
Newsletter April 2015

Dear brothers ans sisters,

The activities of this month had a strong focus on Bible training and on a world-wide based 
fellowship with brothers and sisters that we know well. 
                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                            Seminar about the Gospel of Mark

One of the highlights of each year is the spring 
seminar with a teacher from a Christian 
University in the US. This year was the tenth 
seminar that we organized which all started 
thirteen years ago. The speaker was Allen 
Black from the Harding School of Theology. 
We arrived on Easter Monday. Since Allen had 
been in Switzerland since Saturday, we enjoyed
having him as our guest in our home until
Monday. The effect of that visit is still

Allen who teaches from the Gospel of Mark                      noticeable a few weeks after his departure, as 
Ilja and Julia like to play the game “Allen and Nancy Black.” It is a game in which our 
children pretend to be Allen and his wife, Nancy. Lena and I also had to speak some English
to make it more real. I am sure that Allen would be surprised about the big impact he had on
our children. He preached on Sunday morning and I translated his sermon into German. 
            The seminar in the mountains not far from Thun was very well attended with thirty 
people including six children who came to be there for the whole time. As in most other 
years, many people at the seminar were from Switzerland. In addition to that, we had a 
number of people from Germany. Those who could not comprehend English well enough to 
closely follow the lectures could listen to the lectures in German over a headphone. Stephan 
Kallus, who often does the translating in the multi-lingual church in Munich, Germany, was 
our translator for this year's seminar once again.      
            Two people even came from the Ukraine. Kostya and Alyona attended from Bila 
Tserkva, Ukraine, which is about an hour driving distance from Kiev. It is the city in which 
Lena grew up. One evening when we focused our devotional on prayer, Kostya shared with 
us some of the challenges that the war caused for the Ukrainian people. Bila Tservka itself is
in the Western part of the country and not immediately affected by the destruction of the 
war. The city has received thousands of refugees from the Eastern part of the country. The 
destruction and the bad continual life condition made many people in or close to the war 
zone leave it to go to the Western part of the country. Some were members of Churches of 
Christ in the East. Kostya received into the small church in Bila Tserkva around a dozen 
Christians who came from the war zone. 

Ukrainian Guests 
We had the pleasure of having Kostya and Alyona as our guests at our home before and after
the seminar. The night before the seminar our house was full with guests from the US and 
the Ukraine. Our friends from the Ukraine stayed after the seminar for a few more days with



us so we were able to have an extended time of fellowship with them. 
            I have known Kostya and Alonya since
2003, when I visited the Ukraine for the first
time. It was at that time that I got to know Lena.
Every time I visit the Ukraine, I have some
special opportunities for ministry in the church
in Bila Tserkva. A few years ago I taught for the
church there a seminar on the book of Ephesians.
There are many good memories that I have from
the time, when Lena and I visit the Ukraine. This
time it was Kostya's opportunity to preach in
Thun and I was translating the sermon from
English into German.                                               Our Ukrainian Friends in the old part of Bern

Prayers:
-Church visitors Heinz und Verena as they struggle with different kinds of diseases
-On the continual search of a worship place
-Thanking God that he took my mother home to be eternally with him relieving her from 
  much pain and suffering that she otherwise would have had in months to come
-Recovery process of Marcel and my brother who both underwent surgery
-Additional financial support of $500 beginning with 2016 or earlier
-Our preparations for the youth from Ohio that will be in Thun from July 10-20 2015
-Teklosien and Elsa with Ufoita and Yann (also two of their children still in Eritrea)
-Lucia, 72, and Elfriede, 86, who are dealing with all kinds of health problems
-Rösli, 87, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Pregnancies of Regina and Angelica
-Our small children: Robin, Ilja, Elena, Jeanette, Joline, Sarah, Julia, Eliane, and Vanessa
-Anna having her first baby – that through ongoing life she may seek God more deeply
-Young people from church members that do not attend church anymore: Anna, Mathias, 
  Benjamin, Rahel. 
-The visitors and the people that the church is in contact with
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 

Ivan + Lena Voser Ziegeleistrasse 34a 3612 Steffisburg, Switzerland. E-Mail:
voserivan@hotmail.com  or voserivan@gmail.com, Phone number: 0041 33 534 57 37
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