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    Bro. Masao Suzuki asked me 

to speak at their annual Fall 

meeting in Shizuoka prefecture 

October 13th. The topic was 

“History of Hymns” - looking at 

“Amazing Grace,” “How Great 

Thou Art,” “What a Friend We 

Have in Jesus,” “Blessed Assur-

ance,” and “God Moves in a 

Mysterious Way.”  Sharing the 

background of these songs and 

their authors’ lives along with 

Eph. 5:19 and Col. 3:16 proved 

to be a wonderful time of fel-

lowship and praise to God.  It 

was also an opportunity to learn 

more about the Oigawa church 

and other sister congregations, 

whose history goes back a long 

way.  Sis. Sarah Andrews and 

Sis. Hettie Lee Ewing were 

missionaries from before the 

2nd World War who largely 

influenced these congregations. 

I personally enjoyed the hospi-

tality of Bro. Masao Suzuki and 

his wife who have known me 

for over 50 yrs.  He offered and 

has led in encouraging Japanese 

brethren to join in contributing 

funds for the hospital expenses 

of Debbie and her sister, Tere-

sa.  I’m very grateful for his 

efforts.  His son in law, Bro. 

Hiroshi Kawasaki (a former 

student of mine at JSE) picked 

me up at the train station, 

showed me around town to 

various historical sites, and led 

singing at the worship service 

on Sunday when I preached at 

Oigawa church.  It was truly a 

memorable trip. Please pray for 

the Churches of Christ Shizuo-

ka area. 

   The Yokosuka Church of 

Christ (Naval congregation) 

has supported us for several 

years in Japan.  Bro. Gary 

Clark and his wife Natalie 

hosted Debbie and me in their 

home as we renewed our ties 

with the congregation. We also 

thanked them for helping in 

Debbie and her sister’s finan-

cial support.  I spoke on “Self-

control that Submits to Christ” 

from Rom. 8:1-17.  Gary who 

lives off base, graciously gave 

us a “scenic tour” of Yokosuka 

and treated us to some fine 

restaurants in his community. 

Please keep the Yokosuka 

brethren in your prayers. 

Shizuoka Fall Meeting and Yokosuka Trip 

The Japanese Lantern 

JSE Golden Koza - Marriage Principles 

  A number of years ago, Japan 

School of Evangelism (JSE) be-

gan the “Golden Koza” (a play on 

words “goal” and  “dendo”  or 

evangelism in Japanese). Recent-

ly I was asked to present what I 

had taught in classes on a 3 DVD 

series in Japanese so it could be 

used in the future for any who 

would like to learn about Biblical 

Marriage Principles and some 

useful tools for Marriage Coun-

seling.  Much of the material was 

based on what I had studied in 

English nearly 40 years ago in 

Abilene, TX from Bro Paul 

Faulkner and Bro Carl Brecheen 

in Marriage Enrichment Semi-

nars. The challenge was to put 

them into Japanese in 3 sessions. 

The 1st DVD was on God’s 

Design for Marriage and the 

Role of Husband and Role 

of Wife. The 2nd DVD was 

on Communication and 

Oneness in Marriage sug-

gesting useful tools for bet-

ter communication. The 3rd 

DVD was on The Language 

of Love, Solution-Oriented 

Brief Therapy and Tough 

Love. It is my prayer these 

will help to build stronger 

families. 
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Japanese churches promised to come our way, 

the Lord is providing all that we need. We are 

saving it all until Debbie’s hospitalization and 

stem cell transplantation is finally completed.  

She will likely need to remain hospitalized 

further since she will be in a very weak and 

vulnerable condition. We thank God for a 

wonderful modern hospital where Debbie can 

be treated and for all of you whose hearts 

have moved you to help us and who continue 

to pray and care for us in so many ways. 

   We appreciate so much the faithfulness 

of those of you who have continually 

prayed for Debbie, for me, and for Teresa, 

Debbie’s sister, as we have gone through 

various chemotherapy treatments and have 

tried to keep everyone informed on Face-

book with regular updates.  In our last 

newsletter, I explained the history of Deb-

bie’s lymphoma cancer and how she has 

received both out-patient and in the hospi-

tal care through the long process.  

    On December 5th, Teresa arrived in 

Japan from Abilene, TX to become a donor 

of her stem cells for Debbie’s use, in the 

effort, Lord willing, to halt the spread of 

her destructive lymphoma cells. Since 

Debbie and Teresa have the same father 

and mother, it was determined that their 

HLA (human leukocyte antigen) factors 

were compatible as siblings, so Teresa 

could become a donor for Debbie. The 

blood “type” doesn’t seem to be a factor in 

this case.  We thought that was especially 

interesting because Debbie is B+ while her 

sister is AB-.  The doctors have assured us 

that the HLA factors are all that are im-

portant.  Teresa had her blood tested in the 

U.S., sending those result to Japan and on 

Monday (8th) after her arrival here, she 

again had several samples taken to again 

test all her vital signs.  I stayed with them 

to help translate that day, since Teresa 

knows no Japanese and would need one of 

there to explain anything she needed to the 

doctors and/or nurses.  After a few days of 

rest, Debbie went with Teresa from the 

11th to the 14th to get special injections 

(shots) which increased her stem cell 

count little by little. The 15th of Decem-

ber was set as the day for  what is called 

“harvesting” of the stem cells.  If all 

went well, only one day was all that 

would be needed, so we (and many oth-

ers with us) were praying for success on 

that day.  The process is called 

“apheresis,” which is taking the stem 

cells from the blood rather than what has 

often been done in the past from a nee-

dle in the bone marrow.  It is much less 

painful for the donor.  The photo shown 

here is where Teresa is hooked up to the 

machine which draws out the stem cells 

from the blood and stores them, while at 

the same time returning blood back into 

her body through another tube.  The 

newest machine was used with the new-

est technology and we were thrilled 

when later in the day we were informed 

that ALL the needed stem cells had been 

harvested on just one day!  It wasn’t 

necessary to go on extra days, so we 

thanked God that it worked out that way.  

On the 16th, Debbie went to get a PET 

scan to see how the chemotherapy was 

progressing.  That was also the day I 

started feeling very sick - cold, hacking, 

coughing, and a little fever, so I could 

not go with Debbie anywhere.  Unfortu-

nately, when they took the scan, Debbie 

had a pain, but had to remain immobile 

until the scan was over and that made 

her quite uncomfortable for a few days.  

On the 22nd I was well enough to go 

with Teresa back to the hospital for hr 

one week checkup.  She was fine.  They 

just requested that she check in regularly 

for the next several years to see if she has 

any “side effects” from the medicines or 

treatment she had.  After we returned 

home, Debbie met us at the train station 

to go with Teresa to a ladies’ Bible class 

in Ochanomizu.  This was one of the last 

things they got to do together.  That even-

ing Teresa packed for her return trip. 

     Debbie and I are so thankful for Tere-

sa’s willingness to come to Japan to do 

this for Debbie, taking time out of her 

busy schedule for the procedure.  She was 

able to get home in time to spend Christ-

mas with her family and to recuperate 

from her 3 weeks in Japan and to catch up 

on things before her school starts again.  

Thank you all for your prayers for Deb-

bie, Teresa, and me. 

well for us as many churches and indi-

viduals have so generously contributed 

to the needs of both Debbie and her 

sister in this special time of need.  The 

cost of the procedure itself seemed 

overwhelming, but with very generous 

individual contributors both in the U.S. 

and Japan, along with churches in both 

the U.S. and Japan who have given 

above other support they have given for 

our mission work, and a year end spe-

cial contribution from a number of 

  Another diffi-

culty was that 

Teresa, since 

she lives in the 

U.S. and is not 

under the Japa-

nese 

Healthcare system, was classified as an 

“uninsured donor.”  This made the proce-

dure very expensive.  In our last newslet-

ter, we talked about how things have gone 

Generosity of Churches and Individuals for Debbie and Teresa 

Stem Cell Transplant from Debbie’s sister, Teresa 
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passed away in 2014. He was much 

loved and appreciated for his good work 

by all who knew him. 

5.  Matsudo members seem to be enjoy-

ing Bible studies a little more because 

we’re trying to answer more questions 

that deal with their daily lives. Leslie is 

teaching from John on Saturdays which 

has opened several opportunities for 

good discussion. Lord willing, we hope 

these efforts will expand in the new year. 

Matthew and Luke, and there are numerous 

prophecies fulfilled concerning His miracu-

lous incarnation, and it is proper to be joyful 

about God taking on human form, we like to 

take every opportunity we can to explain this 

to the Japanese.  We take care to show the 

clear differences between traditions and 

Scripture and we’ve found that with such a 

positive approach, many are curious about 

learning more and continue attending our 

worship services throughout the year  Our 

appeal has been to community children, to 

families we hope to reach, and to some who 

are just curious to see what might be happen-

ing at Christmas time.  

    For the children, the Taylors, Sis. 

Sanpei, Debbie, and Sis. Nakano have 

been very helpful. Both Leslie and I 

spoke to the adults at different times and 

just before Debbie’s hospitalization, we 

were able to have everyone come to our 

home for a party. Please pray for our 

outreach efforts 

God 

keeps 

guiding 

us to 

meet 

new 

people 

who are 

helping 

so much with our work at the Matsudo 

Church of Christ.  In October, I happened to 

give one of my name cards (meishi) out to a 

man at Gyomu Supermarket where we regu-

larly shop. I thought he might like to either 

come to church, learn English, or to just be 

a friend. He happened to show it to Tomoko 

Nakano who works there. One day when I 

was shopping, she walked up to me and said 

in Japanese, “Are you Stephen Carrell? Are 

you a missionary at Matsudo Church of 

Christ?”  That doesn’t happen every day! I 

was very startled and asked her how she 

knew me. She said her fellow employ had 

shown her my meishi.  She further said she 

had been baptized 14 years ago for the re-

mission of her sins and since she had recent-

ly moved to Matsudo was thrilled to find a 

church believing exactly what she believed!  

Wow! I was amazed to say the least!  She 

showed up at church the next Sunday and 

has been an active and excited member of 

our congregation ever since!   

    In our last newsletter I introduced Bro. 

Keiichi Yukusue who was baptized into 

Christ August 10th.  He is 75 yrs. old but 

continues to delight us with his spiritual 

growth and wisdom.  He not only reads 

Scripture in our worship regularly now, but 

has also prayed  during our worship and at 

one of our last Sundays where several 

men of the congregation give short en-

couraging comments, he spoke for a few 

minutes, telling us all about his conver-

sion. Here you can see him with another 

fellow Christian from Ochanomizu 

church, Bro. Teruhiko Inoue who has been 

very supportive of Matsudo work and of 

our needs during Debbie’s illness. Thank 

God for these wonderful men of faith! 

Nakahara is confined to the hospital. Sis. 

Sanpei had successful oral surgery, and 

Sis. Izawa will have a knee operation 

soon. Please pray for them all. 

 3.  Since the study of Romans at Yokota 

is about finished, I may be starting a 

class in Genesis sometime in the near 

future. Some of the Yokota member may 

be transitioning sometime this year. 

 4. Former missionary to Ochanomizu 

Church of Christ, Bro. Dean Bixler 

 1.  At the end of December, Leslie and Sara 

Taylor successfully passed their Japanese 

driving test to obtain Japanese Driver’s Li-

censes. Returning friends in Yokosuka gave 

them a vehicle which after some paperwork, 

they hope to have available when Sara has her 

baby next February, Lord willing. 

 2.  Several in Matsudo church have or con-

tinue to have illnesses.  Bro. & Sis. Tamura 

have been at home for over a year now. Bro. 

  Each December, Leslie Taylor and I plan 

how we will share the pulpit in explaining 

the events and nature of Jesus’ birth because 

so many are thinking about it at this time of 

year. Since the Bible details the events in 

Other Church News 

Preaching about the Birth of Jesus Christ at Christmas 

Matsudo Church Growth News 
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Shining the Light of the  

Gospel in Japan 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light 

for my path.”  (Psalms 119:105)  

Highlights October-December, 2014 
(more in the Photo Album) 

Fall Gospel Meeting in Numazu –

Debbie, Leslie, and I went 

Sis. Tomoko Nakano has been a wel-

come addition to Matsudo church 

Debbie’s sister, Teresa, came to 

donate her stem cells - Thank You! 

We had a wonderful visit in the 

home of Bro. & Sis. Gary Clark in 

Yokosuka 

Prayer Requests 

 For continuing recovery for 

Debbie and her treatments in 

the future 

 Continued recovery for Matsudo church 

members who are ill. 

 For Sara Taylor’s pregnancy and that a 

healthy baby might be born in February. 

 For spiritual maturity, unity, and growth in 

the body of Christ at Matsudo and Yokota. 

 Thanks to God for new brother in Christ, 

Bro. Keiichi Yukusue  and Sis. Tomoko 

Nakano who are an inspiration to us all. 

 For Bible class seekers to grow in faith to 

one day become Christians. 

 For courage to trust and obey God in trials 

of the church, our families, and community 

as we try to make disciples for Him. 

 For relief efforts for earthquake care, and 

support in Eastern Japan.  

Contact Information 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

Dai 2 Madrukame Haitsu 201 

Minami Hanashima 3-44-6 

Matsudo, Japan 271-0065 

 

Home phone: 047-368-7822 

(Japan country code 81) 

Steve’s e-mail: 

fujikid76@yahoo.com 

Debbie’s e-mail: 

crossstitcher24@yahoo.com 

Personal News and Notes 

  Our grandson, Corban, is now 3yrs. old and 

his sister Catelyn is 1 yr. old and is walking 

(talking a little too).  It is always a pleasure 

to see them on Skype.  We talked to Matt and 

Shi as well as with Marcia and Mark while 

Teresa was visiting with us.   

    Debbie crocheted some blankets for both 

herself and me which are quite warm during 

these cold winter months!  She also continues 

to crochet and cross stitch gifts for friends 

and relatives throughout the year. We’re nev-

er at a loss for gifts with Debbie’s diligent 

hands at work. 

    Along with the Fall Shizuoka meeting, JSE 

Golden Koza, and other preaching assign-

ments, it was hard to keep up with Debbie’s 

hospital visits, house work, and church work 

as well, but the Lord has sustained us 

throughout and we are thankful.  I’m begin-

ning to feel my age somewhat and hope dur-

ing the next few days to get some time to rest 

and catch up on new projects which we hope 

will be of benefit to the Japanese brethren 

and the growth of His kingdom in Japan.  

May God bless you during 2015 and may you 

grow in grace and knowledge of His Son. 

In His service, 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

Minami Hanashima 3-48-5 

Matsudo, Japan  271-0065 

Phone: 047-362-8858 

Fax: 047-368-7822 

Email: matsudochurch@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.matsudochurch.com 

Click here for Japan 
Earthquake  Information 

at Park Ave. Church  http://www.matsudochurch.com 

Sermons in Japanese also 
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