Newsletter August 2014
Dear brothers and sisters,
On August 19 at about 7.00 o'clock in the morning my mother passed away. Although we all
knew that she would soon die of cancer, we were surprised, how quickly it all happened.
During the last few months, she could not walk by herself any more, but holding on with
both hands from the back to the hip of my father, they walked to the restroom and to the
elevator together. What makes us especially thankful is not just the assurance that she is
with the Lord, but also that she did not have to go through a long period of pain and
suffering. She was almost 86, when she went home to our merciful Father in heaven.
My Mother's Death and My Brother in the Hospital
My father called me at 7.15 in the morning on that Tuesday, but I listened then to the voice
of a nurse that told me the shocking news. I rushed to the home of my parents, where my
mother had been laid down on the bed. I was told by my father that as he and my mother
came from the bathroom, she could no longer hold on to him and fell to the ground. It was
about 6 o'clock in the morning. The nurses from the elderly residence could only lift her up
and carry her over to her bed, where she died rather quickly.
It was one of the first few days, when Ilja started going to the first year of
kindergarten so I left my parents' home after a few minutes to take our son to kindergarten.
The intensity of the next two weeks was as high, as it could hardly be felt stronger. That
same day, almost all the arrangements for the funeral had to be done. My brother and I
wanted to lead the funeral together, but another shocking news came on Monday of the next
week. When I called him in the evening, he felt strong pain in the lower part of the upper
body. He had to be hospitalized.
The Funeral
Each of the following days my brother was in the hospital so that doctors could find out the
cause of his pain. He was diagnosed with having gall stones that needed to be removed as
quickly as possible. On the day of our mother's funeral, my brother was in the hospital in St.
Gallen for the removal of the gall stones.
On Thursday afternoon was the funeral
where members of Churches of Christ from all
of Switzerland were present. It was difficult for
me to assess, how it would be to speak about my
mother who was very close to me. It was fairly
easy to point out the positive aspects of her
Christian life. She is a great example of a living
faith that it made it easy to talk about her and
her attitude toward God through life and
particularly her strong sense of hospitality that
she practiced through all the years that she was Grandma from the Ukraine, I, my mother, Ilja, my
healthy. All the people loved her very much.
father and Julia (Lena takes the picture in July)

She sometimes could irritate people, when she made it plain that doubts do not have a place
in a Christian's life. She was a person that never seemed to have any doubts, but accepted
everything that happened as from God in a absolute fashion without any questions that are
left to wonder, ponder, or ask. She could not have gone from this earth with a better attitude

My parents in their home in July

which made it much easier for all of us to
My mother always enjoyed sitting on the balcony with
let her go to the place where sorrow, pain,
the changing scenery of the alps in front of her
and tears will be no more. She certainly remains in our memory and in a sense she continues
to live with us, as we remember her in certain moments. We were glad that our children got
to know grandma because they will remember her, too.
My brother needs to go to the hospital again to be operated at the kidney. Removing the
gall stones, doctors observed something unusual at one of the kidneys that had to be looked
at more carefully. As my brother went to the hospital two weeks later, they found cancer
cells. On November 26, the cancer cells will be removed from the kidney. We are somehow
relieved to know that the cancer is in the beginning stage and will not spread to other organs
of the body. We are confident that my brother will be well again to continue to minister in
the small congregation in St.Gallen of less than a dozen people plus three children that he
and a few members from Thun started in 1995.
Prayers:
-Thanking God that he took my mother home to be eternally with him relieving her from
much pain and suffering that she otherwise would have had in months to come
-The successful removal of the cancer cells of my brother's kidney
-Financial support of a church and/or individuals beginning with 2016
-Search for a new assembly place for the church
-Our preparations for the youth from Ohio that will be in Thun from July 10-20 2015
-Marcel's job position as a prison guard that is dependent on the health of his back
-Teklosien and Elsa with Ufoita and Yann (also their two children still in Eritrea)
-Lucia, 71, and Elfriede, 85, who are dealing with all kinds of health problems
-Rösli, 86, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Our small children: Robin, Ilja, Elena, Jeanette, Joline, Sarah, Julia, Eliane and Vanessa
-Anna, daughter of Ruedi and Regula, who has not visited the assembly for a few years
as well as Mathias who has not attended church any more since 2009; Benjamin, 18, and
Rahel, 17, who are children of Marcel and Gabi. They still have some ties to Lena and me
and to the church.
-The visitors and the people that the church is in contact with
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world
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