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The Japanese Lantern 

   Summer presents its own seasonal 

challenges to battle from heat, rain, 

typhoons, fires, floods, and earth-

quakes to spiritual battles against wor-

ry, depression, temptations, and strug-

gling to keep fit for the Lord. 

    A difficult political struggle for the 

future of our country wages on across 

our nation and the world as crisis after 

crisis arises and we are challenged to 

take action or ignore the choices be-

fore us. 

   Christians everywhere must decide 

what they will do to change the world 

around them when death, destruction, 

confusion, and fears attack the very 

foundations of our faith and hopes. It 

should drive us to pray more and act 

with God’s strength, love, and cour-

age as we trust Him to guide 

us and open new doors of  

opportunity. 

    When it was announced by 

the Taylors in January that 

they were leaving Japan next 

summer, I was asked about 

my plans too. At this point 

I’m planning to move to the 

States soon after the Taylors 

leave, probably early August, 

2017.  We are currently in the 

process of looking for new 

leaders for Matsudo church.    

   One of the first steps to-

ward making this major move 

was in trying to clean up 

books,  and get them orga-

nized to know what I have. 

Knowing where to find 

things saves a lot of time. 

My church friends were 

surprised to find my office 

at church finally cleaned up 

and somewhat usable. It 

has inspired others to help 

with our overall building 

and yard cleanup too.  

Many items had been ne-

glected or unused. It is my 

hope to get these back into 

circulation so I can be a 

better steward of the things 

the Lord has already given 

me to use. 

Getting Organized and Catalogued at Home and Work 

   In anticipations of my depar-

ture from Japan and trying to 

figure out new ways of dealing 

with the many friends and co-

workers I have throughout Ja-

pan, building strong networks 

seemed to be a very vital thing 

to do with all those we have 

known over the years. Also 

trying to make sure good re-

sources are available for the 

people is always a challenge. 

Many attempts have been made 

over the years to build some 

kind of homepage for self or 

for church, but they never 

seemed to get very far. Recently  

I asked about Wordpress to my 

coworkers who had rebuilt our 

Matsudo church pages and 

received good information on 

how to use it better.  So I 

took a domain name I have 

had for a long time, got a 

good web-hosting site and 

decided to try my hand at 

building pages I have long 

wanted to build.  I have a 

wide variety of interests, so 

I’m just getting started in 

building a few. Not quite 

“great” yet, but a good start. 

1.  Japan Interests - a site 

which will point people to 

links which should help in 

learning all you can about 

Japan (after all, I’ve lived here 

over 50 yrs., so it might be 

helpful to someone). 

2.  Bible and Science - my Dad 

spent most of his life fascinat-

ed by how true science and the 

Bible should complement each 

other. So this site shows his 

many works and links to oth-

ers. 

3. Yokota Church site - is to 

give a historical perspective to 

the long history of this military 

congregation.  

  In the future, I’ll be working 

on a site for my Dad’s Bible 

Correspondence Course 

(English first, then Japanese), 

and possibly other sites as well 

and other useful Bible material. 
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Other brethren had op-

portunity to present big 

changes taking place in 

their part of Japan as well. 

The preparation and antic-

ipation of workers coming 

to Japan was also present-

ed. Bro. John Phillis com-

ing to work for the sum-

mer and fall at the Yokota 

congregation, Bro. Dwight 

Albright planning to come 

for a summer special pro-

gram in the fall.  And Bro. 

Mark Franklin coming to 

work as a fulltime mis-

sionary in Japan toward 

the end of this year.   

   When all news reports 

had been made, even of 

efforts in far off parts of 

Japan, we all joined our 

hearts together in a season 

of prayer to our Father 

about every one of the 

needs mentioned. We felt 

built up in the Lord, re-

freshed by the Spirit, and 

very hopeful that God will 

guide us with His wisdom 

as we face future evange-

lism in Japan. 

  Every year, preachers from 

both Tokyo, Shizuoka, and 

Ibaraki gather for what is 

called the  Zendenken or “All

-Japan Preacher’s Workshop”  

In an effort to unite with 

those in the Christian Church 

fellowship, who share the 

Restoration Movement herit-

age, we went to Shinshu Bi-

ble Camp this year in Nagano 

Prefecture.  Leslie Taylor and 

I had never been to the Bible 

Camp, but were able to find 

it with good navigational 

devices. The camp has a long 

history of use among the 

Christian Church, and we 

found it to be a beautiful 

setting and location for the 

workshop. 

   The topic this year was 

“Worship and Evangelism” 

with Bro. Fukushima starting 

off our discussion by focus-

ing on the connection of a 

devoted life and evangelistic 

outreach. Bro. Ikeda gave a 

historical background of our 

various groups in Restoration 

history in Japan and leading 

up to the present day situa-

tion.  

Other speakers such as Bro. 

Adachi, Bro. Yokomizo, Bro. 

Yoshiya Noguchi, and Bro. 

Obata spoke of caution in 

evangelism, attractiveness in 

presentations, methods for 

more effectiveness, and prac-

tical details of how our wor-

ship effects our spiritual wit-

ness in daily outreach evange-

lism.  

   Bro. Joel Osborne and Bro. 

Akaboshi updated us all on 

current efforts being made to 

help the victims of earth-

quakes in both Tohoku 

(northern Japan)  and in Ku-

mamoto (southern Japan). 

  Former students of the Ja-

pan School of Evangelism 

(JSE) and current students attended 

to meetings, eagerly learning all they 

can for helping spread the Good 

News. 

   One event we had not anticipated 

was missionary Bro. Marlin Ray 

having severe pains requiring an 

ambulance to be called.  Brothers 

Aikawa and Nishimura rode with 

him in the ambulance.  He was able 

to get treatment from the emergency 

ward of a nearby hospital and re-

leased to return home. We were 

thankful for the prompt answer to 

our prayers for him. 

    From all around Japan, the 

preachers and missionaries had op-

portunity to report on various cur-

rent efforts being made and the 

needs we what needs there are in 

each of the different places around 

the brotherhood. Leslie Taylor and I 

had an opportunity to report about 

what is going on at the Matsudo 

church, and about the big changes 

for our congregation we anticipate 

this year and in 2017, including our 

departure from the Matsudo church 

in the summer of 2017.  Bro. Shino-

zaki explained in a sad announce-

ment of his departure from his long 

work at the Numazu Church of 

Christ, due to his wife’s illness.  

one helped with repairing, scrub-

bing, polishing, sorting, throwing 

away trash, and getting every-

thing straightened up for good 

use. 

    One Sunday in July I was in-

vited to preach at Tachikawa 

while Leslie spoke at Matsudo. 

Later on Bro. Fukushima has a 

cancellation on a trip to speak in 

Sendai and came to preach in-

stead at Matsudo. It has been 

   On many hot summer days, it 

seemed the only relief was finding 

an air conditioned location or keep-

ing our fans blowing on us since 

both daytime and night time has 

been hot with a lot of humidity. 

Leslie Taylor braved the heat on 

several occasions to do yard work 

and keep the grass mowed, which I 

greatly appreciated. Occasionally we 

all joined in to have a church clean-

up day. There was no lack of things 

that could be cleaned up, so every-

nearly 20 years since he had 

visited out congregation. 

    On July 23rd, Leslie and Sara 

planned a Kids Summer Party 

at which he spoke and the 

neighborhood children played 

games and even had a “breaking 

the watermelon” fun time. At 

man of these and similar events, 

Sisters Nakama and Sanpei help 

with the children too.  Occa-

sionally I get a chance to just 

All-Japan Preacher’s Workshop 2016 (Zendenken) in Nagano 

Working Steadily for the Lord Through a Hot Summer 

Page 2  The Japanese Lantern  Volume 11, Issue 3  

“hang out” with friends. 

The Taylors have invited 

me over sometimes, but 

also Bro. Tadayoshi  Ai-

kawa and I enjoyed a 

movie downtown once 

and Sis. Nakano invited 

me to join her family for 

fireworks and a meal.  At 

her house I got a chance 

to speak to some who 

had heard the gospel for 

the first time.  

“Behold how good and 
pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell to-
gether in unity”  

                Psalm 133:1 



   Bro. Dwight and Sis. Jose-

phine Albright arrived in 

August to help the Tachikawa 

congregation during the sum-

mer months.  They have 

come multiple times to Japan 

to teach, build up, and en-

courage brothers and sisters 

in many parts of Japan.  This 

time their focus is on the 

Tachikawa congregation pri-

marily, but on occasion they 

get to other locations as well. 

From September, Dwight will 

be holding a series of lessons 

which are termed the 

“Summer Special” - mainly 

sick members in the hospital. 

They were even able to use Skype 

from the hospital to comfort his 

mother in the U.S. It has been a 

pleasure in this short time to 

know John. 

    John rode with me by car to 

Matsudo soon after he arrived 

and got to see the Matsudo build-

ing and meet the Taylor family. 

We spent  time talking about the 

church and mission work in Ja-

pan.  He also got to meet and 

visit Bro. Nao Fukushima, share 

a meal and see the Tachikawa 

building as well. 

John Phillis’ Begins Work at Yokota Church of  Christ 

News and Notes 

New Summer Arrival at Yokota  

    In mid-July, Bro. John Phil-

lis from Albuquerque, New 

Mexico arrived to begin a 90 

day program at the Yokota 

Church of Christ. The congre-

gation asked John to come and 

help them with advertising, 

building up the English-

speaking program, teaching, 

and preaching regularly from 

mid-summer to Fall.  He is 

using largely materials from 

the “House to House/Heart 

and Heart” materials - great 

resources which have benefited 

many to build Christian homes 

throughout the world. 

   Bro. Masa Nonogaki spent 

time with the paperwork for 

John to come and trying to pro-

vide all he would need while 

here.  John is dedicated to reach-

ing out to those on base to invite 

them to church - going where we 

civilians cannot go. He’s also 

gone online to improve Yokota’s 

Facebook pages and is in the 

process of networking with other 

military brothers and sisters 

throughout Japan. Residing in 

the church building, he has 

what he needs to live and is 

able to go out from there 

where he needs to around 

town. Masa and John went 

together to visit one of the 

learn all they can about Japan, 

and an attitude of service and 

dedication to the Lord and His 

work. Having wondered what 

was going to happen to the 

Yokota congregation, their arri-

val and wonderful spirit has 

been a great boost for the Yo-

kota members. Their faithful 

attendance and participation in 

all the church activities is very 

refreshing. The Lord has a 

wonderful way of encouraging 

us when things seem to tough. 

But we thank God for this new 

family and pray that others will 

follow as seed is sown. 

   About the same time that Bro. 

John Phillis arrived this summer 

at Yokota church, a new family 

was also added to the Yokota 

congregation. Chuck and Aman-

da Kropog with their three chil-

dren from West Virginia. Chuck 

and Amada have shown a thirst 

for Bible study, a willingness to 

the car he was driving was hit 

by a woman who had been tex-

ting and was not paying atten-

tion on the road. Unfortunately, 

Bro. Ray could not get out of 

her way and got slammed in the 

side, suffering such injury that 

surgery on his legs was required 

even though his life was spared 

Thankfully his surgeries were 

successful and he is in the pro-

cess of rehabilitation.  Your 

prayers for his recovery and 

 1.  Christian Birthday:  Au-

gust 23rd marked for me 54 

years since I was baptized into 

Christ as a boy at Tachikawa 

church building. It seemed an 

appropriate time to review my 

walk with the Lord and think 

about what His will for me is 

from now on. I thank God for 

my salvation in Jesus! 

 2.  Another Scare for Marlin 

Ray:  As Bro. Ray was leaving 

the Tomobe church building, 

healing are greatly welcomed.  

3.  Bro. Mark Franklin’s wife 

has had great improvement on 

her eyes for which we had been 

praying. They are once again 

renewing their commitment 

come to Japan as fulltime mis-

sionaries around mid-November 

or early December, 2016. 

4. Ochanomizu Ladies Bible 

Class:  I’m continuing each 

month to teach from the book of 
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Acts to a group of ladies at the 

Ochanomizu building. We are 

now beginning Acts 7. Please 

keep them in prayer. 

5. Internet Tools:  Using both 

Facebook and Skype may be 

challenging to some, but I’m 

finding them to be useful tools, 

for fellowship and evangelism. 

  May the Lord richly bless your 

life and guide you daily as we 

work in our own unique ways 

for His Kingdom. 

dealing with topics of great 

interest and sometimes of 

some difficulty in interpreta-

tion, so we are all looking for-

ward to this opportunity for 

study and growth.  We appreci-

ate so much their labor of love 

for the Lord’s kingdom. Please 

remember them in prayer. 

Albrights Arrive at Tachikawa - Summer Special 



Fellowship Meal with Tachikawa 

Christians in June, 2016 when 

Steve spoke on 4th Sunday 

Bro John Phillis (center) with Bro. 

Masa Nonogaki and Bro. Brandon  

Griffin at Yokota church - July, 2016 

Matsudo members - Umezawas   

with friends from  Hitachi church 

2016 All-Japan Preacher’s Meeting at 

Shinshu Bible Camp in Nagano 

Prayer Requests 

 For faith and wisdom as we 

seek new personnel  to work 

in ministry at Matsudo church. 

 Continued recovery for Bro. Tamura and 

Bro. Kakusho, who have been ill. 

 For the Taylor family’s work with local 

families and for wisdom as they transition 

to the States next summer. 

 For Yokota church seeking more mem-

bers and leadership for growth 

 For God to help Matsudo members to 

grow spiritually in faith and love. 

 For Steve in his transition as He seeks the 

Lord’s will for his future. 

 For continuing relief efforts for earth-

quake care, and support in Eastern Japan 

and also in Southern Japan.  

Contact Information 

Steve Carrell 

Dai 2 Marukame Haitsu 

201 

Minami Hanashima 3-44-6 

Matsudo, Japan 271-0065 

 

Home phone: 047-368-7822 

(Japan country code 81) 

 

Steve’s e-mail: 

fujikid76@yahoo.com 

Gearing Up for Autumn 

  As summer typhoons brought rain and 

as the hot weather gradually cools down, 

many friends both in Japan and the U.S. 

have returned from their vacations and 

are gearing up for school days and regu-

lar work routines. My son’s wife, Shi, is 

starting her new year and has fixed up 

her classroom. Debbie’s sister Teresa is 

again working in the library in Clyde, TX. 

Here in Japan Sis. Sanpei has her kinder-

garten to manage again and both at 

Matsudo and Yokota churches the chil-

dren are getting used to studying again 

after a busy summer of activities.   

    I’m thinking ahead to classes for next 

year, looking over topics for sermon 

preparations throughout the year and 

trying to stay up with what is happening 

among our brethren in the church and 

events happening in our world. I always 

like to be up on topics which may need 

explanation or counseling, so there is 

always something to study. Sometimes 

people call with specific questions. Other 

times I try to help Facebook friends or 

people from our church. Being prepared 

is both a challenge and a privilege. 

    In upcoming months I’m anticipating 

new missionary arrivals and will also be 

applying myself for possible work posi-

tions in the States while preparing for 

Matsudo’s transitions for next year. 

Please pray that we may be wise in these 

decisions and always seek the Lord’s will. 

In His service, 

Steve Carrell 
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Shining the Light of the  

Gospel in Japan 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light 

for my path.”  (Psalms 119:105)  
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