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    Debbie and I have described her 

hospital experience as a “roller-coaster 

ride,” since she could not come home 

until the end of April, got increasingly 

weaker, and finally was re-hospitalized 

at a different hospital.  We had hoped 

that after her stem cell transplantation 

on January 21st, she might be released 

to come home. However, with numer-

ous physical reactions and inability to 

find a stable balance, our next goal 

was to hope for a return by the Japa-

nese Golden Week holiday (series of 

holidays in a row). Debbie was re-

leased to come home on April 28th.  

    The advantages of her period of 

time at home were better rest (without 

continual interruption), better food 

(she could eat more of what she liked) 

and for both of us to be 

able to do more activities 

together (shopping, eating 

out, planning for the arrival 

of our children and grand-

children in June. Unfortu-

nately, her overall condition 

was not improving. 

    As her body got weaker, 

Debbie’s walking and climb-

ing stairs became such a 

chore that she now had to 

be driven most anywhere we 

might go out. Then with 

increasing difficulties in 

breathing and the beginning 

of fluid buildup (edema) 

first in her left leg,  then 

continuing to the right, care 

for her at home as an outpa-

tient gradually became un-

manageable. She developed a 

red rash which we tried to 

treat with bandages from the 

dermatologist.  Finally on her 

next appointment on June 

2nd, our enjoyable time at 

home together came to an 

end as we both realized Deb-

bie’s need for increased and 

continual care was very nec-

essary.  She dreaded climbing 

the stairs, and the doctors 

were strongly suggesting she 

say, so we immediately made 

the decision to have her hos-

pitalized - this time at Shin 

Matsudo Hospital.. 

Debbie’s Extended Stay, Release, and Re-hospitalization 

  We had hoped that the stem 

cells Debbie received from her 

sister Teresa would take hold, 

produce new white blood cell, 

red blood cells, platelets and 

other vitals leading to her im-

proved health. However, tests 

showed that the lymphoma was 

now more aggressive and has 

actually moved into the bone 

marrow itself, making recovery 

even more difficult. Edema 

worsened in the left leg and 

dermatitis (inflammation of the 

skin) made walking difficult. 

Her right leg showed symptoms 

of edema and dermatitis as well, 

although the rash on her left leg 

subsided a little. Blockage from 

swollen lymph glands were 

pressing against arteries and 

were said to be the cause of 

this edema.  So doctors tried 

to treat it with low dosage 

chemotherapy to gradually 

shrink the blockage, allowing 

better circulation and de-

creased edema. For awhile, 

bandages covered her legs to 

protect against infection. 

   With treatment now at her 

former hospital, closer to 

home, Debbie is able to have 

her original doctors and fa-

miliar nurses which helps a 

lot. I can get there in about 

20 min. instead of an hour 

and a half as before.  Dr. 

Kashima and Dr. Tadokoro, 

along with several other doc-

tors continually monitor her 

progress, along with a steady 

stream of nurses and staff. We 

feel blessed.  

    Once more my role has be-

come to take care of all the 

house chores, regularly wash 

Debbie’s clothes, go shopping 

for whatever she may need and  

deliver them several times per 

week. We stay in touch mainly 

by phone and internet calls on 

Skype.  I have tried to keep all 

friends informed via Facebook. 
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   While Debbie rested at 

home, I attended the annual 

Joint Worship (Gohdoh 

Reihai) meeting at Ibaraki 

Christian College.  Bro. Sug-

ao Tadokoro presented the 

featured message and I got a 

chance to see a lot of Chris-

tian friends, many of whom 

have been praying for and 

contributing to the medical 

expenses for Debbie.  Sis. 

Vicky Spore (whom I had 

not seen for nearly 25 yrs. – 

former member at Yokota 

Church of Christ) happened 

to be assisting Bro. Leon 

Sanderson and his wife as 

they traveled to Japan.  It 

was great to renew ties with 

her and to meet the Sander-

sons, even though time was 

short.  

   During “Golden Week” -a 

string of Japanese holidays, 

we both took time to just 

rest and enjoy each other’s 

company - this was a rare 

treat, since most of the time, 

Debbie and I have had to deal 

with comings and goings to 

and from the hospitals.  Deb-

bie was still able to go to 

church, travel to local restau-

rants, and do a little shopping, 

but mostly we stayed home, 

thought about how to get our 

house cleaned up, and changed 

things over from spring to 

summer clothes and such. 

   We were able to enjoy a 

brief time on May 8th remem-

bering the 39 years which our 

Lord has blessed our marriage.  

I’ve been trying to commemo-

rate each celebration and in-

formation on Debbie’s condi-

tion by posting updates on 

Facebook with photos.   

On Mother’ Day (10th), I 

preached a sermon remember-

ing lessons which my mother 

(who passed away in 1999) had 

taught me over the years.  She 

was truly a great Christian woman 

and example for me all her life.  As 

Timothy was blessed with both a 

grandmother and mother of great 

faith, so in my family, both my grand-

mother nd mother on Mom’s side of 

the family were strong Christian 

women who instilled their teaching in 

me from a young age.  My mother’s 

positive attitude, stong love for the 

Lord, love of singing, love for people, 

and passion for hospitality and evan-

gelistic outreach still are qualities 

which I strive to follow and pass on 

to our children as well. 

   Added to this was the blessing of 

being able to think of all those same 

qualities in the wonderful missionary 

wife, Debbie, who became a faithful 

and strong Christian mother for both 

of our children as well.  The Lord has 

truly blessed me richly! 

    In mid-May, I went to a preacher’s 

meeting in Shizuoka at the Nakada 

Church of Christ.  I traveled with 

Bro. Obata and Bro. Fukushima to 

the meeting, but Leslie Taylor came 

on his own because he wanted to do 

some photography afterward and 

took off for Kyoto after the morning 

devotional time. 

    Even while Debbie was home dur-

ing May, however, I had to take her 

for frequent checkups to the hospital 

the meantime, washing clothes, 

dishes, and vacuuming, along 

with shopping and helping Deb-

bie has kept me bus every day.   

  As soon as it was decided that 

Debbie would return to the hospi-

tal, I realized our house needed 

some major rearranging to prepare 

for the arrival of our children.  So 

changing our desks around gave us 

more room, putting unused items 

in storage, preparing the closets, 

bedding, kitchen, and “tweaking” 

through several Skype sessions 

with Debbie brought a new and 

refreshing look to our home.  In 

   Debbie has a lot of crafts 

and materials for making a lot 

more.  Sometimes she uses 

these to make gifts for many 

friends. However, when she 

realized that with her illness, 

she may never get around to 

using these, it has made both 

of us reevaluate all of our pos-

sessions and think about how 

we can eliminate so much we 

don’t use and trim it down to 

Bright Spots Together During Debbie’s Stay at Home in May 

“Extreme Makeover” Time 
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just things we need.  

Making things accessible 

and trying to be strict on 

whether or not we’ll 

really use it has helped 

us eliminate a lot of un-

necessary things.  Re-

membering the ordeals 

we faced when both of 

my parents passed away 

has made us try to face 

these problems a little 

more realistically.   

and we could tell that her 

condition was gradually 

getting worse.  Her edema 

start-

ed slowly 

in her 

legs 

and 

con-

tinued 

to wors-

en.  We 

tried to make the most of 

our time together at home, 

but it was becoming increas-

ingly apparent that her out-

patient status could not con-

tinue indefinitely.   

    We thank the Lord for 

allowing us to enjoy each 

other’s company and some 

time together during May so 

that we have some “bright 

spots” to remember while 

she was at home. 



Classes, Preaching, and Outreach 

Other Church News 

A Very Encouraging Visit from Matt and Shi Carrell and our Grandchildren 

   On June 7th I taught a La-

dies’ English Bible class at 

Ochanomizu Church of Christ 

for Debbie.  I’ve also assisted  

in Leslie Taylor’s Saturday 

morning English Bible class 

on John.  At Yokota (as time 

permits), I’m continuing to 

teach lessons from the book 

of Genesis. 

    Leslie preaches once or 

twice a month and I preach 

most other weeks.  Each les-

son has shown good study 

time and useful applications 

which are benefiting all our 

members.   

    It has been a personal de-

light to me to see the spiritual 

growth and progress of Bro. 

Yukusue, who has joined us 

on 5th Sundays as one of the 

speakers who brings a brief 

word of encouragement to 

the congregation with the 

other Matsudo men.  As he 

has grown in his faith, his 

comments on sermons, at the 

Lord’s table, in his prayers dur-

ing our assemblies, and in 

church meetings continue to 

show his spiritual hunger for 

God’s Word and greater depth 

of insight.  

   Bro. Gamou has had to care 

for his aged wife who has been 

hospitalized about three times 

after her initial surgery was not 

done well.  She has finally been 

allowed to go home and joined 

us with her husband for our 

worship on Father’s Day. 

to show Shi and the chil-

dren, yet allow some 

time for visiting with 

family and friends as 

well.  Starting with res-

taurants and shopping, 

amidst adjusting to jetlag 

and the excitement of an 

unforgettable adventure 

and travel to nostalgic 

places of Matt’s youth, amaz-

ingly they were able to go to 

most of the places they wanted 

to see, meet friends from the 

past, make a few new friends, 

and spend some quality time 

with family!  Even though Deb-

bie was very weak during their 

time with us, we both enjoyed 

so much visiting when we 

could, playing with the grand-

children, and trying to deepen 

our relationships together.   

    We all took numerous pho-

tos of nearly everything - some 

to share on Facebook, some 

just to enjoy ourselves. Even 

though not everything went 

according to schedule (it rarely 

does, right?), still Matt renewed 

his love for Japan, Shi gained an 

appreciation for the land where 

her husband was born and a 

taste of the “real Japan” Debbie 

and I experience in every life. 

Corban and Catelyn seemed to 

  Our son Matt and his family 

came to see us for a few days in 

June. It had been 12 years since 

Matt was last in Japan, but Shi 

and our grandchildren, it was 

their first visit.  The challenge 

with Matt’s itinerary was to try to 

fit all the places he wanted to go 

much.  Please continue to pray 

for this class of the Taylors as 

well. 

 3.  Church Homepage usage - 

besides just putting up sermons 

each week, a page of acapella 

songs made by the IC Minor 

Singers on You tube was made 

so more could enjoy their sing-

ing.  We are currently discussing 

further ways to use the church 

website more effectively. 

 1.  The Taylors will be gone to 

the States from July 22nd to 

August 12th.  He wants to visit 

his father who is ill and it is 

their first trip back in 3 years. 

 2.  Sisters Sanpei and Nakama 

have been helping with the chil-

dren each month while Leslie 

has been teaching a class to 

neighborhood mothers and 

fathers on “Raising Children.” 

We appreciate the efforts of 

these great Christian ladies so 

 4. The Hill family recently left 

Yokota congregation and during 

the summer, the Mamulas were 

also gone. With Debbie’s sick-

ness, there were times I could 

not get there for fellowship or 

teaching class, but I’m trying to 

do so. As the Yokota congrega-

tion struggles, please remember 

them in prayer as well. 

5.  As our Matsudo church also 

struggles with sicknesses, hard 
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work schedules, and other 

challenges, please pray that 

they will remain spiritually 

strong and faithful.  In a 

recent fellowship time, 

members discussed the 

work of the Holy Spirit. 

    Your continuing prayers 

for us to serve our Lord 

for His glory are greatly 

appreciated. 

   Bro. Teruhiko Inoue regu-

larly attends the Saturday 

morning Bible studies and on 

5th Sundays joins the 

Matsudo men in presenting 

short but insightful and en-

couraging lessons.   

    All of our sermons since 

the beginning of January, 

2014 have been uploaded in 

Japanese to our church web-

site. So feel free to pass them 

on to your Japanese-speaking 

friends. 

enjoy being with their grandpar-

ents and seemed right at home 

learning all about Japan and 

making friends. 

    On Father’s Day Sunday 

(21st) I preached to a record 

crowd of about 22 people 

about, “Following the Father’s 

Path to Holiness” from 

Heb.12:1-13.  Afterward we  

had a congregational fellowship 

meal in honor of Matt and Shi’s 

arrival and had a great time as 

both visitors and friends got to 

meet our children and grand-

children.  Debbie was able to 

attend and the Tamuras who 

had not been there for a long 

time came as well. 



Debbie and me eating out with                          

Sis. Tomoko Nakano 

Sis. Sanpei and daughter Yuria    

came for a visit to our home  

Bro. Ataka visited Debbie and             

offered a prayer in our behalf 

Debbie at Church Fellowship   

after Morning Worship 

Prayer Requests 

 For continuing recovery for 

Debbie and her treatments in 

the future 

 Continued recovery for other Matsudo 

church members who are ill. 

 For the Taylor family’s health and  outreach 

to the Matsudo community. 

 For spiritual maturity, unity, and growth in 

the body of Christ at Matsudo and Yokota. 

 Thanks to God for His providence and  

guidance during difficult times at Matsudo 

and Yokota churches 

 For Bible class seekers to grow in faith to 

one day become Christians. 

 For strength and courage to trust and obey 

God in trials of the church, our families, and 

community. 

 For ongoing relief efforts for earthquake 

care, and support in Eastern Japan.  
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Steve & Debbie Carrell 
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Steve’s e-mail: 

fujikid76@yahoo.com 

Debbie’s e-mail: 

crossstitcher24@yahoo.com 

Personal News and Notes 

1.  Our daughter, Marcia, and her hus-

band, Mark, are planning a trip to Japan 

in the fall, from September 20-October 

5.  We look forward to seeing them 

again, Lord willing. 

2.  One of our elders from our sponsor-

ing church, Mike Forehand scheduled a 

Skype call with me –Debbie was already 

in the hospital.  They offered prayers and 

encouragement for us. Thanks to all who 

are regularly praying in our behalf to the 

Father. 

3. Sis. Tomoko Nakano helped guide 

Matt and Shi around town while I did 

chores and helped Debbie at the hospi-

tal. We appreciate so much all who are 

helping us in these trying times. 

     The U.S. is going through some very 

difficult times as well and Christians need 

to pray, stand strong against evil, but 

show the love and compassion of Jesus 

to our neighbors and friends daily as we 

have opportunity.  Let us stay alert and 

ready to serve Him!  God bless you all 

and thank you for your support of our 

work. 

 

In His service, 

Steve & Debbie Carrell 

Click here for Japan 

Earthquake  Information 

at Park Ave. Church  

Shining the Light of the  

Gospel in Japan 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light 

for my path.”  (Psalms 119:105)  
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