanese also 

http://www.parkave.org/content/4575-japan-earthquake-information.html
http://www.parkave.org/content/4575-japan-earthquake-information.html
http://www.parkave.org/content/4575-japan-earthquake-information.html
http://www.matsudochurch.com

