
Newsletter September 2014

Dear brothers and sisters,

We are grateful for your cards of comfort that you sent to us most of which we received as 
electronic mails. We also were encouraged by people who we do not personally know. I 
need to say it one more time that we are all very thankful to God that he took my mother 
home so that she did not undergo as much suffering as if he had been alive for some more 
time. Considering what is best for my mother, it was to put away her old and fragile body to 
be clothed with a new body as Paul said it: “For we know that if our earthly house, our 
present “tent,” is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house no human hands have 
built: It is everlasting, in the heavenly places” (2 Corinthians 5,1). 

The Time After the Funeral of my Mother and the Operation of my Brother
On September 23 my mother would have turned 
86 years old. She died a month before her birthday 
on August 19. It is especially hurtful for my father 
to think about these special dates – when one 
month passed since his wife's death and her 
birthday on September 23. The busy time around 
the funeral and the decision to move to a smaller 
apartment probably helped my father a lot not to 
get to deep into reflecting about what had 
happened. Also, our children help him to free his 
thoughts, as he enjoys their company very much. 
My father's decision to move to a smaller                    On Swiss National Holiday, August 1
apartment in the elderly home was strongly motivated by his desire to continue to support 
the work in Thun financially as much as and as long as he can. To help this church grow in 
the faith to our Lord is almost all that he has lived for. 
        My brother's operation seems to have gone well. Instead of opening the chest, a new 
method was used by doctors which proved less painful to eliminate the cancer from the 
kidney. I hope and pray that my brother will be well again soon, as he will continue to lead 
the very small congregation in St. Gallen as long as God will need him there. 

Still Looking for a Place of Worship
We are still looking for two rooms to rent for Sunday 
morning. The difficulty will be to find rooms that are 
available on each Sunday and for which we will not 
have to pay much rent for the brief time that we will 
use it for. Most possibilities that we have checked on 
are more expensive than we can afford right now. This 
makes it all the more crucial that I will continue to 
raise funds for being able to rent a worship place with 
two rooms that we can actually afford. Our goal is for 
that reason to replace the support of $500 a month 

My brother preaching (Picture from an earlier visit in Thun)



that we will be losing by the end of the year 2015. If we can do that, the dollar that is 
becoming stronger each month will help us to afford the place of worship that we will need 
for the growing number of people in the assembly made up of babies that have been born 
between the end of 2008 and now. 

Ending Series on the Gospel of Mark
I ended a series in the shortest of all four Gospels that I taught on Wednesday night and 
Sunday morning. In February I had started the series taking two breaks for several weeks in 
April and June. During the breaks some brothers and guest speakers preached on Sunday 
morning. Each time we study in a Gospel, we are reminded what needs to matter to us most. 
Preaching and teaching in the Gospels reminds us what we as a congregation most need 
which is to know Jesus. I like to teach in all the biblical books, but teaching in the Gospels, 
gives me confidence that I am putting my focus on the weightier matters. That is why I 
preach and teach from the Gospels more than from any other book in the Bible, perhaps 
along with the Psalms.

News about People
Marcel was operated on his back for the eight time. It seems that this operation could be the 
last one for a while if doctors are right that all that had to be done, was in fact done. At least 
two of the eight operations were just to free a nerve that got entangled and caused Marcel 
serious pain. He is right now in the recovery process and hopes to start back with work soon 
as a prison guard part-time. We were able to congratulate Elfriede to her 86 birthday and 
pray for her well being. 

Prayers:
-Thanking God that he took my mother home to be eternally with him relieving her from 
  much pain and suffering that she otherwise would have had in months to come
-The successful removal of the cancer cells of my brother's kidney
-Financial support of $500 beginning with 2016 or earlier
-Search for a new assembly place for the church
-Our preparations for the youth from Ohio that will be in Thun from July 10-20 2015
-Marcels recovery after the operation
-Teklosien and Elsa with Ufoita and Yann (also their two children still in Eritrea)
-Lucia, 71, and Elfriede, 86, who are dealing with all kinds of health problems
-Rösli, 86, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Our small children: Robin, Ilja, Elena, Jeanette, Joline, Sarah, Julia, Eliane and Vanessa
-Anna, daughter of Ruedi and Regula, who has not visited the assembly for a few years 
 as well as Mathias who has not attended church any more since 2009; Benjamin, 18, and 
 Rahel, 17, who are children of Marcel and Gabi. They still have some ties to Lena and me 
 and to the church. 
-The visitors and the people that the church is in contact with
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119



Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 

Ivan + Lena Voser Ziegeleistrasse 34a 3612 Steffisburg, Switzerland. E-Mail:
voserivan@hotmail.com  or voserivan@gmail.com, Phone number: 0041 33 534 57 37
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