
Newsletter December 2014

Dear brothers and sisters,

When winter has made its first appearance and the 
activities of what to do outside have somewhat become 
more limited, then it is good to have something to 
celebrate at our big, round table. This month our family 
had three birthdays: Ilja (5), Julia (3), and Lena. For 
Christmas we invited all those members to our home 
who did not spend Christmas with the immediate 
family. In the evening we came together for a 
devotional. The new year we also spent with a part of 
the church family. The event though that had the most 
flavor of a church event was the coming together of the   Birthday party on December 15
children and adults for the Knusperfest, though this time we were fewer people than usually.
 
Knusperfest

Every year the 
month of 
December means 
that it is time for 
another 
Knusperfest. Tino 
reserved for that 
event the party 
room in the house 

Tino the host                                     that he lives in
which is located in the city Ostermundigen near         Illustrating the brevity of life (Robin and Julia)
Bern. He invited his wife Mo who usually takes part in the Knusperfest and a young couple 
from South America. Also, Regina's husband, Peter, was there. Peter and Regina moved to 
Ostermundigen in the same year as Tino and Mo (2013). I spoke about the briefness of life 
that James talks about in his letter in which he most probably uses the image of mist in the 
air, though differently translated in various Bible translations. Although we generally tend to 
get older today than people in the past and quite a few people turn a hundred years old or 
older, our lives continue to be like mist or fog that we often experience in winter. It is brief 
and when it disappears, as the sun shines through it, the real beauty can be seen. 

An Elderly Couple As Our New Regular Church Visitors
Our new regular visitors are Heinz und Verena. Verena has a Jewish heritage, a fact that she 
has only become aware of through her own research. Verena and her close friend who is a 
few years older than she is, are both very sick. Heinz probably is in his eighties which 
explains the health problems that are related to his age, but Verena has suffered various 
illnesses through much of her life. She once told me ironically that I could mention a kind of 
illness and the likeliness that she once suffered it is anything but slight. She suffers most of 
all from Fibromyalgy.  It is a torture to live with it because no pain killer can take away any 



of the pain that she has to suffer in different parts of her body. One Sunday she gave me a 
CD for the children on which stories are told. As I looked at the CD more closely, I read that 
she was the author of two of the stories. Our children are too small to be interested in these 
kinds of stories on CD right now, but hopefully soon we can enjoy the gift of this elderly 
lady. If Heinz and Verena are not at church, we will wonder if they are sick because they 
attend worship every Sunday morning even though it takes them a lot of effort to do so. 
They are examples for many who are healthy and have not taken the effort to go to worship 
on Sunday morning. 

News about People
Marcel continues to slowly increase the amount of hours that he works for the local jail. He 
is quite confident that his eight back surgery a few months ago is at least another big step to 
“normal life.“ We pray that he can get back to a better life than what he had to experience 
during the past few years as well as for strength from the Lord. My brother also needs still 
much time to get his strength back from the surgery that he had for the removal of the 
cancer. 

Prayers:
-Our new visitors Heinz und Verena who regularly attend church on Sunday morning
-On the continual search of a worship place
-Thanking God that he took my mother home to be eternally with him relieving her from 
  much pain and suffering that she otherwise would have had in months to come
-Recovery process of Marcel and my brother who both underwent surgery
-Additional financial support of $500 beginning with 2016 or earlier
-Our preparations for the youth from Ohio that will be in Thun from July 10-20 2015
-Teklosien and Elsa with Ufoita and Yann (also two of their children still in Eritrea)
-Lucia, 72, and Elfriede, 86, who are dealing with all kinds of health problems
-Rösli, 86, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Our small children: Robin, Ilja, Elena, Jeanette, Joline, Sarah, Julia, Eliane and Vanessa
-Anna having her first baby – that through ongoing life she may seek God more deeply
-Young people from church members that do not attend church anymore: Anna, Mathias, 
  Benjamin, Rahel. 
-The visitors and the people that the church is in contact with
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 

Ivan + Lena Voser Ziegeleistrasse 34a 3612 Steffisburg, Switzerland. E-Mail:
voserivan@hotmail.com  or voserivan@gmail.com, Phone number: 0041 33 534 57 37
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