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皆さん、こんにちは！ Hello everyone! Thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter covering the last 
few months. We hope you’ll enjoy reading what we’ve been up to recently. 
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April started and ended with visits from family. Leslie’s 
brother Lloyd visited during cherry blossom season this year, 
which is certainly of the most beautiful seasons in Japan. This 
was Lloyd’s 3rd visit, and it has been a blessing to have him 
able to come so many times. Later in the month, Sara’s 
mother came to visit, in particular to see Boston for the first 
time.  We had a great time with her, and were even able to go 
camping for a couple of nights near Mt Fuji. Although it is al-
ways difficult to say goodbye when these visits are over, the 
encouragement and joy that family brings with them is worth 

the teary eyed farewells.  

 

This April we held another Easter Sunday service. This has usually 
been a productive day for the church here, with good attendance. 
If for no other reason, some will come so their children can enjoy 
the Easter egg hunt after.  This year many of our friends were busy 
on Easter Sunday, but thankfully we still had several visitors. A lady 
named Miyuki came (this was her second time attending a service) 
and she brought a friend as well. Leslie uses the opportunity to 
speak on the resurrection and encourage the non-Christians in at-
tendance to share that joy  by becoming followers of Christ.  Enjoying lunch together on Easter Sunday 

Enjoying a campfire with Gramma! 

April 

 

In April the monthly preacher’s meeting was held in Tachikawa. It 
is about a 2 hour trip from Matsudo by train to Tachikawa, and 
usually Steve and Leslie travel together, which provides a nice op-
portunity for discussion. These preachers meetings have three 
sections. First there is a devotional where someone from the host-
ing congregation speaks, followed by discussion time about the 
topic. After that we eat together and enjoy some fellowship. Fi-
nally there is a type of business meeting discussing different go-
ings on in the churches of the greater Tokyo area. These meetings 
provide encouragement and opportunity for support for Tokyo 
area churches, so it’s a valuable gathering. 

The cross in the distance on the left of the monorail 
tracks is the Tachikawa church building 



We started May off by getting some paperwork done for Bos-
ton. We had to get things done for both his immigration pa-
pers as well as officially stating him as a citizen of the United 
States. Of course, he’s a citizen of the United States from 
birth, but being born overseas the U.S. has no record of it, so 
we had to go to the embassy in Tokyo to make it official. The 
paperwork for immigration, passports and the like can be 
time consuming, but thankfully things went pretty smoothly 
for us with Boston. We’ve heard some horror stories from 
others, so whenever things can be accomplished without a lot 
of trouble, we are thankful. 
 

In May, we also celebrated Leslie’s birthday. Actually in 
Leslie’s family both his birthday, his parents’ birthdays 
and his grandfather’s birthday are in May, so it’s pretty 
busy on that side of the family. Thankfully, living in the 
Tokyo area it’s easy to celebrate in more American style, 
so we were able to go to Bubba Gump Shrimp for dinner, 
which is a tasty Southern style seafood restaurant. The 
day itself was quite busy however. Each month Leslie 
teaches several English classes at some Christian kinder-
gartens in Tokyo, and several of those classes fell on his 
birthday. One of the members of the church here in Ma-
tsudo is a principal at a school near the Tokyo Skytree, 
and through that relationship Leslie was able to get teaching opportunities both at that school as well as 
some connected schools in different parts of the city. These Christian schools plant a lot of good seeds 
and set Christian examples for the children, even teaching them to pray (they do this before meals each 

day) and some Bible stories as well. Many people who be-
come Christians in Japan have had some connection to 
Christian schools, so it’s nice to be a part of it even if only 
in a small way. We pray those seeds will bear fruit down 
the road, and perhaps they will remember some of the 
lessons learned and seek God out on their own as they 
grow older. 
 
Throughout the year we have been continuing the parent-
ing group we’ve talked about in previous newsletters.  
The group is still small, but we have several people who 
have been attending each month, including one dad who 
has been coming (a rarity in Japan). We continue to pray 
that this group will be encouraging to everyone as par-

ents, and that our Christian example might shine and produce deeper reflections and opportunities that 
will lead to a faith in Christ. 
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We got a kick out of Boston’s passport photo :-) 

Due to school rules, we can’t share (or take) photos of the kids, but 
this is what it looks like going there. Lots of train rides! 

May 

Enjoying a birthday dinner at Bubba Gump Shrimp 
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June began with the summer all-Japan preacher’s re-
treat in Nagano Prefecture. Unfortunately, Steve Carrell 
was unable to attend the summer retreat this year due 
to his wife Debbie’s continuing illness, so Leslie was the 
lone representative of the Matsudo congregation. Now 
that we have a car, Leslie was able to drive to the re-
treat, and gave a ride to brother Iwama who lives a few 
hours north of us and brother Fukushima who ministers 
at the Tachikawa congregation. The theme for the re-

treat this year was 信仰と社会問題 (shinkō tō  shakai 
mōndai) which means “faith and societal problems.” 
Brother Iwama, who holds a geology related doctorate 
discussed the connection of anticipated earthquakes 
(Tokyo is expected to have a large one in the coming years), nuclear energy and God. This was a terribly 
complicated lesson in Japanese, as you might imagine, but thankfully Leslie was able to have one-on-one 
conversation about it in the car on the way to the retreat. The retreat was a real blessing, and while it’s 

unfortunate Steve could not join, Leslie was glad to be able 
to represent the Matsudo congregation. 
 
On the way to the retreat, brother Fukushima asked Leslie to 
teach a course next year for JSE, the Japan School of Evan-
gelism, which is a Japanese preaching school connected to 
the churches of Christ. Leslie accepted and so in the spring 
will teach a course on the resurrection of Jesus, especially 
pertaining to the evidence supporting it. Each course is made 
up of three 90 minute classes, and some attend from as far 
away as Okinawa via Skype. This will be a big challenge for 
Leslie - speaking at an academic level about the resurrection 
of Jesus for 90 minutes in Japanese even once would be a 

challenge, three times all the more so! But Leslie is excited to be able to be a part of this program which 
has been an important part of evangelism in Japan, and is 
thankful his Japanese is to the point where this is possible. 
That ability was made possible by the support of so many 
of you who made our schooling possible during our first 
two years, and we are so thankful for that to this day. 
 
As a small family note, in June Cambria got her first hair-
cut! We had decided some time ago that we wanted her to 
wait until she was 6 to get it cut, but when she turned 6 
she wasn’t quite ready to get it cut. She finally decided to 
in May though, so we took her to a nice place in town. We 
think it looks great! 
 

June 

Cambria getting her first haircut. It’s hard to believe she’s growing 
up so much! 

The group photo Leslie took for the all-Japan preacher’s retreat 

Brother Iwama speaking on plate tectonics and how that impacts 
earthquakes in Japan 
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Thank you so much for taking the time to read our news-

letter. We pray as always that this newsletter finds you 

blessed and well, and thank you so much for your support.  

 

Please continue to pray for us, and may God bless you in 

every way! 

 

                 in Christ, 

The Taylor Family (Leslie, Sara, Cambria, Madeleine, Boston) 

c/o Wilkesboro Church of Christ   P.O. Box 81  Wilkesboro, NC 28697 

Final Notes 
 

We’ve brought up in previous newsletters the name of our friend Nao. We met Nao-san in Kojima 

when we lived there in 2010-2011, but by God’s grace she moved near Matsudo around the same 

time we came here, and was interested in studying more, so we connected and Sara studied with her 

a good bit while Leslie was in language school full time. Unfortunately a job caused that study to fall 

through, but we are happy to report that this study has restarted and we are now studying through 

the Gospel of John with her about twice a month. Please include Nao in your prayers, that these inter-

actions will ultimately lead to her becoming a follower of Christ. 

 

Also, we wanted to mention some good news we received from Kojima. While we lived there Sara did 

a study with several other moms each week using material from LST (Let’s Start Talking). One of the 

ladies who attended that meeting was named Rumi, and just this last week we received word that 

she put on Christ in baptism! We were so thrilled to hear that as you might imagine, and are thankful 

for the work the Rogers continue to do in Kojima. This also highlights how work often goes in Japan. 

Sara studied with Rumi four years ago now, and Rumi had been studying before that. Some people 

study the Bible for decades before becoming Christians. But we believe every soul is precious to God, 

whether it takes 4 days or 4 years, and we are thankful to have a small part in leading people to Him. 

As Paul wrote, one plants, one waters, but God gives the increase! Praise God for his increase! And 

thank you for your support of us and all the work that is being done here in Japan. 

 

As one final note, we will be visiting the U.S. for three weeks from 

July 22 to August 12. This will be our first return to American soil in 

3 years. We will be visiting Sara’s family in New Hampshire, and 

Leslie’s parents along with his grandfather and great Aunt will 

also fly up to see us during that time. Unfortunately the trip is too 

short to be able to visit other places this time. We had thought 

about staying longer, but we are weary of staying away too 

long as we have the ball rolling on some important works here 

and do not want to lose that momentum. We request your 

prayers for safe and peaceful travels (traveling with a 6 year 

old, 4 year old and 6 month old is daunting to say the least) as 

well as your prayers that upon our return the work will continue 

to be blessed and that we will use the encouragement from our 

time in the States to work all the more here in Japan. 

Don’t forget! Here are some other 
ways you can keep up with our fam-
ily as we work here in Japan… 

 
Youtube: 

www.youtube.com/user/taylorsgotojapan 

 

Blog: 

taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.com 
 

Facebook Page: 

www.facebook.com/taylorsgotojapan 

We pray God’s light will shine through our family as we 
continue our work in Japan! 
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