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   Since my life was closely 
intertwined with Debbie’s in 
thousands of different ways, 
her death felt like a part of me 
was ripped away, leaving a 
void that I desperately wanted 
filled.  But the realization of 
her absence brought a flood of 
conflicting feelings - joy for 
Debbie that she’s no longer in 
any pain and safe in the arms 
of Jesus our blessed Lord, joy 
in remembering the 39 won-
derful years of marriage we 
shared with thousands of great 
memories with no regrets at 
all for our life together with 
Jesus as our guide.  It was 
worth it all to have struggled, 
suffered, fought together, and 
solved some tough problems, 
because Debbie and I are 
Christians and she has gained 
her final victory by relying on 
Jesus’ promises. 

    Now that Debbie is gone 

from this earth, changing my 
role from “caregiver” to be-
coming a widower, single 
again, full time housekeeper 
while still being a full time 
missionary, teacher and 
preacher has presented a 
whole new set of challenges. 
Most of 2015 was all hospital 
related with filling Debbie’s 
needs, counseling with doc-
tors and nurses, and keeping 
home routines going while 
continuing my mission work 
and reporting.  Even through-
out Debbie’s long treatment 
periods, we continued to daily 
discuss life, our children, our 
mission work, and our hopes 
and dreams on a wide range 
of topics.  With Debbie’s sup-
port emotionally, physically, 
mentally, and spiritually, every 
challenge seemed bearable 
and very hopeful as we “rode 
the roller coaster” together.  

   Having a cremation service, 
funeral service, burial in the 
States and burial in Japan, 
allowed me time to get away 
to spend time with family and 
friends, grieve over a period of 
time, and to think about what 
options may lie ahead for my 
life now. When people would 
ask me, “Steve, what will you 
do now?” I would just reply, 
“I’m still undecided about 
that.” No doubt I could con-
tinue on, but now I feel a 
need to pray and search my 
heart for my new motivations 
which can help me find what 
the Lord may want me to do 
from now on. 

  The factors involved in evalu-
ating my new situation directly 
involved the decisions of my 
family, co-workers, supporting 
churches, church members, as 
well as my own desires. Ques-
tions such as what plans do my 
children and/or grandchildren 
have. How does my new situa-

tion affect my relationship 
with my co-workers, the Tay-
lors and the Matsudo church 
and other churches where I 
currently minister?  Do my 
supporting churches or indi-
viduals want to continue 
support in view of my new 
status? Do I feel able to con-
tinue in my current job with-
out the support of my wife 
now?  These and many other 
questions immediately came 
to mind as I wrestled with 
finding a good reason to go 
on living in Japan and con-

tinuing my work as a full time 
missionary. In one sense, teach-
ing, preaching, serving, com-
municating, and caring for oth-
ers has not changed, but now 
without Debbie helping me, my 
goals, dreams, routines, and 
work in general must be com-
pletely re-evaluated. Other con-
siderations are my age - soon to 
be 66 yrs old, my health (so far 
fairly good without any major 
problems), and economic status 
(fairly stable financially).  My 
strongest desires now are to 
maintain strong ties with my 
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personal family and my church 
family, yet have work that both 
pleases the Lord and is personally 
fulfilling.  As I pray and wait on the 
Lord, I’ve been discussing these 
matters with the Taylors, sponsor, 
my church family, and close friends. 
While things are developing, some 
options are becoming more clear. 

http://www.matsudochurch.com 

Sermons in Japanese also 

日本語の説教も含んでいます 

http://jlnews.shutterfly.com/
http://jlnews.shutterfly.com/
http://www.matsudochurch.com


Page 2 Volume 9, Issue 4 

  Debbie had been hospitalized 
the day after Christmas, 2014 
and remained in the hospital 
until April 28, 2015.  With her 
help and using Skype, all the 
Christmas decorations which 
she normally took care of, I 
put away in storage.  Since it 
always seemed that Debbie 
enjoyed it so much, I never 
had been one for doing any of 
the decorating, cooking, and 
so on for Christmas.   

    Matsudo church however, 
had a tradition of coming 
over to our home after a les-
son on Jesus’ birth Christmas 
Eve.  Our house was usually 
well decorated with every 
detail carefully thought out 

and planned.  I didn’t want to 
disappoint their expectations, 
so what to do with Debbie not 
available to guide me.  Sudden-
ly I got an inspiration.  Two 
years before (2013) I had taken 
photos of every decoration Deb-
bie put up around the house, so 
I gathered all those pictures on 
my computer and decided to try 
to put everything up (lights, 
wreaths, a tree with tinsel and 
ornaments, wall hangings, hand
-made items, and many other 
things) just like Debbie might 
do, to make the house “feel” 
the same as if she had done it.  
Although I could not make the 
cookies, drinks, and other 
things which she did, I worked 

hard to make it as close as possi-
ble. Those who came over that 
evening thought that the decora-
tions and atmosphere at least 
were much like Christmas Eve’s 
of past years. Still, without Deb-
bie nothing quite felt the same 
and I know it never will again. It 
still seemed worth the effort to 
do all I could for this time. 

    Debbie and I also customarily 
would watch a whole series of 
Christmas movies during this 
season,  but even watching those 
was not like before, because we 
couldn’t share them with each 
other. Experiencing each event 
now in a new way is slowly help-
ing me to learn to view life from 

Several principles which 
Debbie had often quoted 
as well as lived out in her 
daily life came into play as 
I set about the task of do-
ing it all properly.  “A 
place for everything and 
everything in its place.”  
Also “plan your work, then 
work your plan,” and 
“little by little every day” 
helped me as I put each 
item in its box or sack, 
wrapped each fragile item  

     All the Christmas lights and 
decorations stayed up until after 
the new year began.  Around the  
4th or 5th of January, it seemed 
like a good time to take it all 
down.  However, this too was 
done in stages - taking down the 
lights all around, then the decora-
tions and putting them all on a 
table in the back room.  They 
stayed there for a few more weeks 
until I decided one day to put it 
all away in two storage bins.  

carefully with tissues, took batter-
ies out of electrical toys or orna-
ments, and put different lights in 
different sacks, etc. When every-
thing was finally in its proper 
box and all stored in larger box-
es, it was done!  In our home we 
found having calendars, tissues, 
and trash baskets in every place 
they would normally be used is 
very convenient. We like to keep 
stocked up, so we can always be 
prepared.  So other things to do 

Putting it all Away and Preparing for the New Year Ahead 

Working Through Feelings about Christmas 

included putting the regular wall 
hangings back up and going out to 
buy new calendars for 2016 along 
with toilet paper, tissues, and gro-
ceries.  It was beginning to feel like 
a big hurdle was finally over.  Just 
getting it all out of the way and 
stored finally “lifted my spirits” 
and made me think that another 
step was finished toward leaving 
the past behind and looking to the 
New Year ahead.  

      

a new perspective, to change 
from feeling bad about what is 
gone to looking at everything 
with a new and hope-filled per-
spective. It makes life more ex-
citing and reminds me more of 
the Lord’s presence and His 
promises to always be with me.  
After all, Philippians 2:4 tells us 
to look “not only to your own 
interests, but to the interests of 
others.”  I hope to live this life 
of service daily - perhaps that’s 
what my wife liked about the 
Christmas season all along.  
Honoring the memory of my 
wife is teaching me to “love my 
neighbor as myself” rather than 
to just be a “Scrooge” with no 
concern for helping anyone else 
around me. 
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    When Matt and Shi decided 
to remain in the U.S. instead of 
moving to Japan, my thoughts 
about wanting to be closer to 
my children and grandchildren 
started getting much stronger. 
To be able to have an impact on 
the lives of my family took on a 
significantly different turn as I 
thought more about making a 

move to the U.S. one day.  At 
the same time, I felt a respon-
sibility to Matsudo and Yoko-
ta congregations to try to 
provide strong support for 
their continued spiritual 
growth and support.  On 
January 10th at our regular 
Matsudo church business 
meeting, Leslie Taylor, read a 
letter he had prepared in 
Japanese confirming his in-
tention to leave Matsudo in 
the summer of 2017.  The 
Yokota church has also in-
formed me that they are in 
the process of trying to secure 
someone to come and work 

with them full time in the near 
future.  With these develop-
ments, I thought it would be a 
good time to inform Matsudo 
members of my desire to move 
closer to my family in the States 
which I expressed at that meet-
ing.  So for the next year and a 
half until the Taylors leave 
Matsudo, we plan to work hard 
together to prepare the congre-
gation both mentally and spirit-
ually for these changes, while 
we spend time looking for oth-
ers who might want to take our 
place for living and working in 
Matsudo.   

    I’m currently pursuing sever-

  3. Bro. Leslie Taylor will be the 
featured speaker in Japanese on a 
“Golden Koza” series for JSE on 
the Resurrection of Christ from 
April through June, 2016.  Please 
pray that he can present these 
three lessons in a powerful and 
dynamic way. 

4. Yokota Changes - Bro. Trey 
Mamula is scheduled to return to 
the States since his military time 
at Yokota has changed.  We will 

 1.  Matsudo Church homepage 
has over 120 sermons from Janu-
ary 2014-2016 in Japanese.  Links 
to acapella songs in both Japa-
nese and English are available at:  
http://www.matsudochurch.com  
Please listen/share with friends. 

 2.  I’m finishing up a long series 
on the book of Genesis at Yokota 
Church of Christ soon.  Bro. 
Nonogaki plans to continue the 
next class studying Romans. 

certainly miss him.  On 1/31 I 
had an opportunity to preach 
bilingually (English/Japanese) at 
Yokota.  It was an opportunity to 
see many I don’t see when I go 
only on Wednesday nights. The 
Matsudo brothers gave messages 
of encouragement that same day. 

5.  In our Saturday morning Eng-
lish Bible Class at Matsudo, Bro. 
Leslie Taylor is now teaching 
from the book of Proverbs.  We 

The New Year Begins with New Plans and Goals 

Church News and Notes 

ried Christians and seem to 
be carrying on those princi-
ples, as well as several Japa-
nese preachers whose lives I 
could impact.  Now I’m 
learning about caring for a 
sick spouse, losing a mate, 
widowers and widows, being 
a grand parent, and facing 
the challenges of old age.  
As new generations of work-
ers emerge and our personal 
world continues to change, 
it is so important to keep 
faithful  to the Word of 
God, teach His eternal val-
ues and principles, and to 
be ready to serve in whatev-

er function to which the Lord 
may call us.  We should always be 
ready to “bloom wherever we are 
planted,” and to remain active in 
His service until He comes again. 

    Having lived in Japan for over 
50 yeas of my life, another great 
interest of mine is trying to re-
search and preserve information 

   One area of interest and empha-
sis throughout my time in Japan 
has been in marriage and the fami-
ly.  Debbie and I always believed 
that if you build strong Christian 
families, you can have stronger 
churches and communities as well.  
So in Hokkaido, Tachikawa, and 
Matsudo, I’ve spoken many times 
about principles of marriage and 
raising children in both English 
and Japanese.  I was also able to 
teach Marriage Counseling as a 
course for teaching and training 
preachers at the Japan School of 
Evangelism (including a DVD of 
one series).  It has been a delight 
to see that my own children mar-

Moving Forward, I’m Weighing Several Options and Seeking God’s Guidance 
and records on the history of 
missionaries in Japan.  It may be 
a daunting task, but I’m hoping 
to go through my information 
over the years to find teaching 
tools, photos, books, tapes, or 
other things which can be made 
useful for those who may want 
to learn about Japan and to 
continue working to spread the 
gospel in this nation or other 
places where Japanese may live.  
It is my prayer that the message 
which God has entrusted to us 
can be successfully passed on to 
the next generation so more 
souls can be brought into the 
Lord’s kingdom. 

also recently had a new addi-
tion of Bro. & Sis. Umezawa 
joining that class. It has been 
a rich source of spiritual dis-
cussion which I pray will be 
beneficial to all.  

    Despite many trials of our 
members, their faith seems 
strong and people are grow-
ing spiritually.  Please contin-
ue to pray for the brethren. 

al options of people who might 
like to come to Japan.  I have 
also contacted my sponsor and 
some U.S. supporters who 
might help me find a place to 
work in the States.  As long as 
I’m able to do so, I would like 
to use my Japanese for any 
preaching, teaching, or train-
ing either in the U.S. or Japan, 
but to make my home in the 
States.  I also hope to search 
for new workers who might 
want to come to Japan as  full 
time, vocational, or part-time 
missionaries.  I hope to teach, 
train, and help prepare such 
people as workers for the Lord 
in Japan. 



Visiting with Bro.& Sis. Inoue and 

Sis. Ellen Uehara 

Our Matsudo Christmas fellowship 

meal was  an opportunity to build 

stronger relationships 

Enjoyed my visit with Bro. & Sis. Umezawa 

recently attending Matsudo church 

Spending a day with Bro Elmer Prout 

and some of his dear friends was a 

special joy for me 

Prayer Requests 

 For faith and wisdom as we seek 
new personnel  to work in min-
istry at the Matsudo church. 

 Continued recovery for Bro. 
Tamura, Bro. Kakusho, and Bro. Nakahara  
who have been ill. 

 For the Taylor family’s work with local fami-
lies and for wisdom as they plan to transition 
to the States next summer. 

 For God’s guidance as Yokota seeks a new 
minister for the English-speaking brethren. 

 Thanks to God for helping the Matsudo mem-
bers to grow spiritually and prayers that they 
will continue to grow in faith and love. 

 For Steve to find a good transition as He seeks 
the Lord’s will for his future. 

 For God’s guidance as plans are made for the 
upcoming quarter of work at both Matsudo 
and Yokota churches. 

 For continuing relief efforts for earthquake 
care, and support in Eastern Japan.  

Contact Information 

Steve Carrell 
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201 

Minami Hanashima 3-44-6 

Matsudo, Japan 271-0065 

 

Home phone: 047-368-7822 

(Japan country code 81) 

 

Steve’s e-mail: 

fujikid76@yahoo.com 

In the Meantime ... 
1. So now my goals are slowly changing 
to a new way of working with Japanese, yet 
remaining involved with evangelism, train-
ing, and encouragement. In this way I 
should be able to be closer to my children 
and grandchildren, being more a part of 
their lives.  Sharing all this information 
with key Japanese brethren and with our 
Matsudo church members, I’m feeling  
much better about life, my purposes, and 
goals, as I continue to pray and seek God’s 
will in all things.  We’re also working hard 
to find someone in the next year and a 
half, who can help the Matsudo congrega-
tion with their need for a new preacher. 

2.  Thank you all for your prayers and 
patience with me as I try to make these 
adjustments to my new way of life.  The 
Lord has given me strength for each day 
and as I build new relationships even with 
my dear wife being gone, I’m trying to 
view things from a new perspective and 
hope that the Lord will provide just what 
is needed for the days ahead. 

     Our country, the Lord’s church, and  
so many families are facing times of trial 
and testing.  May we continue to rely on 
the Lord for daily strength and wisdom as 
we face the future. 

 

In His service, 

Steve Carrell 

Click here for Japan 
Earthquake  Information 
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“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light 
for my path.”  (Psalms 119:105)  
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MATSUDO  CHURCH OF  C HRI ST  

“Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart and lean not on your own un-
derstanding; in all your ways 
acknowledge him and he will make 
your paths straight.”                                             
                Proverbs 3:5-6 

http://www.parkave.org/content/4575-japan-earthquake-information.html
http://www.parkave.org/content/4575-japan-earthquake-information.html
http://www.parkave.org/content/4575-japan-earthquake-information.html
http://jlnews.shutterfly.com/

