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    As the warmer days of Spring 

arrive in Chiba, we are thankful 

to God for providing special 

care Debbie needed. She was 

hospitalized at Chiba University 

Hospital the day after Christmas 

so she could get the protection 

and treatment she might need 

during the New Year’s holiday. 

Most businesses, including 

hospitals, close up for the holi-

days, so time was a critical fac-

tor in getting Debbie enrolled 

and adjusted to the hospital for 

the transplantation of her sis-

ter’s stem cells. 

  Debbie packed up her bags 

immediately and checked into 

her room on December 26th. 

So what we thought might be a 

leisurely holiday time was a 

major adjustment to being away 

from each other quite suddenly. 

Unlike previous hospitalization, 

travel to and from the hospital 

took much more time (3 hours 

round trip) and going by train 

often limited what could be 

carried.   

   Debbie and I have used Skype 

for regular communications 

more than ever, so she could 

even help me in putting away 

the Christmas decorations.  We 

enjoyed so much a visit from 

Trey and Hope Mamula the day 

after New Years and their 

thoughtfulness in bringing gifts 

for us both.  

   Debbie’s new regimen includ-

ed better food menu choices, a 

rehabilitation coach to help 

keep her muscles toned, and 

top quality technology and med-

icines for the 24 hour care she 

needed.  

   After chemotherapy to make 

sure all contaminated cells 

were killed, on January 21st 

Debbie received the hematopo-

etic stem cell transplant 

through a blood IV.  With NO 

protection from bacteria, she 

was confined to her room for 16 

days and required to observe 

very strict cleanliness rules. 

These included washing hands, 

using sanitary solutions, wear-

ing masks, wearing gloves (at 

times), flushing twice every time 

she used the toilet, gargling 8 

times a day, having her room 

sanitized many times a day, and 

being monitored 24 hours a day 

by many doctors and nurses. 

    All during this time, I was not 

allowed to eat in the same room 

with her (although as her only 

family member was allowed to 

go in the room) - and could not 

touch her. I could do her laun-

dry, shop for her, and was her 

only link to the outside world for 

church and family news.  Doc-

tors were waiting for Teresa’s 

stem cells to show signs of pro-

ducing the protective cells 

needed in Debbie’s body. The 

first sign of success was when 

the White Blood Cell count rose 

to 400, then 1200, 5500, and 

9500, meaning that she now 

had the strength to fight infec-

tions on her own. It has leveled 

off to about 4500 now. 

   Needless to say we were 

thrilled that she was now set 

free from her isolation ward. We 

celebrated by eating a meal 

together out of her room and 

taking a trip around the hospital 

facility!  Praise God things 

seemed to be working! 
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  The hard part next was that 

some diarrhea, rashes, fever, 

vomiting, and such were ex-

pected side effects of the 

transplant process. Finding 

medicines to cope with each of 

these issues, while adjusting 

the dosage of the IVs and vari-

ous medicines while Debbie’s 

body gained in strength has 

been a long and delicate pro-

cess. Her fevers and rashes 

are gone, diarrhea reduced, 

and she’s basically down to 

minimal IV’s and pills to con-

trol the rest. The doctors con-

tinue to check her blood, do 

continual body scans and 

checking her actual stem cells 

with a needle stuck in her 

bone marrow about 4 times so 

far to see if the transplant is 

really working or not.  Until the 

doctors believe she will be 

strong enough to fight infec-

tions on her own without IVs 

and until all her bodily functions 

are back to normal, they are 

reluctant to allow her to leave 

just yet. We are praying for suc-

cess in this area as well - what 

a grand day that will be when 

she will be allowed to come 

home again! 
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   Debbie and I are thankful for the 

tools like Facebook and Skype, which 

we have been able to use to keep 

many of our friends and relatives in-

formed of her condition from week to 

week.  Many of you have been follow-

ing these updates so you can know as 

much as possible what her current 

situation is and so many of your have 

prayed for Debbie’s healing for the 

doctors and nurses to use their skills, 

for the medicines and treatment to be 

successful.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    We’re thankful to God for all that 

has happened to both of us as a result 

of those prayers.  As our situation has 

changed from time to time, bringing 

our needs before our Father has 

brought us peace of mind, just what 

we have needed and encouragement 

to “hang in there” and not give up our 

hope.   

    Besides these prayers and words of 

encouragement from any of you, we 

have also received expressions of 

support in the form of financial contri-

butions to cover medical expenses for 

Debbie and her sister Teresa.  This 

has allowed us to keep up payments 

for the National Health Insurance 

which covers much of the treatments 

Debbie has been receiving.  

We were told that her sister, 

Teresa, as an uninsured do-

nor would incur considerable 

expense, so many brothers 

and sisters in congregations 

throughout the U.S. and Ja-

pan have seen fit to contrib-

ute fund to meet our needs. 

Some of the bills for treat-

ments and medicines have 

been paid as we could from 

month to month, but with the 

prolonged hospitalization for 

Debbie, we have not yet re-

ceived a final bill for her 

costs.  We’ve been saving it 

all up and believe there will 

be enough at the end of her 

stay to adequately pay for 

everything she has needed.   

   Thank you all so very much 

for coming to our aid, for 

contributing so generously for 

what has been needed thus 

far.  After her discharge from 

the hospital, we expect some 

follow up treatments for quite 

a while, but thanks to the 

Lord’s protection, your gener-

osity and prayers, we believe 

there will be more than 

enough to cover expenses. 

    We are now awaiting final pay-

ment when the hospital accounts 

can be settled, and Debbie will be 

free to go home, Lord willing.  

    It has been a blessing to have a 

laptop computer and a WiFi con-

nection to be able to not only 

send out reports like this one, but 

to also stay in touch with Debbie 

during her confinement in the 

hospital.  Skype has been used to 

talk with our daughter Marcia 

from the day lounge, to allow 

Debbie to also talk to Matt and 

his family and letting the grand-

children see Grandma in the hos-

pital.  We also used it at church 

with the help of Leslie Taylor’s 

iPhone and a Skype connection 

for Matsudo church members to 

converse with Debbie in the hos-

pital at our tea time fellowship.  I 

use it regularly to talk with Debbie 

from home, discuss things which 

may be happening at home, and 

sometimes get directions from 

Debbie on cooking, putting things 

up around the house, and to just 

visit.  It becomes the closest thing 

to “being there” without being in 

the same location. 

 

forced me to learn to make 

better use of my time and try 

to learn how to do things I 

don’t normally do, like cooking 

and such.  At church I try to go 

ahead of time to cover some 

of the tasks Debbie had been 

doing.  Along with my own 

preparation for sermons at 

Matsudo, preparing the weekly 

bulletin, study for classes at 

Yokota and Matsudo, and 

keeping everyone informed of 

  Regular preaching and teaching of 

classes without Debbie close by has 

been a challenge since she is my 

best helper and critic as well. Quite 

often I’ll just call her to be my 

“sounding board” for sermons, confi-

dant in discussing problems, and 

even a source of personal encourage-

ment when I struggle to keep going. 

Of course doing regular house work 

of laundry, dishes, cleaning floors 

and toilets, shopping, and paying bills 

have become routine now. They have 

Debbie’s progress each day has 

been tiring, but truly rewarding. 
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“And God is able to make 

all grace abound to you, so 

that in all things at all 

times, having all that you 

need, you will bound in eve-

ry good work.” 

2 Corinthians 9:8 
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   It has been such a pleasure to 

see Bro. Keiichi Yukusue take on 

more responsibility in the worship 

services - praying and reading 

Scripture regularly, and on at 

least 2 occasions speaking during 

worship for the encouragement of 

the members with comments 

about his growth of faith.   

    He has gone on several occa-

sions with either me or Leslie to 

take the Lord’s Supper to those 

who are sick or unable to attend 

services.  His comments in our 

Bible discussions have also 

been a source of encourage-

ment to the congregation.  We 

thank God that he has come our 

way and he is growing in His 

faith each week.   

    Leslie Taylor has been teach-

ing lessons every Saturday from 

the book of John.  He uses video 

material too that is available on 

the Internet to supplement the 

class questions.  We read the 

passages each week in both 

Japanese and English while try-

ing to give a solid foundation of 

teaching for both church mem-

bers and non-Christians.   

    In one of our regular church 

business meetings, it was sug-

gested that we use the 4th Sun-

day of each month a fellowship 

time which is open forum for 

free discussion of anything members 

would like to share.  It is also a day in 

which we practice a couple of new 

songs each month. However, if any-

one needs to have the time to share 

what is on their hearts, this is a desig-

nated time for it.  It is important dur-

ing this time for me to be more quiet 

to allow others to speak freely.  I’m 

glad to see the brethren feeling freer 

to express what’s on their minds.  

Regular Bible monthly Bible study is 

at the first of each month. 

tinuing their series of lessons 

with friends from the neighbor-

hood in a monthly Child Rear-

ing Class. We continue to pray 

for its success. 

 4. I updated our church direc-

tory or 2015 to include Bro. 

Yukusue and Sis. Nakano who 

have come to our congregation 

during the past year.  All mem-

bers now have a copy. 

5.  Our church homepage con-

tinues to have our weekly ser-

mons posted to it in Japanese. 

These began in January, 2014, 

 1.  Boston Kazuki Taylor was born 

February 1st at Chiba Nishi Hospi-

tal in Matsudo. Leslie’s parents 

arrived just in time to greet their 

new grandson. 

 2.  Sister Izawa had a successful 

knee operation. Sis. Sanpei had 

successful oral surgery. Bro. Ka-

kusho had successful brain sur-

gery and Bro. Nakahara got to re-

turn home from his hospitalization. 

All are in recovery and doing well. 

We thank the Lord for His bless-

ings. 

 3.  Leslie and Sara Taylor are con-

so over a years worth of sermons in 

Japanese are available online.  

6.  Sis. Nakama has been making 

several trips to Gifu prefecture to 

help her daughter’s family who re-

cently moved their for her work.  Also 

Sis. Tomoko Nakano has had to 

work a lot since January, not allow-

ing her to attend services as often 

as she’d like. She hopes to get back 

on schedule soon and hopes to have 

a Bible class in her home eventually.   

    Please pray for all these people 

and Matsudo members as we all 

strive to serve our Lord for His glory! 

Debbie, which I also taught 

in January and February.  

They enjoy my teaching, but 

look forward to when Debbie 

will be able to return to 

teaching that class regularly 

again. 

   I was asked to write an 

article for the Fukuin maga-

zine in Japanese on the 2nd 

Coming of Christ. It was pub-

lished in the March, 2015 

issue.  I’m also teaching a 

class at Yokota church each 

week from the book of Genesis, a good 

review to strengthen our faith in God’s 

working. It has been a challenge to study 

for each of these while trying to help Deb-

bie, clean house and preach regularly.  I 

pray that all these will be an encourage-

ment to all as the Lord strengthens me 

for 

  2015 began with a New Years 

Meeting at Mito on January 9th 

with Bro. Nonogaki speaking from 

Romans. The first preacher’s 

meeting of the year was at Yokota 

church and the second one at 

Numazu church. Graduation for 

Bro. Yasuki Nishimura at JSE was 

held on March 9th  at the 

Tachikawa  church, so no preach-

er’s meeting was held that 

month. On that same day, I had to 

hurry down to Ochanomizu to 

teach a Ladies Bible class for 



Visiting with Bro. Nakahara  

who is bedridden at home 

One of the nurses checks Debbie’s 

oxygen level on a routine checkup 

Steve preaching at a bilingual  

worship service at Yokota 

Trey and Hope Mamula visited 

Debbie on January 2nd 

at Chiba University Hospital 

Prayer Requests 

 For continuing recovery for 

Debbie and her treatments in 

the future 

 Continued recovery for 

Matsudo church members who are ill. 

 For the Taylor family in the addition of their 

baby boy, Boston, and for the Taylors’ out-

reach to the Matsudo community. 

 For spiritual maturity, unity, and growth in 

the body of Christ at Matsudo and Yokota. 

 Thanks to God for new brother in Christ, 

Bro. Keiichi Yukusue  and Sis. Tomoko 

Nakano who are an inspiration to us all. 

 For Bible class seekers to grow in faith to 

one day become Christians. 

 For courage to trust and obey God in trials 

of the church, our families, and community 

as we try to make disciples for Him. 

 For relief efforts for earthquake care, and 

support in Eastern Japan.  
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Personal News and Notes 

1.  Our son, Matt, is planning a trip to 

Japan this summer, June 17th to 27th, 

with his wife and two children  We hope 

Debbie will be recovered by that time so 

we can all enjoy our time together. 

2.  The Taylors were able to get their driv-

er’s licenses and their car inspected and 

insured in time for the visit of Leslie’s 

parents at the end of January. Now that 

they are more mobile, they are able to 

travel more and take care of any business 

they need to on their own. With a new 

baby, we’re thankful that they now have 

this blessing too. 

3. March 21st marked 36 years of mis-

sion work for Debbie and me in Japan.  

Also on March 29th I turned 65 yrs. old, 

allowing me to officially be recognized as 

a senior citizen in both the U.S. and Ja-

pan.  I’m thankful that the Lord has given 

me health so I can help my wife in her 

time of need.   

     Thank you all for your prayers and en-

couragement for Debbie, me and the 

Matsudo church during these trying times. 

May God richly bless each one of you as 

we try to stay alert as servants in the 

Lord’s kingdom. 

 

In His service, 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 
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