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Continuing The Work 

皆さん、こんにちは！ Hello everyone! We hope life is going well for you and that this newsletter finds you 
blessed. We hope you’ll enjoy reading about what we’ve been up to for the last few months. 

Email: taylorsgotojapan@gmail.com        Website: http://foreignersathome.com       Phone: (336) 838-5695  

While the school year in the U.S. begins towards the end of 
the summer, for Japanese children the school year begins in 
April.  This April, Madeleine was able to begin her year in 
youchien. Youchien (pronounced yo-chi-en) is basically like 
kindergarten in the U.S. Cambria also went to a youchien, but 
Madeleine’s is very different. Firstly, it’s a Christian youchien, 
so Madeleine learns Bible verses in Japanese and also learns 
to pray in Japanese at lunch. Secondly, it’s much more struc-
tured than Cambria’s was, which we think is good for Made-
leine. She’s having a great time so far, and we are excited to 
watch her grow and make new friends! 

 
We mentioned in our last newsletter that our friend Nao was bap-
tized, but of course the Christian walk doesn’t stop at baptism!  Our 
job is not just to convert people, but to “make disciples.” So since 
her baptism, we have been trying to encourage Nao in her new 
walk with God. Especially here in Japan, being a new Christian can 
be a challenge, and even more so as a busy young mother. Over our 
remaining time here our goal is to help Nao grow into a mature 
Christian who can help and serve others. Please pray for her espe-
cially and also for us as we continue this journey with her. Sara and Nao, after her baptism 

Madeleine with her new teacher 

April 

 
As we enter our final year in Japan, we are keenly aware of the 
diminishing opportunity to sow spiritual seeds here. One person 
we think about often with this is a very close friend named Ikko. 
Ikko has helped us out so many times and in so many ways. She 
has spent a good bit of time with Sara, her mother is a Christian of 
some stripe, and her daughter goes to the same Christian school 
as Madeleine, so she has had exposure. She has even come to 
worship with us several times. But, she doesn’t show a real inter-
est in actually becoming a Christian. We ask for your prayers for 
her and for us over the coming year. Our joy would truly be full if 
Ikko was not just our friend, but our sister! 

Ikko playing with Boston at our 
local  playground 



With May comes sunlight and growing plants, which also 
means the need to cut the grass and generally maintain the 
yard at the church building. This is one  of Leslie’s responsibili-
ties, and while the yard is small compared to those in the US 
(most houses don’t even have yards), it can still be quite a 
challenge. Gas mowers aren’t widely available here, and the 
lawn is rather cramped, so Leslie uses a small reel mower. It’s 
a great workout! During rainy season (going on now) the lawn 
needs mowing at least every other week. Hopefully if the out-
side of the building is well kept, people will be more inter-
ested in what goes on inside the building! 
 

Also in May, we celebrated Leslie’s 33rd birthday. We celebrated by going down to Bubba Gump Shrimp 
in Tokyo, which is about the closest you’ll find to a southern seafood restaurant in Japan. It’s a very 
American style restaurant and gives the whole family a nice vibe of being home, if only for a couple of 
hours. 
 
Throughout the last months, as we mention in most newsletters, we have continued our monthly parent-
ing group. We are hoping to invite some people from Madeleine’s youchien in the future as those rela-
tionships grow. In fact we hope to use those relationships to invite people to various church related ac-
tivities as well. Our prayer is that these events, small though they may be, will expose them to the Chris-
tian worldview and hopefully get them thinking in a way they might not have before, to the glory of God! 
 
Over the last several months, Leslie has added another item to his weekly schedule - he has been meet-
ing on Saturday afternoon at a local coffee shop with the son of one of our members. His name is Tada-
hisa, and he wanted to meet with Leslie in order to practice English. He’s maybe 8-10 years older than 
Leslie, but single and lives with (and helps) his mother. His mother, Izawa-san, is hard of hearing and has 
trouble walking among other things, so his help to her is a great a blessing. Tadahisa and Leslie have sev-
eral similar interests though, for example photography, 
and so it’s easy to have good English discussions. One 
thing that has really surprised Leslie during these discus-
sions however has been Tadahisa’s interest in spiritual 
topics. On many occasions they have discussed things like 
Jesus’ resurrection, the existence of God, and other top-
ics that are spiritual in nature, and most of these have 
been brought up not by Leslie but by Tadahisa himself. 
Like many Japanese, Tadahisa has not had a lot of expo-
sure to Christianity, and is busy with work and other per-
sonal interests, so Leslie is very thankful for the opportu-
nity to have this discussion time. Please pray that the 
seeds being planted will bear fruit! Tadahisa is clearly 
thinking about deeper things, and with a Christian mother, 
this small door may be enough to open his heart to God. 
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Mowing the front lawn at the church building 

The girls take a silly picture in front of the Bubba Gump Shrimp  
in Tokyo 

May 
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Early in June, Leslie and Steve attended the 
yearly summer all-Japan preacher’s retreat. This 
is a great event that brings Japanese ministers 
and missionaries together from all over Japan 
and gives them an opportunity to worship to-
gether, encourage each other, and talk about 
the work they are involved in. This year, as last 
year, the retreat was held at the Shinshu Bible 
Camp in Nagano Prefecture. It’s a beautiful little 
camp out in the woods, and is perfect for a re-
treat like this. Leslie and Steve picked up Nao 
Fukushima  (the  minister  at  the  Tachikawa 
church of Christ) and rode together to the re-
treat. Everyone had a great and uplifting time. 
It’s always a joy to spend time with brothers who love Jesus and want to serve the kingdom here in 
Japan! 
 
Also in June, Leslie finished probably the largest project he has done during our time in Japan - he 
finished his third and final lecture on the resurrection of Jesus. Preparation for these lectures has 
kept Leslie very busy over the last several months, although it actually began in January. These were 
academic lectures for the Japan School of Evangelism, and so involved a lot of technical language 
and material that can be difficult to present  even in English!  In the first two classes the lectures cov-
ered the historical evidence for the resurrection of Jesus, while the final lecture covered the nature 
and meaning of Jesus’ resurrection.  Especially doing these in Japanese was a big challenge. Thank-
fully, Leslie did not have to do it totally alone. Tad Aikawa, a bilingual minister from the Ochanomizu 
church of Christ, helped review the outlines with Leslie once he finished them, sitting together for 
hours to help make sure the information was properly communicated. Fellow missionary Stephen 

Carrell also helped by preaching an extra time 
each month so Leslie would have more time to 
focus in study. It was a relief to finish the lectures, 
but Leslie is very thankful for the opportunity to 
give them. Especially considering the nature of 
the topic, there was good turnout to the classes 
themselves. However, the lectures were also re-
corded on video, and will be available to order 
across Japan for years to come. Please pray that it 
will be a blessing to everyone who listens, and 
that most of all it will be able to help draw people 
in Japan to Christ as they realize the historical re-
ality and deep spiritual meaning of the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ. 

June 

Leslie’s view during the lectures (taken during a break, of course!) 

Inside the chapel of the Bible camp, where various lectures are given 
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Thank you so much for taking the time to read our news-
letter. We thank you so much for your support and prayers, 
and hope you are growing closer to the Lord each day.  
 
Please continue to pray for us, and may God richly bless 
you in every way! 
 
                 in Christ, 

The Taylor Family (Leslie, Sara, Cambria, Madeleine, Boston) 
c/o Wilkesboro Church of Christ   P.O. Box 81  Wilkesboro, NC 28697 

Final Notes 
 

We mentioned in our last newsletter that we have decided to move back to the U.S. next 
year, after our five year commitment is complete. Obviously that move will be a big event 
for us, especially as a young family, and so our preparations for that move will be begin-
ning soon. With that in mind, we have attached an extra page to this newsletter that we 
hope you will read and prayerfully consider. We thank you for all of your support that has 
allowed us to live and work here, and request your prayers as we begin to prepare for this 
next big step. 
 
As we close out, we’d like to share a few other small events that have gone on in the last 
few months. Late last month in June, Boston got his first haircut! Summers in Japan are both 
humid and hot, so we thought it would feel much better for him. Typically kids don’t like 
getting haircuts, and while Boston did cry a little bit, he actually did really well. We were 
able to visit a special barber shop for kids, which offers a great environment for a baby’s 
first haircut.  
 
Cambria has been going to swimming lessons once a week and is getting a lot better. She 
really loves it, in fact! We’re thankful to live in a city where these swimming lessons are 
readily available as that is a useful ability to have in life. 
 
Finally, since the beginning of the year, we’ve started 
reading through the Bible every morning before the day 
really gets started. Currently we are working our way 
through Proverbs. This has been a blessing to our family 
and to the girls, who are beginning to use abstract 
thought. It has produced a lot of important discussions. 
Please pray for our family as we continue to grow and try 
to walk as a family in Lord! May our family shine his light 
and love to everyone around us both here in Japan and 
beyond! 

Don’t forget! Here are some other 
ways you can keep up with our fam-
ily as we work here in Japan… 

 
Youtube: 

Youtube Channel 
 

Blog: 
www.foreignersathome.com 

 

Facebook Page: 
www.facebook.com/taylorsgotojapan 

Sara taking the first cut of Boston’s hair 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZ1N-n12Zwc_QT9d_Uy7OFw
http://foreignersathome.com
http://www.facebook.com/taylorsgotojapan
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In August of 2017 our family will have completed our five year commitment of mission work in Japan, and at that 
time we are planning to return to America (currently we plan to move to New Hampshire where Sara’s family 
lives). Having moved to and back from Japan once before, we know very well how expensive this process can be. 
The last time we did this, we ended up having to go into serious debt to be able to make the move back to the U.S.  
We were still paying off that debt when we moved to Matsudo. As Proverbs 22:7 says, the borrower is a slave of 
the lender, and we would like to avoid that slavery as much as is possible this time around. When we move back, 
we are restarting our life in a very real way. We have almost nothing back in America, and we won’t be able to ship 
back the large majority of what we have here in Japan. Facing such a change as debt free as possible would be a 
huge blessing.  
 
But the simple fact is, we can’t do that without the help of those who have supported us in being here. And so we 
are coming to you all now, humbly asking for your support in helping us return home from the mission field.  
 
We have been helped so many times during our years here in Japan. From moving here to language study, our 
brothers and sisters have continually cared for our financial needs. We are incredibly grateful for and humbled by 
that reality. We don’t take any of it for granted. We know you don’t have to give. But we pray that as we return we 
will again experience that spirit of generosity that will allow us to restart our lives in a financially responsible way. 
 
That said, we don’t think it would be right to put the whole cost on others. For that reason, we are dedicating 
$1500 of our income to moving back. However, we will still need a lot more for our return expenses. Below is a 
budget detailing the total cost for return expenses for our whole family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Put simply, the amount that we are trying to raise from others is $15,000. That’s a lot, but as you can see it’s impor-
tant and will make our return possible. We will be updating how much we’ve raised in coming newsletters, so you 
can know how far along we are. 
 
If you would like to contribute to this return fund, here’s how you can do so. Simply send a check made out to the 
Wilkesboro church of Christ with a memo saying “for the Taylor Family Return Fund.” The address is: 
 

Wilkesboro Church of Christ    
P.O. Box 81  Wilkesboro, NC 28697 

 
Thank you so much for taking the time to read this special request. Again, we make this with great gratitude and 
humility. We appreciate all of your support to this point, and hope we can see many of you face to face when we 
return home.  
 
                          Grace & Peace in Christ,  
 
                                            The Taylor Family (Leslie, Sara, Cambria, Madeleine, Boston) 

Special Request From The Taylor Family 


