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M a t s u d o  C h u r c h  o f  C h r i s t  

   This issue of the Japanese 
Lantern is being completed 
in Seoul, Korea.  It’s an 
interesting story which I 
hope to explain later in this 
report.   

   As cold winter days are 
now upon us in Matsudo, I 
am thankful for all the 
various meetings which 
started in the summer and 
have continued into the 
Fall.  Bro. Dwight Albright 
gave a special presentation 
on JSE (Japan School of 
Evangelism) Foundation 
Day about the history of 
the school since very soon 
it is hoped to be the 30th 
year since the beginning of 
the school.  

  Just before this meeting, 
on a trip to Matsudo city 
office to pay regular bills, it 
was unusual they were tak-
ing longer than usual. The 
officials informed me my 

Residence Card was expired! 
I was shocked and couldn’t 
believe my blunder. Trying to 
contact Immigration immedi-
ately, I didn’t make it that 
day and it happened to be a 3 
day weekend with offices 
closed. So I went ahead to 
the JSE meeting and part of 
the Teacher’s meeting too, 
determined to go first thing 
on Tuesday morning (20th) 
to Immigration offices in an 
effort to plead my case.  

   In the meantime, I had also 
planned a trip to Cebu Is-
land, Philippines to visit the 
Ethos School there. I was 
now concerned how all this 
would affect my status in 
Japan.  So my error of over-
looking the expiration had 
turned out to be a much 
bigger problem than I had 
initially realized. The rest of 
this story will continue on 
page 2.  Little did I know 

what more would be in store 
for me due to this  one error. 

    In the meantime, I thor-
oughly enjoyed Dwight’s 
summer classes, as well as his 
historical overview of JSE 
history.  My stress level was 
rising as I thought about my 
status, the upcoming Cebu 
trip, and how I should plan 
for my future when my cur-
rent status as a missionary 
was in jeopardy.  I didn’t feel 
comfortable telling others 
about my situation quite yet 
until I could actually go to 
Immigration and find out 
exactly how I was being 
viewed about it all.   

   I had also agreed to start a 
new class at Yokota when 
Bro. John Phillis left, so on 
top of my other concerns, 
that preparation had to be 
done. I prayed to the Lord 
for strength, a clear mind, 
and His will to be done. 

  After John Phillis returned to 
the U.S. after his 3 month stay 
to help the Yokota congrega-
tion, I was asked to teach a 
class and decided to present a 
series which I had taught in 
the past. I had entitled the 
series, “Who Controls Your 
Life?” The material seemed 
especially appropriate because 
2 families with children now 
are attending and I thought a 
topical discussion type of for-
mat should work quite well.   

    Actually this topic (which I 
had taught around 2005) 

seemed very relevant to the 
problems I was now facing. 
So having a personal applica-
tion to my concerns and 
anxieties was beneficial to me 
as I began teaching the class.  

   A special challenge for me 
was to make the topics, 
which included self-control 
in all areas of our life, family 
friendly and meaningful to 
both children and adults. So 
far it has seemed to go very 
well as we are beginning to 
grow closer in our care and 
love for each other and as 

our open discussion style for the 
class is welcomed by parents and 
children alike. 

    Starting out with the laying of 
a Scriptural foundation for our 
study, some books I’ve found 
useful are: “Lures of the Liar,” 
“Traps of the Tempter,” “Love 
must be Tough” and others. We 
discuss control in general, then 
areas all face in our current 
world, like tobacco, alcohol, 
drugs, pornography, media, the 
Internet, peer pressure, etc. I’m 
praying that this study will 
strengthen us all. 
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  For the next couple of days I 
got to meet the staff, sit in both 
English and Japanese classes, 
observing how classes were 
taught and how students were 
responding. The teachers did 
very well in teaching American 
English and some Filipino stu-
dents were doing well learning 
basic Japanese.  

    I also had opportunity on 
Sunday to meet with fellow 
Christians at the English ser-
vices with a special joint fellow-
ship and meal with two Church-
es of Christ in Cebu. I also got a 
“crash course” in the  Philippine 
culture, language, and lifestyle. 
Indeed it was an interesting trip, 
very helpful for learning about a 
unique opportunity, learning 
about a good school, Bible 
teaching going on there, and 
mission work in Cebu. 

    Currently for me, however, 
without my wife, the need to 
adjust to a culture completely 
different from Japan or the 
U.S., and the prospect of teach-
ing English full time, was not 
what I need right now. The trip 
was certainly worthwhile, but I 
decided it would not be for me. 
I did make many friends and am 
thankful to have had the oppor-
tunity to go see it. 

received it and said merely that 
I must WAIT.  If approved, I 
would receive a “Certificate of 
Eligibility” which then can be 
submitted to finally receive the 
Residence Card. Thankfully 
that was all done on one day—
September 20th. But more 
excitement (and stress) was still 
to come!  See page 4 for the 
continuing “saga”…. 
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  While I was contemplating a 
number of options of where I 
might go in the future, Bro. 
Barry Murrell invited me to 
visit Cebu island in the Philip-
pines to see his school and to 
consider working there in a 
unique opportunity. 

   I decided to accept his offer 
to come for 6days, see Ethos 
Corp. (the English school he 
had set up), meet both teachers 
and students (all from Japan), 
and see if this would be what I 
might like to do full time in 
the future.  Barry even paid for 
half of my airfare, as I prepared 
to learn about the school and 
the opportunity there.  

   A great concern I had before 

leaving was whether or not I could 
return to Japan or not, since I had 
purchased the tickets and planned 
the trip before finding out about 
my expired Residence Card.  
Thankfully, the Lord was already 
working those problems out for 
me (though I did not know about 
it at the time).  I’ll be explaining 
more about my status after telling 
you about my trip to Cebu. 

   Barry and I had conversed a lot 
by Facebook and Skype before my 
trip, so I could do as much prepa-
ration as possible before going 
there. He explained to me that his 
school had increased in Japanese 
students coming to learn English.  
He saw this as a potential oppor-
tunity for establishing relation-
ships and for possible evangelistic 
outreach to those students. He 
needed someone who was an 
American, spoke Japanese well, 
and who is a Christian. The offer 
did have great merit and sounded 
appealing enough that I thought it 
was worth going to see the situa-
tion personally. 

   Two Japanese young men, Kan 
Noguchi and Sho Hosoma have 
been working with Barry to ex-
pand advertising in Japan, so 
more students might take ad-
vantage of learning American 
English in Cebu, for prices 
which would be much less than 
going to the States or learning at 
other schools in the Philippines.  

    Kan and Sho met me at the 
airport and escorted me on a bus 
to meet a group who came for a 
great meal that first night. I was 
put up in the dormitory for the 
length of my stay, so I could have 
a closer contact with several of 
the Japanese students.  Living 
with them allowed us to discuss 
quite a few topics.  The Japanese 
students seemed surprised at my 
ability to speak Japanese fluently. 
I was able to introduce them 
briefly to the Bible and some 
Christian concepts. I also gave 
Kan and Sho Japanese New Tes-
taments that I had brought with 
me on the trip.   

that new status, they took 
my Zairyu Card (Residence 
Card) and punched a hole 
through it  (no longer val-
id).  They told me on the 
temporary status I was not 
allowed to earn an income 
from Japanese sources, so 
that would effectively stop 
any support from Japanese 
churches.  

   I asked them what would 
be necessary to be restored 
to be a missionary with a 
Residence Card again and 
they said I would need to 
redo all the paperwork 
from scratch.  I immediate-
ly asked for those papers 
and filled them out since I 
would need some income 
from some Japanese 

   As I explained before, due to an 
unfortunate turn of events, my 
negligence in overlooking  the 
expiration date on my Japan Resi-
dence Card has led to quite a 
stressful ordeal, which has yet to 
be resolved. 

   On September 20th, I went di-
rectly to the Immigration office in 
Shinagawa, dragging my suitcase 
from my overnight stay at the 
teacher’s meeting. That must have 
been funny for those watching. I 
had 2 letters signed and stamped 
by Bro. Minoru Tamura of our 
Matsudo church, hoping to quick-
ly resolve the problem. 

    First Immigration officials gave 
me a 90 day “Temporary Stay” 
sticker which they put in my pass-
port, so I would not be an illegal 
alien or be deported. Along with 

sources to live in Japan. After all 
was done, they said I still needed 
another document with the 
“official church stamp” on it. I 
made the observation that I had 
been there from 9:30 a.m. until 
2 p.m. complying with every-
thing they asked for and that 
going to get the papers stamped 
as they required would not get 
me back before their closing time 
at 4 p.m. They agreed and gave 
me a document which acknowl-
edges that they had received all 
the necessary paperwork except 
that one document. So I rushed 
home, got Bro. Tamura to put 
the “proper stamp” on their 
document, then rushed to get it 
in the mail, special delivery be-
fore the P.O. closed at 5 p.m. 
Checking back 2 days later, they 

Working on Difficulties with Resident Status 

Survey Trip to Cebu Island, Philippines 

“Behold how good and pleas-
ant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity”  

                Psalm 133:1 



    In my family, October and 
November have been great 
times of celebration.  

   My mother was born Octo-
ber 5th, which is also Matt’s 
birthday, and happens to be 
the day Debbie and I met!  
Matt and Shi were married 
10 years ago on October 
21st, which interestingly 
enough happens to be Cor-
ban’s birthday. He celebrated 
his 5th birthday this year. 
Debbie’ birthday had been 
October 24th, so I thought of 
her this year too, but I’ll miss 
being able to celebrate it.  

4. Four Days in Seoul:  It has 
been another adventure finding 
my way around Seoul, speaking 
very little Korean. But it’s been 
good. More in my next report. 

5. Trusting God’s Guidance:  
My focus will be packing, prepar-
ing to move to the U.S., working 
on how life will change, helping 
the Taylors and Matsudo church 
in this major adjustment, and 
trying to cover all the details. I’m 
praying for God’s wisdom and 
guidance moving forward. 

   Catelyn’s birthday is November 
15th. For both Corban and Cate-
lyn, through Amazon, I was able to 
get them presents they enjoyed. 
Lots to be thankful for in these 
two months for my family. 
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  I was delighted that Leslie and 
Sara Taylor invited me over on 
Thanksgiving Day to share a 
fabulous meal that Sara worked 
very diligently to prepare. Not 
only was their turkey, but also 
dressing, sweet potato casserole, 
green bean casserole, mashed 
potatoes with gravy, apple cider, 

and for desert, both pumpkin 
pie AND pecan pie.   

    As we sat around the table 
together, Leslie suggested we 
all tell something for which 
we can be thankful this past 
year.  If we all would stop to 
count our many blessings, we 
can truly see the Lord’s hand 
in so many of our daily, 
monthly, and yearly activities.  

   The children then cleaned 
up and got ready for bed, 
while we visited a while long-
er. It was truly one of the best 
Thanksgivings in true Ameri-
can style that I have had in a 
very long time! 

    One day as I was going to my 
frequent neighborhood store at 
7/11 to buy my evening meal, 
the daughter of my landlord 
suddenly appeared and called 
out my name.  I told her I was 
headed to the store to buy my 
supper and she urged me instead 
to come over to the home of her 
parents, the Nakajima family, my 
landlord, to join them all for 
supper.  I didn’t want to be an 
imposition, but she was very 
insistent that I come over, so I 
agreed to join them.  

    After meeting everybody and 
enjoying their wonderful meal, it 
was quite interesting that they 

discussing this with preachers 
in Japan and the Ochanomizu 
church elders. Your prayers 
would be appreciated. 

 2.  Visiting the Rays and Shi-
rosato Church  On December 
17th I went to spend a night 
with Marlin and Jeanne Ray. It 
gave me an opportunity to see 
some progress he’s making on 
healing from his accident. But 
it still will take a long time. 

 1.  Future Planning:  After my 
trip to Cebu, I had also consid-
ered teaching in Oklahoma for 
while, but that didn’t work out. 
So now my sights are set on 
moving to Abilene, TX next 
summer around the same time 
that the Taylors leave for the 
States. Our congregation is pray-
ing about and working to find 
someone to work at Matsudo 
church when we leave. We’re 

Please keep the Rays in your 
prayers. The followsing morning 
I met Bro. Jim Holmes who guid-
ed me to the Shirosato congrega-
tion where I shared a sermon on 
the birth of Christ, our hope for 
the future. 

3.  Yokota members visit: Bro. 
Masa Nonogaki, Amanda Kro-
pog and her children and Bran-
don Griffin drove with the help 
of a GPS to Matsudo for a visit. 
It was fun showing them around. 

Thanksgiving with the Taylors / Impromptu Meal with Landlord 

News and Notes 

ing all that well, so Leslie 
brought some of hs own 
from home. We also 
worked on sermons for 
December with the theme,  
“What Jesus shows us in 
His birth”. We pray some 
can hear the gospel this 
way.  

   Each November, our congrega-
tion works together to clean up 
our small church building. This 
not only gets rid of a lot of “junk” 
that has accumulated over the 
year, but is also in preparation for 
various Christmas activities which 
we anticipate coming up in De-
cember.  We all enjoy working 
together, sharing faith with each 
other, and making plans to help 
further our community outreach.  

   Leslie and I are generally as-
signed the job of stringing lights 
all around the yard and keep them 
there all through December and 
into the new year as well.  Some of 
the lights this year were not work-

Church Cleanup and Winter Preparations 
Family Celebrations 

wanted to know my opinion about 
who I thought might be our new pres-
ident. This was before the election, so 
they were completely surprised when 
told them that I was quite sure that 
Donald Trump would be the new 
President . It made for a very lively 
discussion that night. I told them to 
just wait and see.  They were extreme-
ly doubtful, but a few days later, very 
surprised by his win. It was not a 
topic I normally bring up, but they 
were interested so I told them. 



Staying in the home of Marlin and 

Jeanne Ray in Sumiyoshi             

in Ibaraki 

Fellowship meal after worship          

at the Shirosato Church of Christ      

in Ibaraki 

The Lotte Mart Shopping Mall at 

Seoul Station, South Korea 

Yokota Church Members visit my 

home in Matsudo November 26th 

Prayer Requests 

 For faith and wisdom as we 
seek new personnel  to work 
in ministry at Matsudo 
church. 

 Continued recovery for Bro. Tamura and 
Bro. Kakusho, who have been ill. 

 For the Taylor family’s work with local 
families and for wisdom as they transition 
to the States next summer. 

 For Yokota church seeking more members 
and leadership for growth 

 For God to help Matsudo members to 
grow spiritually in faith and love. 

 For Steve in his status and for his transi-
tion, seeking  the Lord’s will for his future. 

 For continuing relief efforts for earthquake 
care, and support in Eastern Japan and also 
in Southern Japan.  

Contact Information 

Steve Carrell 

Dai 2 Marukame Haitsu 201 

Minami Hanashima 3-44-6 

Matsudo, Japan 271-0065 

 

Home phone: 047-368-7822 

(Japan country code 81) 

 

Steve’s e-mail: 

fujikid76@yahoo.com 

Hoping for Resolution 

    I called Immigration in October and 
November, but was not given any definite 
date to receive an answer. When I had 
returned from the Philippine trip, Narita 
Immigration officials had given me a 90 
day sticker which was set to expire January 
2, 2017. . I thought surely this will be 
enough time for them to make up their 
minds. But after a number of calls with no 
answer, I took a special trip to Shinagawa 
Immigration asking them what to do, be-
cause Narita officials said don’t leave the 
country, but Shinagawa officials said you 
might need to leave. Their offices are 
closed December 29th to January 4th They 
also said I could not get an extension just 
waiting in Japan. SO I was forced to de-
cide to leave Japan and return to get an-
other 90 day “temporary stary” sticker 
until they hopefully will finally make their 
decision.  And that is why this newsletter 
is coming to you from Seoul, Korea, where 
I’m taking a little R&R to take away my 
stress, get another 90 day extension (which 
they confirmed before I left Narita), to see 
South Korea (which I had not seen for 
about 30 years), and to pray for resolution 
of this issue!  Your prayers would be very 
welcome that this can finally resolve my 
error of overlooking the expiration date 
on my Residence Card. 

    The funny thing is, I’m working on 
plans for leaving Japan next summer any-
way, and perhaps moving to Abilene, TX. 
But let’s save all that for my next newslet-
ter. Let us always trust the Lord and leave 
all the details of our lives in His hands! 

In His service, 

Steve Carrell 

Click here for Japan 
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Shining the Light of the  

Gospel in Japan 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light for my path.”  (Psalms 119:105)  
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