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皆さん、こんにちは！ Hello everyone! Thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter covering the last 
few months. We hope you’ll enjoy reading what we’ve been up to recently. 
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July was a very busy month for a lot of reasons. As we men-
tioned at the end of our last newsletter, at the end of July we 
began our trip to the US.  We’ll talk more about the trip on 
the next page but as you might imagine with a family of 5 
that takes a lot of preparation! One bit of business we had to 
take care of before our trip was to renew our visas as well as 
getting Cambria’s new passport. This is a very time consum-
ing process, especially because we all have to go together to 
the immigration office in Tokyo. And often there is more pa-
perwork to be done than you realize. Thankfully the paper 
work is finished, at least for a while! 

 

During this last quarter there have been several ministries we’ve 
continued with. Among those is the Saturday morning English bible 
class which Leslie teaches. We’re finishing up the gospel of John 
and now studying the evidence for Jesus’ resurrection. Mrs. Ta-
mura (on the left in the picture) tends to alternate between inter-
est and disinterest in Christianity. Please pray that this study on the 
resurrection will help open her eyes to God’s truth. Please also pray 
that the class will encourage the Christians who attend. Especially 
as few as they are in Japan, our ministry to believers is important. Watching the video section of a class 

At least they have a kids area at the immigration office! 

July 

 

We’ve also asked you to be in prayer for our friend Nao and the 
study we have been doing with her. This study is continuing on, 
usually with one or two studies each month. As we mentioned 
previously we’re studying the gospel of John. Although the style 
is a little different, it is similar to the Saturday morning class in 
that we watch a section of “the Gospel of John” movie to help 
visualize the gospel - something especially useful to those who 
know little about the Bible. The movie follows the gospel word for 
word, and the Japanese version uses a standard Japanese transla-
tion. Please continue to pray for Nao and that our time together 
will lead her to follow Jesus! 

After we study with Nao, we always have dinner with 
her and her children 



August was a month of both highs and lows. At the very end 
of July we visited the United States for the first time in 3 
years. We stayed for three weeks with Sara’s family in New 
Hampshire, however Leslie’s family also made the trip up to 
visit for several days.  
 
As you might imagine it was a huge blessing to be able to take 
this trip. After three years in Japan, it was such a wonderful 
feeling to be home again even if just for a few weeks. To be 
able to see family and friends and enjoy some of the sights, 
smells, and taste of home is truly a refreshing experience.  
 

Obviously the highlight of the trip was to be with our families face to face. Especially for the grandpar-
ents to be able to hug and play with their grandchildren was a great blessing. Cambria and Madeleine es-
pecially loved playing in the grass in Sara’s parents’ backyard, both of which are rare commodities in Ja-
pan! 
 
Another highlight of our trip however was being able to worship with English speaking Christian brothers 
and sisters. To be able to fully interact without any barriers at all, whether it be singing, praying, sermons 
or Bible studies, it’s a feeling that’s hard to appreciate until you haven’t been able to for a long time. 
There really is something different about doing it in your own language, so on a spiritual level that was a 
real blessing. In fact, during their time in the US, Leslie had the opportunity to speak at the Lakes Region 
church of Christ, where Sara’s parents attend.  He used the Japanese language to teach about the Bible, 
and many visitors came on our behalf. If you’re one of those visitors, we really appreciate it! 
 
Unfortunately, during the end of our trip to the US we got some bad news: our dear sister and co-
worker, Debbie Carrell, passed away early in the morning on August 12 in Japan. As many of you know, 
Debbie had been suffering from lymphoma for quite some time, even before we came to Matsudo. It had 
been a back and forth struggle but after some strong treatments that were attempted over the winter, it 
became clear that, barring God’s personal intervention, 
she would not be with us much longer. Thankfully, we 
were able to see her again in the hospital before we left 
for the US, and arrived back in Japan less than 48 hours 
after her passing.  
 
Debbie’s body was cremated and a cremation service was 
held here in Matsudo, and then a few days later the actual 
funeral service was held at the Tachikawa church of 
Christ. We will miss Debbie very dearly - she was a great 
Christian woman who set a wonderful example of service 
and faithfulness in the Lord. Please remember Steve in 
your prayers as he continues to adjust to the loss and 
makes plans for his future. 

Email: taylorsgotojapan@gmail.com        Website: http://taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.com       Phone: (336) 838-5695  Email: taylorsgotojapan@gmail.com        Website: http://taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.com       Phone: (336) 838-5695  

The trip was a great chance for a multi-family photo 

Steve talks about the wonderful Christian life of Debbie at her 
funeral 

August 
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In September, Steve took a brief three week trip 
to America in order to bury part of Debbie’s 
ashes in the US, as well as to visit some family 
and just take a break from all he has been deal-
ing with over the last few months, and really 
years, as he cared faithfully for Debbie. 
 
With Steve gone, this meant Leslie had to pick 
up some extra responsibilities, especially in re-
gards to Sunday worship. During the three 
weeks of Steve’s absence, Leslie preached every 
Sunday. In one sense of course, this is a lot of 
work, but in another much greater sense, this 
was a real joy to be able to do.  It would have 
been hard to imagine when we moved here, with almost no Japanese ability, that Leslie might be able 
to preach in Japanese three Sundays in a row. But by God’s grace he was able to pick up that needed 
role during Steve’s absence.  He also helped prepare the church’s bulletin along with the help of Sister 
Nakama, as well as taught and translated (where necessary) the Saturday morning  Bible class. Of 
course, all of this would have been impossible were it not for the support of so many of you who 
helped us when we first came here and continue to support our work, so we thank you so much for 
that! 
 
Additionally during Steve’s absence, Leslie, along with help of brother Gamou, did a lot of cleanup 
around the church building. Typically, particularly during the warmer months, Leslie mows and does 
some other basic yard work at the building. However, the tools at the building are pretty minimal, so 
brother Gamou brought some more powerful tools in order to take care of the larger overgrowth. Liv-
ing in a tropical environment, you can imagine how much overgrowth there can be! It was nice to have 

brother Gamou help so much  to make the building 
grounds look more pleasant. Steve also helped us 
finish up after his return - every extra set of hands 
helps! 
 
Finally, in September we continued doing the par-
enting class that we have been involved in each 
month. Recently one of the mothers who attends 
regularly had a new child, the family’s third child 
but first daughter, so we’re glad to be able to en-
courage her during this time. Her name is Kumiko, 
and her daughter’s name is Aoi, so please keep 
them both in your prayers during this transition, 
and also pray that our influence might encourage 
her and her family to consider following Jesus. 

September 

Gamou san clearing some area on the side of the building. Things had grown 
into the neighbor’s yard. Notice how close the buildings are! 

With Steve gone, lots of time was spent like this at the church building preparing 
for the Sunday lesson 
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Thank you so much for taking the time to read our news-

letter. We pray as always that this newsletter finds you 

blessed and well, and thank you so much for your support.  

 

Please continue to pray for us, and may God bless you in 

every way! 

 

                 in Christ, 

The Taylor Family (Leslie, Sara, Cambria, Madeleine, Boston) 

c/o Wilkesboro Church of Christ   P.O. Box 81  Wilkesboro, NC 28697 

Final Notes 
 

As we head into the holiday season, we’ll be doing a lot of different activities, especially 

several aimed at the youth who live in our area. We would love to see some of these 

younger ones decide to follow Christ in their youth, but even if they do not, we know these 

seeds matter. So many who have become Christians later in life took that route because of 

seeds planted as children. One of the bedrock members of the Matsudo congregation, 

sister Sanpei, is just one example. We’ve already seen some benefits from the connections 

we’ve made with the kids in our area. One little girl, Luna, has come to worship many times 

over the last several months, sitting behind us and singing all the songs, and even spent 

some afternoons at our home playing with our children. Her own family life appears to be 

a bit shaky, so we’re thankful that we can encourage her and show Christian love. We ask 

that you pray for Luna and all of the kids we interact with here in Matsudo. We also covet 

your prayers for the activities we will be doing with them over the coming months. These 

are opportunities to start some roots early in their lives, and we would love to see those 

roots begin to form the foundation of a lifelong walk with God.  

 

We’d like to end with a list of some names for you to add to your prayers. If you could keep 

these people in your individual or congregational prayers, we would be grateful! 

 

Mrs. Nao - a lady we are studying the Bible with twice a month 

Mrs. Tamura - an older lady attending Sat. morning Bible study for several years 

Mrs. Ikko - A close friend who we are trying to start a study with soon 

Mrs. Kumiko - A friend who attends parent group and has a new daughter 

Mr. Yukusue - baptized at Matsudo a year ago, continuing to grow in faith 

Luna & other area kids - Often come to church events, please pray for planted seeds 

Steve Carrell - Our missions partner who recently lost his wife 

 

There are many others as well, but please keep these in your prayers especially. We also 

covet your prayers for the church activities we’ll be doing in the next several months. 

Please ask God to give us wisdom on how to best use the opportunities we have. 

Don’t forget! Here are some other 
ways you can keep up with our fam-
ily as we work here in Japan… 

 
Youtube: 

www.youtube.com/user/taylorsgotojapan 

 

Blog: 

taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.com 
 

Facebook Page: 

www.facebook.com/taylorsgotojapan 
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