
Newsletter November 2014

Dear brothers and sisters,

As the year nears the end, we will give a short report about the month of November and add 
some reflections about the year 2014. This summary of the year 2014 may help you 
remember most of the things that we wrote about in the last few newsletters and get a sense 
of where we are in different areas of life and ministry. 

Reflections about Challenges in the Year 2014
As we reflect upon this year, we notice that there have been much changes in our family. 
Lena and I have started to get more sleep at night, as the children are turning 5 and 3 years 
old in December. In August we had Grandma from the Ukraine visit us and Ilja started 
kindergarten needing at first some catching up in his growth development. That has gone 
better and quicker than we thought. Also in August my mother died earlier than we expected 
it to happen. My father, Lena, I, and the children were comforted that she went ahead of us 
to heaven to be with God. Then my brother was at a near death experience having painfully 
some gall stones removed from his body at the day of my mother's funeral, when doctors 
also detected cancer on one of his kidneys. The church has continued since April to look for 
a place of worship that it can afford and we have sought God's guidance for our mission to 

the Swiss people. 
Our greatest hope 
for church growth 
are right now our 
nine children in 
the church. This is 
our year 2014 in a 
nutshell. As we 
move toward the 
end of the year, 
we hope that in 

Ilja and Julia Playing at a river                           the year 2015         Five of our nine church kids playing in the 
obstacles will be overcome, healing be brought about      “Forest Playing” group 
where it is most needed and that we advance into new and higher fields of life with God. 

Wednesday Night Bible Class: Study About the Restoration Movement
In the month of October and November I gave six lessons about the Restoration Movement 
which only a small number of people could attend. However, I could sense the great 
appreciation of the members for this special study. The request came from an elderly lady in 
church who wanted to get some knowledge about the Restoration Movement. She had heard 
about it, but she had never done any study on the subject. At times it can help me to know 
what kind of lessons members may be inspired by. I probably would not have seen a need to 
teach lessons about the Restoration Movement, but it turned out as one of the church's 
highlights of the year. Generally, there is the belief among Christians in Switzerland that we 
do not need to know anything about the Restoration Movement. We study the Bible on our 
own which is probably just half of the truth. It turned out that there are some people who 



knew that the Restoration Movement in America and our faith in Christ cannot be totally 
separated from each other. We are thankful to the missionaries from the US who established 
churches many decade ago. The Thun Church of Christ though was established by Swiss 
people only and mainly through the efforts of my parents. We now would like to see the 
church to continue to grow. 

News about People
In November a retired couple started visiting the church. Their names are Heinz and Verena. 
My brother and Marcel continue to recover from surgery. My father moved to a smaller 
apartment in the same elderly residence. 

Prayers:
-Our new church visitors Heinz und Verena
-On the continual search of a worship place
-Thanking God that he took my mother home to be eternally with him relieving her from 
  much pain and suffering that she otherwise would have had in months to come
-Recovery process of Marcel and my brother who both underwent surgery
-Additional financial support of $500 beginning with 2016 or earlier
-Our preparations for the youth from Ohio that will be in Thun from July 10-20 2015
-Teklosien and Elsa with Ufoita and Yann (also two of their children still in Eritrea)
-Lucia, 72, and Elfriede, 86, who are dealing with all kinds of health problems
-Rösli, 86, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Our small children: Robin, Ilja, Elena, Jeanette, Joline, Sarah, Julia, Eliane and Vanessa
-Anna having her first baby – that through ongoing life she may seek God more deeply
-Young people from church members that do not attend church anymore: Anna, Mathias, 
  Benjamin, Rahel. 
-The visitors and the people that the church is in contact with
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 

Ivan + Lena Voser Ziegeleistrasse 34a 3612 Steffisburg, Switzerland. E-Mail:
voserivan@hotmail.com  or voserivan@gmail.com, Phone number: 0041 33 534 57 37
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