
   At our first church business 

meeting of 2016, Bro. Leslie 
Taylor announced to the congre-

gation that after his five year 
commitment for mission work 

was completed, he and his family 
were planning to return to the 

U.S. The Taylors have been good 

friends with Nao Kaneto and her 
family ever since their time in 

Kurashiki, Japan several years 
ago. The Kaneto family had 

moved to Kashiwa city, much 
closer to Matsudo, soon after the 

Taylors moved here in 2012.  
When Nao heard about their 

plans to return to the States, it 
got her to thinking much more 

seriously about becoming a 
Christian, since they had been 

talking together for some time.   

    It was a joy for me and our 
church members to hear reports 

from Leslie that Nao was nearing 
her decision to become a Chris-

tian soon after he had made his 

announcement. Nao had also 
started coming to church to 

get to know the church mem-
bers better and actually letting 

them know her intentions.  
She decided she wanted to be 

baptized into Christ on March 
12, 2016.  So preparations 

were made with Leslie immers-
ing her into Jesus upon her 

confession of faith.  She was 
presented with a Bible as a 

present from the congregation 
and encouraged to remain 

faithful to the Lord in her 

Christian life.  

     It is a great joy for us at 

Matsudo to have Nao and her 2 
children (close in age to the 

Taylors children) coming regu-
larly to worship.  She is partici-

pating fully in our church func-
tions and fellowship and seems 

to be growing in her faith from 

week to week. We praise the 
Lord for the addition of this new 

sister to our congregation and 
ask you all to pray for her and 

her family, as well as our 

Matsudo congregation. 
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  Bro 

Tadayoshi 
Aikawa 

came to 
my home 

just to 
hang out and share a meal or 

two.  It allowed us to talk a lot 

about life and what will be hap-
pening in the near future.  Taday-

oshi was instrumental in helping 
me come to Matsudo in 2007 

and has proved to be a true friend 
to both me and the Taylors in so 

many ways. His translation skills 
have been helpful and I’m grate-

ful for his advice in many situa-

tions as I plan for the future.  

   Bro. 

Mel 
Shaw 

from 
Aomori 

came 

for 
worship and fellowship to the 

Matsudo church. We have sub-
sequently kept in touch through 

Skype which is of mutual bene-

fit to us both. 

    Bro. Masa Nonogaki came to 

my home for a meal and a visit 
since I’ve not been able to go 

to Yokota for awhile with their 

membership down on 

Wednesday nights. It was very 
encouraging to me to have 

him visit.  

    With the use of Skype, I’ve 
also renewed a closer rela-

tionship with the Hasbroucks 

in Hokkaido and even with 
some of their family.– very 

uplifting to me. Please pray 
that these relationships can 

continue. 
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  While Leslie Taylor is currently in-

volved with presenting lectures in Japa-
nese for the Golden Koza series on the 

“Resurrection of Christ,” I’ve been 
preaching 3 times a month in April and 

May, and will continue in June with 
sermons from 1 Corinthians to empha-

size unity and maturity in the church.  
Bro. Taylor has put a great deal of ef-

fort into making these lessons as pow-
erful and effective as possible and they 

are being recorded on DVD’s so they 
can be used in the future. This is one 

of several series presented by various 
preachers in Japanese for the Japan 

School of Evangelism (JSE).  So not 
only are our Matsudo church members 

profiting from the study, many others 

are as well.  In the meantime, I can 

focus on lessons to help keep 

our congregation growing 
spiritually with Corinthian 

studies.  

   At Yokota church, even 
though our numbers were 

down, Bro. Masa Nonogaki 

started a study in Romans 
with one family - Salome 

Spotts and her son Micah. 
She requested a Bible class 

for him, so I agreed to teach 
30 min. before Masa’s class 

with a Bible study for Micah, 

in which Salome also sits in. It 
gave her son some basic Bible 

knowledge, hopefully in an 
interesting way, but also al-

lowed me to find out about 
Salome too.  She had not 

been baptized into Christ yet, 
but had been studying with 

Masa.  The Romans classes 
were also helpful as we were 

able to talk about faith and 

baptism.  The day after 
Masa’s class on Rom.6, I 

heard the great news from 
Masa that Salome had been 

baptized into Christ!  How 
wonderful for her and their 

family.   

    Unfortunately, right after 
that she had to be gone for 

awhile for training , I think in 
the military, so that class has 

been suspended for awhile.  
We’re continuing to pray she 

will grow in her new faith. 

    At Matsudo church, we are 
continuing to have Bible dis-

cussions on the 1st and 4th 
Sundays of the month in con-

nection with the sermons of 
that day.  It is helping the 

members to express their 
feelings and thoughts more, 

trying to “bring the sermon 
home,” so to speak so they 

can apply its principles to their 
daily lives. Please pray for 

those efforts as well. 

students and Bro. Nao Fuku-

shima announced that 2 stu-
dents had decided to start 

studies from April in what is 
called the  e-course 

(equipping course), taken 
from Ephesians 4:12 about 

“equipping the saints for the 

work of ministry.” Sis. Hikari 
Kotoku from the Urizura 

Church of Christ and Bro. 
Yamazaki from the Otsuki 

Church of Christ are now be-
ing taught at JSE in a 2 year 

program of study.  Although 

     We were beginning to wonder if 

there would be any students for 
this school year 2016 at JSE.  

Many had been praying for new 

I’m not teaching them this year, 

I hope to teach them “The Pris-

on Epistles” next year. 

   Bro. Yamazaki hopes to gain 

knowledge to help the Otsuki 
congregation which has an 
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     Another Bible study de-
veloped interestingly over a 

contact with Bro. Mel Shaw 
and his friend, Bro. Brian 

Mitchell of Aomori prefec-
ture.  They have been meet-

ing to study the Bible every 
week and decided to try to 

add me to their small 
group.  So on Monday 

mornings, I’ve been tuning 
in with Skype and we’re 

discussing the book of Mat-
thew.  It is mutually encour-

aging, we get to share our 
faith, and we also pray to-

gether, over the internet.  
I’m hoping that as their 

faith grows, they will be 
encouraged to start a con-

gregation in Aomori too. 

Please keep them in prayer. 

    On a personal note, I’ve 

been reading through the 
Bible regularly and this 

month should be complet-
ing the Old Testament. If 

you are not already doing 
so, a regular Bible reading 

plan can help you stay fo-

cused on spiritual growth.  
My son has reported recent-

ly that he is reading through 
the Scriptures and is finding 

it very uplifting. In this age 
of so much spiritual igno-

rance of the Bible, it is vital 
that we keep connected to 

God’s Word daily to give us 
strength to battle against 

sin and to give us a mes-
sage to share with the 

world. May God bless us all. 

aging membership and to 
pass that knowledge on 

to the next generation. 

    Sis. Kotoku looks for-
ward to improving her 

knowledge for teaching 
Bible classes and helping 

the Urizura congregation 
which has ministered for 

years at Nazare-en Old 

Folks Home. 

    Please pray for our new 

students and their teach-
ers as they begin their 

studies. 
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    During Debbie’s cancer illness 

and frequent trips to the hospital, 
we would meet Bro. Nakahara, 

who happened to also have lym-
phoma cancer, at the hospital. 

His wife would bring him and we 
had a chance to see them there 

from time to time.  I also visited in 
their home several times when he 

was no longer able to attend reg-

ular worship services.   

   On May 2nd, I received a 

call from his wife (who is not a 
Christian) that Bro. Nakahara 

had passed away and that she 
wanted me to conduct his 

funeral the next day. I had 

discussed the matter with him 
while he was living and had 

agreed to do it, though I didn’t 
know it would be so sudden 

and I had never preached a 
Japanese funeral before.  

Asking advice from Bro. Nao 
Fukushima and thinking about 

Debbie’s funeral some 
months before, I quickly pre-

pared a eulogy with a program 

of 2 songs and 2 Scriptures to 

present the next 2 days. I 
prayed a lot that my message 

would be received well and that 
it would focus on the Christian 

life of Bro. Nakahara among all 
the non-Christian influences 

that were at the funeral - quite 

a challenge for me. I had not 
done a funeral for over 35 yrs 

(The All-Japan Preacher’s Meeting) 

this year will be in Nagano on June 7-
9.  I was not able to attend last year, 

so I’m looking forward to it this year. 

4. LST Teams in Japan:  Although 
Matsudo will not be having a team 

come, several Let’s Start Talking 

teams, many from Christian Colleges, 
will be coming soon to teach Bible 

and English in several churches 
around Japan.  Please keep them in 

prayer for safe travels and effective 

teaching.  

5. Ochanomizu Ladies Bible Class:  

I’m continuing each month to teach 
from the book of Acts to a group of 

ladies at the Ochanomizu building. It 

 1.  Birthday:  I celebrated my 66th 

birthday on March 29th with the 
Taylor family making me a cake 

and giving me a special steak 
meal.  Enjoyed the evening at their 

home. 

 2.  Shunki Gohdoh Reihai:  On 

April 29th, I drove to Ibaraki Chris-
tian College for their annual Goh-

doh Reihai (Spring Joint Worship 
service). Bro. Makoto Tateno, 

preacher for the Omika Church of 
Christ spoke bilingually about 

“Salvation, Joy, and Praise.”. It was 
a great time to renew relationships 

and to be spiritually encouraged. 

  3. Zenkoku Dendosha Keshukai:  

is hoped that the seed plant-

ed may one day bear fruit in 

the hearts of some there. 

6.  Monte Cox Visit:  Dr. Mon-

te Cox, dean of the College of 
Bible and Ministry at Harding 

University rode with us to 

Nakada Preacher’s Mtg in 
Shizuoka and encouraged us 

all to continue as vessels in 

the Lord’s service. 

7.  Kyushu (Kumamoto) and 

Ecuador Earthquakes:  This 
is the southernmost island 

(besides Okinawa) and there 
was more property damage 

than loss of life. In Tokyo, 

Tachikawa congregations 

where they had an oppor-
tunity to worship with those 

churches as well as discuss 
many details about the 

work in Japan with Bro. 
Aikawa, Bro. Nonogaki, and 

Bro. Fukushima.  Mark said 

that the trip this time was 
very beneficial and helped 

clarify many things they had    Bro. Mark Franklin and his wife, 
Linda, made a trip to Japan in 

April to help them decide on their 
future plans.  Mark had come 

previously on his own to visit Shi-
zuoka and Matsudo, but this time 

with his wife, he hoped to find out 
her thoughts and feelings about 

making a move to Japan. He fo-
cused this time on Yokota and 

been thinking about for a 

long time. 

  While here, the Franklins 

were able to listen to the 1st 
of Leslie Taylor’s JSE lec-

tures and attend a Japanese 
Preacher’s meeting at 

Tachikawa church building. I 
also had the privilege of 

spending some time with 
Mark and Linda at both plac-

es and to discuss their plans, 
as well as our future needs 

at the Matsudo church.  
Mark gave a presentation in 

Japanese about his back-
ground to all the Tokyo and 

Shizuoka area preachers 
which was very well received.  

(one in English a long time 

ago in the U.S.) 

   Even so, the Lord provided 

all that was needed, all our 
church members were con-

tacted and 13 from our con-
gregation came over the 2 

days.  The family was 
pleased with the eulogy, and 

some heard about the hope 
of the resurrection for the 

first time in their lives. So 
even though it was a great 

challenge, I was very glad to 
have been able to serve in 

that capacity and touch the 
lives of the Nakahara family 

and his friends as well. 

however, many won-
der if this signals a big 

quake coming to our 
area.  Please pray for 

those who have suf-

fered recently. 

8. Using Skype:  Great 

tool for teaching and 
keeping in touch - not 

hard, so try it if you 

haven't yet!  

  We thank the Lord 

for His rich blessings 
and pray His contin-

ued guidance as we 

work for His Kingdom. 

He and Linda hope to be fulltime 
missionaries when he retires this 

summer.  So he is now in that 
process of working toward the 

goal of transitioning his family 
from the States to Japan.  Please 

keep them in your prayers as 
they make this move and that 

God will give them wisdom in 
finding the best way they can 



Bro. Makoto Tateno was featured 

speaker at 2016 Gohdoh Reihai 

at Ibaraki Christian College 

Sis. Nahoko Story and her husband 

Kyle worshipped with us as she was 

visiting family in Matsudo 

Bro. Monte Cox encouraged preachers at 

a Japanese Preachers Mtg at Nakada 

Church of Christ in Shizuoka 

Faithful Christian, Bro. Susumu Furuya 

of Uenohara Church of Christ passed 

away in March - he was 79 yrs. old 

Prayer Requests 

 For faith and wisdom as we 

seek new personnel  to work in 

ministry at the Matsudo church. 

 Continued recovery for Bro. 

Tamura and Bro. Kakusho, who 
have been ill. 

 For the Taylor family’s work with 

local families and for wisdom as they plan to 

transition to the States next summer. 

 For God’s guidance as Yokota seeks a new 

minister for the English-speaking brethren. 

 Thanks to God for helping the Matsudo mem-

bers to grow spiritually and prayers that they 

will continue to grow in faith and love. 

 For Steve in his transition as He seeks the 

Lord’s will for his future. 

 For God’s guidance as plans are made for the 

upcoming quarter of work at both Matsudo 

and Yokota churches. 

 For continuing relief efforts for earthquake 

care, and support in Eastern Japan and also 

in Southern Japan.  
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Steve’s e-mail: 

fujikid76@yahoo.com 

Final Thoughts…. 
1.  I’m so thankful that the Lord knows 

how to sustain us in all our trials and trou-
bles.  Some days are challenging, but the 

needed strength and motivations keep 
coming as long as we remain faithful and 

seek His will in all things. Recently I fin-
ished Habakkuk. His prayer in chapter 3 

was especially encouraging. At the end, 

he describes when nothing seems availa-
ble, but he says, “yet I will rejoice in the 

Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior.” 
Currently, there are many situations which  

we may not know about (family, work, 
church, country, society), but the best 

advice is to trust the Lord and remain 
joyful in Him! He always provides! 

2.  As I adjust to my new way of life, every 
day brings both adventures and trials. 

None of us knows how the future may go 
for us.  I’m seeing changes in my family, 

deaths and losses of my friends, great 
things and unbelievable things in society 

all around.  Now more than ever, we need 
brave men and women (and children too) 

to stand up for truth and right and take 
action to make the place around us better 

than it was before.  We are salt and light 

(Mt.5:13-16), so let us flavor the world 
around us with a Christian taste and shine 

brightly so all can see the light of Christ 
living in us! 

 

In His service, 
Steve Carrell 
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MATSUDO CHURCH OF CHRIST 

“He has showed you, O man, what is 
good. And what does the Lord re-
quire of you? To act justly and to 
love mercy and to walk humbly with 
your God”                                             
                Micah 6:8 

Shining the Light of the  
Gospel in Japan 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light 

for my path.”  (Psalms 119:105)  
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