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Dear brothers and sisters

The place where the congregation in Thun will meet in 2016 is still unclear. We will briefly 
update you on that. Currently, we observe an increasing number of refugees that arrive in 
Western Europe. How can we help these people? What resources do we have that we can 
offer to them? I could certainly set aside some time in my ministry which I have done some 
in the past years specifically to refugees from Eritrea. I could do more if opportunities arise 
and I know that some church members would help in that effort, too. 

Recent Refugee Wave as a New Opportunity for Outreach?
We have had “a first wave” of refugees in Western
Europe in past years. No one knew that “a new big
wave” was soon to approach until this past 
summer. In recent months the number of people 
who have been seeking refuge in Western Europe 
has multiplied. Switzerland has started preparing 
for the worst scenarios and the possibility that 
these will take place, are growing each day. Many 
people talk about refugees as a new threat for our 
prosperity. There are currently perhaps 100'000

Misgine (teacher from Eritrea) and Teklosien         people every month or two arriving in Western 
(fleeing on foot through the desert and by ship          Europe. They either take the dangerous way over
to Europe in 2006 or 2007                                   the Mediterranean Sea with rubber boats or they 
walk, often with small children, all the way into Europe from the Southeast (Turkey, Greece,
etc.).
        The big wave of refugees has not reached
Thun, but we are expecting that it will very soon.
Politically, it is a disaster what is happening in
Western Europe. From the standpoint of our faith
in Christ, disasters always can bring opportunities
for hope. God has helped us already through our
greatest crisis in our sin bringing salvation to each
one of us through sending his son to die on the
cross. The high point of this crisis was Jesus'
death. Our faith, however, rests on the power of
resurrection. Can God do something good out of    Elsa and Teklosien with their newborn baby Ufoita

this crisis in Europe? Certainly. It is just not clear   on some church event in past years

yet how he will use us. We are seeking God's guidance in this matter. 

Preaching on Outreach Opportunities with Refugees
In October when it was apparent that the big wave of refugees would not stop, I preached on
new future opportunities for outreach. The echo of the church was good, but still hesitant. I 
am aware that this still new ministry to refugees is a challenge that we as a small church are 
still wondering, what we can do at all. Please, pray that the suffering of many refugees will 



result in a great blessing that we can bring to these refugees through the same blessing with 
which we have been blessed in Christ. 

Meeting as House Church or in Elderly Home in 2016?
There are more basic questions that we have and one of them is where we will meet as a 
church in 2016. I spent much time on finding an assembly room, but the one place that 
looked promising was in the end too expensive. We are currently hesitant to rent any new 
assembly room because we have been loosing some of our support. That is not a tragedy. 
The elderly home has affirmed that we could continue to have our Sunday meetings in their 
building which will keep the cost low. Peter and Kornelia also would be willing to offer 
their home as an assembly place. Either option would work for the church of this size. There
may be new options that are coming up. We believe that the spiritual growth of the 
congregation is far more important than having a nice building. It does not mean that we 
will never have a permanent place, though that may not be something we will have very 
soon. 

Prayers
-The big wave of refugees as a new opportunity for outreach
-Our search for an assembly place for the future
-Additional financial support of $500 beginning with 2016 or earlier
-Teklosien and Elsa with Ufoita and Yann (also two of their children still in Eritrea)
-Lucia, 73, and Elfriede, 87, who are dealing with all kinds of health problems
-Rösli, 87, who attends the Sunday morning assembly as a regular visitor
-The eleven small children and babies of church couples
-Anna having her first baby – that through ongoing life she may seek God more deeply
-Young people from church members that do not attend church anymore: Anna, Mathias, 
  Benjamin, Rahel. 
-The visitors and the people that the church is in contact with
-Strengthening our confession of Christ in the world 

Any Funds can be sent to: 
Pickerington Church of Christ
ATTN: Barry Ward
9645 Stoudertown Rd
Pickerington, OH 43147

Grace and Peace,

Ivan + Lena 

Ivan + Lena Voser Ziegeleistrasse 34a 3612 Steffisburg, Switzerland. E-Mail:
voserivan@hotmail.com  or voserivan@gmail.com, Phone number: 0041 33 534 57 37. Cell
phone number: 076 722 50 96
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