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Dear brothers and sisters,

This month we tried to do last preparations for the coming of the young people from Ohio in
July. I still had to translate some Bible stories from English to German which the young 
people would act out in the riverbed in Steffisburg. We also put advertisements on official 
boards in the area. To prepare the church for the project week, I preached a few sermons that
were focused on our missionary task as a church. 

Sermon Series on Three Reasons for the Church to Do Missions
The last time that I had preached on missions was from January to March of this year, when 
I held a series on „God's Kingdom and Future Evangelism“. Before the young people from 
Ohio came, I thought it may be good to preach a short series on our mission. I gave the 
series the title „Three Reasons for the Church to To Missions“. I focused on the foolishness 
of the message of the cross which we want to bring to the people, on our reaching out to a 
cultural mix of people in our culturally diverse society, and finally on the importance of 
people who come to believe to join the church. In a time in which Jesus is approved by 
many people, the church that Jesus himself established is often seen as non-essential. That 
does not change the fact that for Jesus the church is essential. Once I finished the three 
sermon series, I added one more sermon in June on what makes a church to be a strong 
church.

Preaching in Lucerne
On the Sunday after the series, when our family
visited  the small congregation in Lucerne, I 
preached about what makes a church to be a 
strong church. The congregation in Lucerne has
had about one dozen members in the past 
decade, some joining the church while others 
were leaving. They currently also have about a 
half a dozen children and young adults. One 
lady told me during the discussion time after 
the sermon that she had become uncertain if the

Camping at the Lake of Brienz the night before

local church does something wrong that it is not
really growing in numbers. I told her and the
other members that Lucerne is not an
exceptional church in that matter, but other
churches struggle with the same question. I
have become aware in the work in Thun that
there is no easy answer to that question. I just
think that often is not the fault of the church,
but the general attitude in our society in which
many people have become critical to the idea     Preaching on Sunday morning in Lucerne 



to become part of a church. The largest Churches of Christ in Switzerland are in 
metropolitan areas. They all have an attendance of a few dozen believers which is extremely
small for such metropolitan cities. The bottom line is that we still can learn in Switzerland to
be more mission-focused, but we also need to be aware of the difficult task of it and not 
become discouraged. After the worship service we had a fellowship meal with pizza and 
salads. We were glad to be with the congregation in Lucerne on that Sunday. Once every 
one to two years I am invited to preach in the congregation in Lucerne. Since this 
congregation has only a part-time preacher, it appreciates the opportunity to invite me for 
preaching. 

Prayers
-On the continual search of a worship place
-Thanking God that he took my mother home to be eternally with him relieving her from 
  much pain and suffering that she otherwise would have had in months to come
-Recovery process of Marcel and my brother who both underwent surgery
-Additional financial support of $500 beginning with 2016 or earlier
-Teklosien and Elsa with Ufoita and Yann (also two of their children still in Eritrea)
-Lucia, 72, and Elfriede, 86, who are dealing with all kinds of health problems
-Rösli, 87, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-Pregnancies of Regina and Angelica who will give birth in August or September
-Our small children: Robin, Ilja, Elena, Jeanette, Joline, Sarah, Julia, Eliane, and Vanessa
-Anna having her first baby – that through ongoing life she may seek God more deeply
-Young people from church members that do not attend church anymore: Anna, Mathias, 
  Benjamin, Rahel. 
-The visitors and the people that the church is in contact with
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 

Any Funds Can Be Sent to Our Overseeing Congregation:
Park Avenue Church of Christ
5295 Park Avenue
Memphis, TN 38119

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 

Ivan + Lena Voser Ziegeleistrasse 34a 3612 Steffisburg, Switzerland. E-Mail:
voserivan@hotmail.com  or voserivan@gmail.com, Phone number: 0041 33 534 57 37
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