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Summer is over! Phew! 

みなさん、こんにちは！ Hello everyone!  We pray everyone is healthy and blessed, and as always thank you 
for taking the time to read our newsletter. We hope you’ll enjoy reading about what we have been up to.  
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As with kids in the U.S., Cambria gets a summer vacation 
from school. However, it’s much shorter than in the States, 
lasting only about a month, starting in the middle of July and 
going into August. The last day before break the kids did 
what is called warabeuta no yube, which means “night of chil-
dren’s songs.” The kids all sing songs, play games, and just 
generally have fun together while the parents watch. It was a 
nice way to start the break. We really enjoyed having Cambria 
home for the hot days of summer and spent lots of quality 
time together as a family. While she missed seeing her friends 

each day, as with any kid, Cambria loved her summer vacation! 

 

July marked a big transition for our family since coming here to Ja-
pan. Around the end of the month Sara and Leslie both finished 
their final period of language study. After two years of going be-
tween Matsudo and our classes in Tokyo, it’s going to be weird not 
to be there multiple days each week. Still, we’re very excited to 
start this new phase of the work and truly begin our ministry here. 
We are so thankful to everyone who made this period of study pos-
sible. Without your support, this next phase would truly be impossi-
ble. Please pray for us as we are beginning this next step! Ochanomizu, Tokyo, where our classes have been 

Cambria participating in the warabeuta no yube 

July 

 

Toward the end of July, we had the opportunity to go visit the 
church of Christ that meets on Yokosuka Naval Base. Leslie spoke 
on Sunday morning, which was his first English only, non-
translated sermon since coming to Japan! We were able to stay 
with the Broyles family, who we have all become good friends 
with since coming here. They have repeatedly shown us hospital-
ity and Christian love, and we are so thankful for that fellowship 
and encouragement. Unfortunately for us, they’ll be moving back 
to the States early next year, but we are grateful for the blessing 
they have been to our family over the last two years. Please pray 
for them as they prepare to move back home.  

The Broyles treated us to lunch at Chili’s. A taste of 
home! 



August is a time of festivals in Japan. All around the nation 
many matsuri (as they are called in Japanese) take place on 
both a large and small scale. Some of the larger festivals will 
have millions of visitors, but many communities host their 
own that are much smaller and a great way to engage with 
other people in your neighborhood. We went to a couple of 
festivals with friends in Matsudo and got to meet some new 
friends thanks to these events. After our local one, we got 
together with several other young families and enjoyed spar-
klers and other small fireworks, which is also a summer time 
tradition here in Japan. 
 

Without a doubt the most exciting thing that happened in August was 
the first baptism at Matsudo since we have been here. Mr. Yukusue has 
been coming to worship with us since earlier this year. His wife passed 
away not too long ago, and since then he began to read the Bible some 
on his own, which brought his interest in attending worship services. 
He did a study with fellow worker Steve Carrell right before they left 
for America, and continued coming to worship while they were on fur-
lough. Not long after they returned, he decided he wanted to become 
a Christian and was baptized into Christ on August 10th. We are all so 
thankful and blessed to have this new member of the Christian family 
here in Matsudo. He has already been helping us some in worship, 
regularly reading Scripture for us (which is a big help as this can be a 
difficult task for anyone who is not a native reader), and has even said 
a prayer or two. We ask that you pray for Mr. Yukusue as he continues 
down this new walk in Jesus Christ, and also that you pray for the 
church as we try to help and encourage him in this walk. And also 
please thank the Lord in your prayers for this new believer.  
 
Along with Mr. Yukusue’s baptism, we had another encouraging development in August. Toward the end 

of the month a young man close to Leslie’s age showed 
up to worship one day. His name is Ando, and he too has 
been reading the Bible and wanted to understand better 
what he was studying. He comes to Leslie’s Saturday 
morning Bible class each week, and Steve and Leslie also 
have a weekly Bible study with him on Thursday nights 
that Steve is leading. One challenge however is that Ando 
has Asperger’s Syndrome, a disorder on the autism spec-
trum. This shows up in a variety of ways, but we know the 
Lord calls on people from all walks of life. We ask for your 
prayers for Ando and for us as we continue to study and 
encourage him to follow Christ. 

Email: taylorsgotojapan@gmail.com        Website: http://taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.com       Phone: (336) 838-5695  Email: taylorsgotojapan@gmail.com        Website: http://taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.com       Phone: (336) 838-5695  

Chatting together while the children play 

Leslie, Steve, and Ando after a Thursday night Bible study 

August 

Mr. Yukusue, your new brother in Christ! 
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Early in September, Leslie had the chance to go to a 
preacher’s meeting for the first time since classes 
ended. During classes, going to the preachers meetings 
was not really possible, but now that it’s over he can go 
on a regular basis. This meeting was held in Yokohama at 
the Nogeyama church of Christ. It’s a bit of a trip, taking 
about 2 hours from our apartment to the building, but 
worth it to spend some time with other Christians from 
Tokyo area churches. Dwight and Josephine Albright, a 
couple who did mission work in Japan for well over a 
decade and continue to visit for 3 months each year, 
were also there so that was a great encouragement too! 
 
 
Another meeting that was held in September was the Japan School of Evangelism (JSE) opening meet-

ing. JSE is similar to preaching schools in the states, and of-
fers an opportunity for Christians in Japan to study with 
some of the more seasoned Christian workers here. Steve 
Carrell is one of the teachers in this school, and while Leslie 
does not currently teach with it, it was nice to be able to see 
so many Christians again from all over the area. This meeting 
had a special treat, as Dr. Jack Lewis, one of the people who 
worked on translating the NIV version of the Bible, came to 
speak. Dr. Lewis is 95 years old, but still made the trip to 
come and speak at this. He spoke on the story of Joshua, as 
well as the importance of not growing weary in doing good 
(Dr. Lewis is clearly a good example of this!). Both vital les-
sons for Christians today! 

 
At the end of September, Leslie and Sara started a min-
istry that we have been planning and looking forward 
to for quite some time. When we lived in Okayama we 
took part in a parenting group and saw how useful it 
was. With that in mind we put together a group here in 
Matsudo. We will meet once a month at the church 
building with other young parents to encourage each 
other on this journey of parenthood. Naturally, our 
hope is that as we share how our relationship with God 
affects our parenting style, this will pique interest in the 
Gospel. It started strong with 3 other families, including 
one husband and wife attending together which is 
quite rare. We are hopeful this group will be fruitful for 
the kingdom and ask for your prayers that it will be. 

September 

The Japanese book we’re using for the parenting group 

The Nogeyama church of Christ building in Yokohama 

Preparing to listen to Dr. Lewis at the Tachikawa church of Christ 
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Thank you so much for taking the time to read our newsletter. As you might imagine there’s 

much more going on here from day to day, but hopefully this has given you a glimpse at what 

we’ve been up to the last several months. Thank you as al-

ways for your support and partnership in this work. It is an 

encouragement and blessing to have so many on board! 

 

Please continue to pray for us, and may God bless you in 

every way! 

 

                 in Christ, 

The Taylor Family (Leslie, Sara, Cambria, and Madeleine) 

c/o Wilkesboro Church of Christ   P.O. Box 81  Wilkesboro, NC 28697 

Other News 
 

There are a few final things we’d like to share with everyone as we close out the newsletter. 

First, for those who have not heard, it look as though we will be having our first boy in Febru-

ary! We found out in August and are very excited. We also will be changing hospitals here 

very soon. We have been going to a woman’s clinic which, while good, was not communi-

cating very well with us. They seemed hesitant to deal with foreigners, so we will be going to 

the Chiba Nishi Hospital, which is close to where Cambria goes to school. It looks as though it 

is going to fit our desires much better, and also cheaper, so God has blessed us very much 

on all fronts. Please continue to pray for Sara, who has been feeling the impact of this baby 

more than previous pregnancies, for the baby’s health as he continues to grow, and for our 

family as we prepare to have the new member amongst us each day. 

 

We also mentioned in this newsletter Leslie’s Saturday morning Bible class. We just finished up 

the book of Acts, and in a couple of weeks will be beginning the book of John. With Ando 

coming, we now have two non-Christians regularly in attendance at this study, so we ask for 

your prayers as we move into the book of John. It’s obviously a great book for learning about 

Jesus and taking seriously his claims to be the Son of God, and we hope it will encourage the 

Christians present as well as draw the non-Christians closer to a decision of following Jesus. 

 

Finally we would like to ask your prayers for our friend Nao. Sara had been doing a study with 

her on a normal basis while Leslie was at Japanese class, but during the summer various 

things made it difficult. Sara was under the weather for some time due to the baby, and Nao 

started a new job that has kept her more busy than she was previously. However, Nao is one 

of the people coming to the parenting group, and is still interested in studying. Our next study 

will likely be on baptism, so we ask that you pray first for schedules to line up well and make 

the studies easier again, and also that when we do begin again this will prove fruitful. We 

would rejoice so much to see Nao decide to walk with the Lord, and we hope in the near fu-

ture we’ll be able to report just that. 

Don’t forget! Here are some other 
ways you can keep up with our fam-
ily as we work here in Japan… 

 
Youtube: 

www.youtube.com/user/taylorsgotojapan 

 

Blog: 

taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.com 
 

Facebook Page: 

www.facebook.com/taylorsgotojapan 
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