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皆さん、こんにちは！ Hello everyone! Thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter covering the last 
few months. We hope you’ll enjoy reading what we’ve been up to recently. 
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The year always starts off busy for our family, but this year 
we were able to begin it in a different fashion. Having finally 
received our driver’s licenses, we decided to take a family trip 
to enjoy hatsuhinode - the first sunrise of the new year. Al-
though the Broyles family (of whom we’ve spoken about be-
fore) was gracious enough to give us their car when they re-
turned to the US - what a gift! - we weren’t able to do all the 
paper work in time, so we ended up renting a car to drive to 
the Pacific coast. Although it was very cold, it was nice to 
start the year with a beautiful sunrise, along with all the Japa-

nese who made it out there as well. 

 

As you may know by now, January is a busy time for our family as 
we celebrate both an anniversary and a birthday. This year, Leslie 
and Sara celebrated their 8th anniversary, and we all enjoyed cele-
brating Madeleine’s 4th birthday. For the anniversary, we took a 
trip to the Hard Rock café, one of the few places in Tokyo to enjoy 
American food. For Madeleine’s birthday, among other things we 
had a birthday party with some of our friends who have children 
Madeleine’s age. Though we’re busy during these times, we’re 
thankful for all we have to celebrated in our family! Birthday party at our apartment for Madeleine 

Enjoying the first sunrise of 2015 

January 

 

January also sees the first preacher’s meeting of the year, which 
this time was hosted by the Yokota church of Christ. The Yokota 
congregation is partially a military congregation made up of 
Americans and partially a Japanese congregation, and you may 
remember last year Leslie had an opportunity to speak at the bilin-
gual service there. It’s always a blessing to be able to gather with 
other preachers and missionaries around the Tokyo area each 
month, and it’s an especially good way to begin a new year as our 
family seeks to have an impact in our own area. Knowing you are 
not in this alone and that others are working for the same King-
dom is a joy and encouragement. 

Eating lunch with the other preachers and missionar-
ies near the Yokota church building. 



February was by far the busiest, most hectic month for our 
family since coming to Matsudo. On February 1st we wel-
comed our first boy, Boston Kazuki Taylor, to the family. His 

middle name, Kazuki, comes from the Japanese kanji 一希 
which means “one hope.” We had a little scare both before 
and after his birth; before he was born the doctors were con-
cerned the umbilical cord might be wrapped around his neck, 
and after his birth they heard a heart murmur and were con-
cerned about his oxygen levels. God was merciful to us in 
both regards though,  as he was born free of the cord and the 
heart murmur disappeared within a week or two. 
 

For the week after his birth, both Sara and Boston were 
confined to the hospital, which meant Leslie took on a 
few more responsibilities at home. Thankfully, Leslie’s 
parents were here during this time, and were able to 
help a lot around the house. This was a true blessing as it 
allowed Leslie to go to the hospital freely and visit both 
Sara and the baby for plenty of time each day without 
having to worry about Cambria and Madeleine, both of 
whom were not allowed in the room with Boston until 
he came home. Given all the hospital rules, we were very 
happy to finally have mommy and baby home, and a cou-
ple of days later, Leslie’s parents returned home. 
 

However, shortly after coming home Boston developed a 
cough. After it didn’t seem to go away we took him to the 
doctor where we discovered he had contracted RSV and 
also pneumonia, and would have to be hospitalized for at 
least a week. This was a shock and a scare to say the least, 
especially with the foreign language component. Addi-
tionally, Sara had to stay with Boston at the hospital 24/7. 
With Leslie’s parents gone, this meant he had to play 
“mister mom” for a while. Between the scare of the diag-
nosis, the additional hospital confinement for Sara and 
role change for Leslie, this was a very stressful week. Yet 
God was again good to us beyond measure. Boston re-
ceived amazing treatment and recovered quickly. Also, 
due to the health care system here in Japan, we only paid 

about $100 for the entire week Boston was hospitalized, despite the fact that he had a private room.  
 
In a nutshell, February was a stress filled month yet also filled with so many reasons to rejoice and give 
thanks to the Lord. His mercies truly never come to an end! May the Japanese see this and follow Him! 

Email: taylorsgotojapan@gmail.com        Website: http://taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.com       Phone: (336) 838-5695  Email: taylorsgotojapan@gmail.com        Website: http://taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.com       Phone: (336) 838-5695  

Mommy and baby the day after birth 

Boston hooked up to various machines at the hospital 

February 

The car the Broyles gave us helped a LOT when Boston was born! 
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As you might imagine we were happy to see February 
come to an end, and March held plenty to help us focus 
forward. Probably the biggest event in March was Cam-
bria’s graduation from youchien (Japanese kindergar-
ten). After a year of school, it was hard in many ways to 
say goodbye to this. But as it is written, “to everything 
there is a season.” Though it was hard to see this season 
end, Sara and Leslie are so incredibly proud of Cambria. 
Despite not knowing the language and having to adjust 
in many ways, Cambria was brave and not only made it 
through the year, but transcended the “foreign girl” 
mindset and really became a part of the group. We are 
looking forward to having her home more, but we are so 
thankful for the opportunity she had, and both the memories and friends we have all been able to make.  
 

Also in March we were able to continue our parenting group 
which we started last year. We’d like to see this group grow 
a little this year, but we’re thankful for those who have been 
coming each time and participating so well. We continue to 
hope this group will benefit the parents here in their homes 
while also making them more comfortable with the church in 
general and hopefully producing opportunities in the future 
for them to participate and learn about the gospel. Along 
with this class, Leslie has also continued to teach the Satur-
day morning English Bible study group, continuing through 
the book of John. Here, we’d especially ask your prayers for 
Mrs. Tamura, who has been coming for a couple of years 
now. She is very honest and has been fairly blunt that she 
doesn’t see herself becoming a Christian. At the same time, 

she expresses interest in the gospel and Jesus, and has even said she “half believes.” Pray the Lord con-
tinues to work on her heart so that the half might be-
come whole! 
 
Finally it’s worth adding that over the last several 
months Leslie has been preaching a bit more often. 
It’s a serious challenge to prepare these lessons in 
Japanese, but it’s always a good feeling when the les-
son is presented well and particularly when it encour-
ages those listening. Please pray that Leslie will have 
wisdom whenever he speaks both to say what will 
encourage the church and what might persuade any 
non-Christians to commit their lives to following Jesus. 

March 

Preparing a Sunday lesson at a local coffee shop. Leslie uses the iPad to 
write the sermon in Japanese, his phone to look up Japanese words, and 

his Bible to look up God’s word. :) 

Cambria on graduation day 

Watching a section of “The Gospel of John” movie as part of our 
Saturday morning English Bible class 
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Thank you so much for taking the time to read our news-

letter. We pray as always that this newsletter finds you 

blessed and well, and thank you so much for your support.  

 

Please continue to pray for us, and may God bless you in 

every way! 

 

                 in Christ, 

The Taylor Family (Leslie, Sara, Cambria, Madeleine, Boston) 

c/o Wilkesboro Church of Christ   P.O. Box 81  Wilkesboro, NC 28697 

Prayer Request 
 

As of this newsletter our family is somewhere around the halfway mark of our 5 year commitment in 

Japan. With this marker a lot of thoughts and reflections have been on our mind, but there’s one 

we’d especially like to ask you to keep consistently in your prayers.  

 

We came to Japan because we wanted to teach people about Jesus. We want to have an impact 

for God’s kingdom here in Japan, and want to see people decide to follow Jesus and have the hope 

and joy of abundant life that only comes through him. Yet, during our time working here we have 

seen one big factor that holds many back - time. This is probably true anywhere, but it’s accentuated 

here in Japan. 

 

Most men here work very long hours all week long. It is not uncommon for a man to leave home at 5 

or 6am and not return until 10pm or later, and this includes a Saturday workday as well. This means 

that Sunday is the only day off (and even that is not always a given), so for the men, it’s hard to want 

to show up to a worship service or study the Bible. For the women and children, even if they aren’t 

busy with their own activities, they also obviously want to spend time if possible with the whole family.  

 

The challenge this presents to faith is obvious. And when you add in other issues, such as cultural, so-

ciological or philosophical challenges which are often present, it certainly appears to be an uphill 

battle. We’ve had Bible studies that were going well fall through 

because of jobs. People who were coming to church regularly 

stop showing up because of work schedules. And even dedi-

cated Christians struggle to participate beyond Sundays. Yet in 

all of this we are certain that God is at work and is capable of 

laying waste to whatever barriers stand in the way. And so that 

is what we ask you pray for - that God might help take down 

the barriers and help more people in Japan to come to know 

him. Please pray that he will help our family plant seeds and 

bear fruit. Pray that our family and the church here in Matsudo 

and throughout Japan will have the wisdom to know how best 

to reach out and have an impact. And please pray that those 

who have an open heart will connect with those who can lead 

the way to Jesus Christ. That is our prayer, and we ask that you 

will pray this along with us. May God be glorified! 

Don’t forget! Here are some other 
ways you can keep up with our fam-
ily as we work here in Japan… 

 
Youtube: 

www.youtube.com/user/taylorsgotojapan 

 

Blog: 

taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.com 
 

Facebook Page: 

www.facebook.com/taylorsgotojapan 

The new year has brought new light and new life. May it 
bring spiritual light and life as well! 
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