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皆さん、こんにちは！ Hello everyone! We hope life is going well for you and that this newsletter finds you 
blessed. We hope you’ll enjoy reading about what we’ve been up to for the last few months. 
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With Madeleine in youchien (Japanese kindergarten) current-
ly, we were treated to a special event at the beginning of Oc-
tober called undokai (pronounced oon-doh-kai). We’ve en-
joyed another as a family, when Cambria was in kindergarten 
here, and Leslie participated in one when we lived in Okaya-
ma. Basically this is like American “field day” on steroids! The 
kids do various performances, songs, and games while family 
watches. This all culminates in the big event - the relay race. 
The oldest classes break into two teams for this, and Made-
leine’s team won! It all takes a lot of work for the teachers 
and children, and we were very proud of Madeleine! 

 

October is usually filled with several events, including our annual 
kids’ fall party at the church building. We did that again this year 
and had good attendance. However we also had a special surprise 
in October, as our Christian sister Tomomi from Okayama was able 
to come up and visit.  Tomomi was baptized when we lived in Koji-
ma, and that is also where we met our new sister Nao. This was the 
first time since Nao became a Christian that she and Tomomi were 
able to get together again, and as you can imagine it was a great 
joy to see the two together, and even to meet some new friends. Three Christian sisters: Sara, Tomomi, and Nao 

Madeleine doing great in the relay race! 

October 

 

At the end of October, Leslie had the opportunity to speak at the 
Ochanomizu church of Christ, which is in Ochanomizu, Tokyo. The 
Ochanomizu congregation is the largest church of Christ in Japan, 
with about 150 members, so it was a real honor to have the op-
portunity to serve them in this way. Specifically, Leslie was asked 
to preached for the bilingual service. Since Ochanomizu is in the 
middle of Tokyo, they typically hold separate worship services in 
English and Japanese, but when there is a 5th Sunday, they have a 
joint worship, so Leslie preached in both Japanese and English. 
After worship, there was a nice fellowship meal with everyone, 
and after that Leslie and a couple of the ministers enjoyed a table 

tennis match! It was a great day of worship and fellowship for everyone. 

Leslie & Bro. Adachi play ping-pong after fellowship 
meal 



At the very beginning of November, Leslie and a photogra-
pher friend named Anthony had the chance to go to Gunma 
Prefecture to enjoy some of the Autumn colors. They were 
invited by brother Obata, a long time preacher for the Haruna 
church of Christ. Brother Obata is in his 80s, and has been 
serving the church in Japan for many decades now. In fact, he 
was the first Japanese Christian to reach out to our family 
when we were first considering going to Japan. He has had an 
impact on many Japanese Christians and missionaries over the 
years, so it was great to get to spend some time with him. 
 
The trip from Tokyo to Haruna is a somewhat long, so it also 
provided some good time for Leslie and Anthony to talk. In 

particular, Leslie had the chance to have some light religious discussion with him. We have invited Antho-
ny and his wife several times to come out to worship with us, but so far it has not been able to happen. 
We pray that the door will open and that hopefully the seeds that have been planted might bring glory to 
God. 
 
Incidentally, we have also been trying to reach out to our friend Ikko and encourage her to consider be-
coming a Christian. During the last several months, Sara was able to have some important and significant 
discussions with her about faith. Ikko has some association with Christianity aside from us, but various 
things throughout her life have become obstacles to faith. We’re thankful that our relationship has given 
us the opportunity to encourage her more, and pray that we will have many more opportunities before 
we leave. Although we would love to see her become a Christian before we leave, we are well aware of 
the time this process can take in Japan. We pray whether it is while we are here or not, that God will 
work his fruit in her life to his glory. 
 
Of course, as in America, we celebrate Thanksgiving every year here. This year however we actually cele-
brated twice! On the day before Thanksgiving, we celebrated with Anthony and his family and a few oth-
er American friends of theirs. It was great to spend lots of 
time with them. In fact, Sara and the children had not yet 
met Anthony or his family, so it was nice to finally get 
them all acquainted. On actual Thanksgiving Day, we invit-
ed Steve Carrell over and had a nice Thanksgiving meal 
together at our apartment. We also had a special surprise 
on Thanksgiving day, as it snowed for much of the day! 
We heard that it was the first time it had snowed that ear-
ly in the year in nearly 50 years. Although it wasn’t a lot, it 
did add a little bit to the festive feeling of the day. We 
were thankful to have a nice turkey we bought at Costco, 
along with other traditional foods, and to have good com-
pany as a family and with Steve Carrell over. We hope you 
all had a wonderful Thanksgiving as well. 

Email: taylorsgotojapan@gmail.com        Website: http://taylorsgotojapan.blogspot.com       Phone: (336) 838-5695  Email: taylorsgotojapan@gmail.com        Website: http://foreignersathome.com       Phone: (336) 838-5695  

Autumn colors on Lake Haruna 

Snow on Thanksgiving in the front yard of the church building 

November 
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As always, December was yet again another 
busy month this year. Early in the month we 
held our parenting group Christmas party. Most 
of the times at this group we simply discuss how 
to be better parents, but at the Christmas party 
we just take time to enjoy activities together as 
families. Aside from food and games, every fam-
ily builds their own gingerbread house together, 
which is always a lot of fun. Although not all the 
husbands were able to come, two of them did 
so we were thankful for that. We plan to contin-
ue this group until we leave, so please pray that 
the time we spend together discussing families 
might shine some spiritual light into those who 
attend, and pull them if only in some small way towards the Savior. 
 
Also this year we had our annual kids’ Christmas party. Unfortunately, it was the smallest one we’ve 
done since we’ve been here. Part of that was because Cambria and Madeleine were both quite sick 
at home with a stomach virus, but part of it also is that many of the neighborhood kids are getting 
older and so we don’t see them as much anymore even at the playground to invite them. Neverthe-
less, we did have 4 kids come - two were Nao’s children, and another two were visitors. Leslie gave a 
short devotional talk on how Jesus is the light of the world, and what that means for us. Although it 
was a small group, everyone had fun and hopefully walked away with more seeds planted in their 
hearts. 
 
As you know, this year’s Christmas was on a Sunday, so we had a big Christmas day at the Matsudo 
congregation. Leslie preached and the topic was “watashitachi no tame ni umareru” which means 

“born for us.” He talked about what it means to 
say that Jesus was born for us, and used the op-
portunity to share the gospel message simply - 
that we are sinners and that Jesus was born to 
save us from our sins. We had a packed house, 
with a number of visitors. Ikko and her family all 
came, including her husband, and also one of our 
neighbors named Nobu, who works at 7/11 down 
the street, came as well. Nobu even said he might 
show up to Leslie’s Saturday morning English Bi-
ble class, so please pray that he might decide to 
do that some time. We are thankful to God for the 
opportunities at this time of the year, and pray 
you all had a blessed holiday season as well. 

December 

Playing games and exchanging gifts together after a big Christmas meal 

Sharing the American tradition of Dirty Santa/Yankee Swap with the parenting 
group 
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Thank you so much for taking the time to read our news-
letter, and for your continuing support and prayers! 

 

Please continue to pray for us, and may God richly bless 
you in every way! 

 

                 in Christ, 

The Taylor Family (Leslie, Sara, Cambria, Madeleine, Boston) 

c/o Wilkesboro Church of Christ   P.O. Box 81  Wilkesboro, NC 28697 

Final Notes 
 

As we end 2016, we think back on all the many blessings 

God has given us in this year. So many of our blessings 

come from the hands of those who support us, both finan-

cially and spiritually. We know so many of you pray on our 

behalf and on behalf of the work that we are doing, and 

we really cannot thank you enough for that.  

 

It is our prayer that as you end 2016, you can remember 

many blessing also, and that God’s love and grace will be 

with you continually in the coming year.  

Don’t forget! Here are some other 
ways you can keep up with our fami-
ly as we work here in Japan… 

 
Youtube: 

Youtube Channel 
 

Blog: 

www.foreignersathome.com 
 

Facebook Page: 

www.facebook.com/taylorsgotojapan 

Snow covered maple leaves on Thanksgiving Day 

** Return Fund Update ** 
 

As in our previous newsletter, we would again like 

to give an update on our progress for our return 

fund. Thanks to God’s help and the generosity of 

many of you, we now have only $8400 left to raise 

to be able to return home. This extra funding will 

ensure that our return will be stable, and will pre-

vent us from incurring serious debt that would 

make it hard to get our feet on the ground as we 

return to life in the U.S. If you as an individual or 

your church can give in some way to this, we 

would be extremely grateful. You can see the at-

tached letter for more information. 

 

Please let us know if you have questions. And please continue to pray for us, both for our 

fund raising efforts, and for us emotionally and mentally as we prepare to return to the U.S. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZ1N-n12Zwc_QT9d_Uy7OFw
http://foreignersathome.com
http://www.facebook.com/taylorsgotojapan
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In 2017 our family will have completed our five year commitment of mission work in Japan, and at that time we are 
planning to return to America (currently we plan to move to New Hampshire where Sara’s family lives). Having 
moved to and back from Japan once before, we know very well how expensive this process can be. The last time 
we did this, we ended up having to go into serious debt to be able to make the move back to the U.S.  We were 
still paying off that debt when we moved to Matsudo. As Proverbs 22:7 says, the borrower is a slave of the lender, 
and we would like to avoid that slavery as much as is possible this time around. When we move back, we are re-
starting our life in a very real way. We have almost nothing back in America, and we won’t be able to ship back the 
large majority of what we have here in Japan. Facing such a change as debt free as possible would be a huge bless-
ing.  
 
But the simple fact is, we can’t do that without the help of those who have supported us in being here. And so we 
are coming to you all now, humbly asking for your support in helping us return home from the mission field.  
 
We have been helped so many times during our years here in Japan. From moving here to language study, our 
brothers and sisters have continually cared for our financial needs. We are incredibly grateful for and humbled by 
that reality. We don’t take any of it for granted. We know you don’t have to give. But we pray that as we return we 
will again experience that spirit of generosity that will allow us to restart our lives in a financially responsible way. 
 
That said, we don’t think it would be right to put the whole cost on others. For that reason, we are dedicating 
$1500 of our income to moving back. However, we will still need a lot more for our return expenses. Below is a 
budget detailing the total cost for return expenses for our whole family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Put simply, the amount that we are trying to raise from others is $14,500. That’s a lot, but as you can see it’s im-
portant and will make our return possible. We will be updating how much we’ve raised in coming newsletters, so 
you can know how far along we are. 
 
If you would like to contribute to this return fund, here’s how you can do so. Simply send a check made out to the 
Wilkesboro church of Christ with a memo saying “for the Taylor Family Return Fund.” The address is: 
 

Wilkesboro Church of Christ    
P.O. Box 81  Wilkesboro, NC 28697 

 
Thank you so much for taking the time to read this special request. Again, we make this with great gratitude and 
humility. We appreciate all of your support to this point, and hope we can see many of you face to face when we 
return home.  
 
                          Grace & Peace in Christ,  
 
                                            The Taylor Family (Leslie, Sara, Cambria, Madeleine, Boston) 

Special Request From The Taylor Family 


