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Another year over, a new one has begun! 

明けましておめでとうございます！ Happy New Year! As we start 2015 we wanted to bring you up to speed 
with our work in Japan at the end of 2014. We hope you’ll enjoy reading our quarterly update. 
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With Japanese schooling over this year, Leslie has really en-
joyed being able to make it to the preacher’s meetings that 
are held each month. In October, Leslie and Steve visited the 
Haruna church of Christ, where brother Obata and his wife 
work. This is also the church where the Herringtons, friends 
we made while living in Okayama, worked for several years. It 
was great to finally get to see the place in person after hear-
ing so much from the Herringtons, along with personal corre-
spondence with brother Obata over the years. It’s especially a 
blessing to enjoy the fellowship with other Christian men, 
which is an unfortunately rare thing in this country. 

 

Much like in the United States, Japan also enjoys Halloween. Al-
though it’s different here in Japan (e.g. they don’t trick or treat), 
folks still like to dress up and have fun given the right venue. This 
year we took the opportunity to have a small party for the local 
kids in the area where we live. Being right across the street from 
the local playground, the kids all knew about the party and were 
eager to participate. We had a great turn out and lots of fun eating 
snacks and playing various games together, and are thankful for 
the chance to be a part of our community. Local kids playing games w/ Cambria & Madeleine 

Discussing around the table at the Haruna church building 

October 

 

Speaking of Halloween, we were also thankful for the invite from 
the Broyles family to come on base and let our kids do some trick 
or treating. Since they don’t do this here in Japan, getting to visit 
them on base and let our children enjoy a little taste of home is a 
real blessing. Not to mention it’s great for Sara and Leslie to 
spend time with a great Christian couple as well. Sadly (for us) as 
of December the Broyles have moved back to the US, and while 
we will miss them, we are so thankful for the countless acts of 
love and kindness they showed to us during their time here. 
Please pray for their family as they readjust to life in the US as a 
family of five.  

The girls really enjoyed getting to trick or treat to-
gether on base! 



In November Leslie had the opportunity to preach at the bilin-
gual service held at the Yokota church of Christ. The Yokota 
congregation is made up of both Americans and Japanese. 
The church building is literally across the street from the Yo-
kota Air Force military base, so any Christians living there at-
tend worship at this building. However, there are also a good 
number of Japanese Christians who live in the area. Due to 
the language barrier, the services are usually held separately, 
but once a month both groups get together and have a joint 
worship and fellowship meal, and this is where Leslie was 
thankful to be able to participate and help. 
 

Also in November, the Autumn joint worship (合同礼拝 - 
goudou reihai) was held in Shizuoka Prefecture, hosted 
by the Numazu church of Christ. Due to the higher atten-
dance numbers however, the actual event was held at a 
nearby event hall. Although it’s a bit of a trip, taking 
about 2-3 hours total to get there by car, it’s well worth 
the travel to spend time with so many Japanese Chris-
tians. Because of the pregnancy, Sara ended up staying 
home with the girls, but Leslie was able to attend and 
was actually the one to take the group photo. It was a 
great time of worship and study, and hopefully we’ll be 
able to go as a family in the future.    
 

While Cambria has been in youchien (Japanese kindergar-
ten) this year, Sara in particular has been trying to take 
the opportunity to make many friends and have as much 
of an influence on the various mothers there. In fact, the 
parenting group we started in September is attended pri-
marily by parents who we have gotten to know through 
Cambria’s school. One of the events Sara did this year to 
help continue those relationships was a pie party. Every-
one got together at our home, made pies and spent time 
chatting as fellow moms while the children were in 
school.  Definitely a great way to build relationships! 
 
Speaking of pies, we also were able to enjoy one final 
Thanksgiving meal together with the Broyles this year. 

Despite being in the middle of packing everything up - they were literally only a week from leaving at this 
point! - they still hosted us for Thanksgiving, for which we were very grateful. Thanksgiving is such a spe-
cial holiday as Americans, so it’s a real blessing to get to spend it on base and enjoy some of the tastes of 
home we all love, especially with another young Christian family.  
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Leslie speaking at the bilingual service in Yokota 

Sara and friends enjoy fresh baked pies together at our home 

November 

The group photo of everyone at this year’s Autumn joint worship 
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With Christmas around the corner, December is always a 
very busy time of year, especially for a young family. One 
tradition many schools have in the US is a Christmas 
show or play that the kids do. Cambria’s school didn’t 

exactly have a Christmas play, but they did do a 楽しみ

会 (ta-no-shi-mi-kai = fun get together) before their win-
ter break. The children performed some songs and a 
story, and the moms also prepared a performance for 
the children to enjoy. This was also a good example of 
how married to work many men in Japan are - Leslie was 
one of only two men present! We greatly enjoyed seeing 
Cambria do this with her Japanese friends though, and 
Cambria enjoy watching mommy do her performance, 
too! 
 

Also in December, we held a Christmas party for the 
neighborhood children. Like the party in October, we had a 
number of different games and festive snacks for the kids to 
enjoy. Unlike October’s party however, this one was planned 
primarily by a new member to the Matsudo congregation, 
Tomoko Nakano. Tomoko is a young lady in her 30s who met 
the Carrells by chance (or maybe divine providence!) at a lo-
cal grocery store where she works. She was baptized 14 
years ago, and was looking for a congregation she could get 
involved with, so we have obviously been happy to have her 
join and be able to help out so soon. The kids had a lot of fun 
with all the games she had prepared, and we thank God for 
her joining our small church in Matsudo. 

 
Possibly one of the most exciting things for our family 
that happened in December, and certainly the most 
time consuming, was the process of getting our Japa-
nese driver’s licenses. When the Broyles family moved 
back to the US, they were generous enough to give us 
the car they had been using, free of charge. Of course, 
in order to use the car, we first had to get our licenses. 
This involves a ton of paperwork, and also an extremely 
strict driving test on a closed course an hour from our 
house. By God’s grace and with a lot of study and prep 
on our part, both Sara and Leslie were able to pass the 
test on the 2nd try. We look forward to having a car, 
especially with the new baby, and hope we can use it to 
help the work we are doing here in Japan. 

December 

The dreaded “crank” - one of the hardest parts of the driving test 

Moms and children playing a game together at the tanoshimikai 

Tomoko-san leads a game for several of the neighborhood kids 
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Thank you so much for taking the time to read our newsletter. Though we couldn’t fit every-

thing over the last several months into one newsletter, we hope you enjoyed reading some of 

the highlights from October to December. We pray 2015 

starts of very well for you and that all of us will grow and 

bring glory to God in the new year. 

 

Please continue to pray for us, and may God bless you in 

every way! 

 

                 in Christ, 

The Taylor Family (Leslie, Sara, Cambria, and Madeleine) 

c/o Wilkesboro Church of Christ   P.O. Box 81  Wilkesboro, NC 28697 

Other News 
 

Before closing, we’d like to share a few other events that have happened over the past 

months. Firstly, Cambria celebrated her 6th birthday in October. It’s hard to believe she’s al-

ready 6, but we had a great time celebrating with many of her friends from school. This party 

also offers a good example of how simple get-togethers can provided opportunities to plant 

seeds. During the party, one of the ladies who is a devout Buddhist asked about a phrase we 

had hanging on our wall, and Leslie was able to talk briefly about how it connects to Chris-

tian thought. Our prayer is that whether we are the ones to water it or not, these little seeds 

of thoughts will, by God’s power, ultimately spring up into a faith that leads to eternal life!  

 

Also, along with the other busy events of December, Sara celebrated her 29th birthday on 

the 31st. It’s tough for her to believe this is her last year in her 20s! She and the whole family 

are thankful though for every year of life God has blessed her with, and pray for many more 

years of service in the Lord. 

 

Finally, as you may know, we are looking forward to the 

new addition to our family in only another month. In Octo-

ber, after dealing with some communication issues with 

the clinic we had been attending, we decided to switch 

hospitals. The new hospital is very nice and should actually 

be less expensive, but most of all we feel like they commu-

nicate better and we feel more comfortable with every-

thing. We are thankful for our friend Ikko, who has been 

driving us to Sara’s appointments and helping translate 

and do paperwork whenever necessary. Please pray for 

our family as we prepare for the new baby, and also pray 

for Ikko - a prayer of thanks, and a prayer that our influ-

ence and work will ultimately lead to a new faith! 

Don’t forget! Here are some other 
ways you can keep up with our fam-
ily as we work here in Japan… 

 
Youtube: 

www.youtube.com/user/taylorsgotojapan 

 

Blog: 

taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.com 
 

Facebook Page: 

www.facebook.com/taylorsgotojapan 

The reception area of the new hospital 
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