
Photo Albums 
(Click this link 
for photos for 

this issue)   

Japanese Lantern 

Photos 

http://www.matsudochurch.com 

Sermons in Japanese also 

日本語の説教も含んでいます 

Useful Wordpress Websites 

made recently by Steve C. 

(click below) 

Japan Interests 

Bible and Science 

Yokota Church 

    March 21st marked 38 years 

since Debbie and I first came to 

Japan as missionaries in 1979. 

We worked with the Tachikawa 

Church of Christ and studied the 

Japanese language that first 

year. Other locations for our 

work included Sapporo 

(Hokkaido) 10 years, Hidaka 

(Ibaraki) 2 years, a year in the 

States, then another 14 years at 

Tachikawa, and currently this is 

my 10th year in Matsudo 

(Chiba). The Lord has richly 

blessed us and faithfully provid-

ed for all our needs as we tried 

to spread His message to many 

parts of Japan 

   In August, 2015, my wife, 

Debbie, died from lymphoma 

cancer, after a battle of nearly 5 

years.  She had requested that 

her ashes be buried partly in 

Japan that she had grown to 

love, as well as in a family buri-

al spot in the States.  

    Continuing to work at the 

Matsudo congregation, for a 

year and 7 months since my 

wife passed away,  I came to 

realize that for my own well 

being and to try to be more 

effective for the future,  it was 

time for me to make a major 

change in life. Also my co-

workers, the Taylor family had 

decided to leave Japan after 

working in Matsudo 5 years. 

After prayer, checking out sev-

eral possibilities, I decided to 

move to Abilene, TX where my 

son and his wife live with our 

grandchildren.  Other options 

were also considered, but this 

choice seemed best for me at 

this time. 

    My sister, Joyce, who lives 

in Memphis, TN now has re-

cently retired and she too is 

now hoping to move to Abilene 

as well. Possibly Debbie’s 

mother in Ft.Wayne, Indiana 

may also move to Abilene.  

    I’m currently working hard 

on disposing of my furniture, 

sorting through books, files, 

and many household items. I 

drove around Matsudo to find 

places where I can sell things or 

give things away. Friends and 

neighbors have already agreed to 

take some items and I’ve already 

given several things away. On 

April 21st, CAJ (school) will 

have a Thrift shop where books, 

movies, clothes, and other things 

may be sold. The school may 

also take some books for their 

library. Starting early in Febru-

ary and March, I hope to have  

the load I finally ship to Abilene 

down to a manageable size for a 

shipping company to send to the 

States. Please pray that the Lord 

will guide me each step of the 

way in this new life ahead 

Moving to Abilene, Texas 

The Japanese Lantern 

The Challenge of Leaving Japan after 38 Years 

  Leaving Japan after 38 years of 

mission work and 15 years as a 

child, seemed overwhelming at 

first, but as I discussed things 

with family and friends, things 

have started to fall into place. My 

heart will always be with the 

Japanese people and sharing 

God’s message with them wher-

ever I may find them. After the 

Taylors and I announced our 

plans to the Matsudo congrega-

tion, an earnest search for some-

one to come to Matsudo was put 

forth, with the help of the 

Ochanomizu elders, and the Japa-

nese preachers in Japan. We are 

continuing to encourage our 

brethren to remain faithful and 

have had reassurances from fel-

low Christians that they will try 

to help as much as they can.  

    On March 26th I plan to preach 

at Tachikawa church. On April 

30th, I’ve been invited to Shi-

rosato church in Ibaraki, and on 

May 21st, I plan to speak at Yo-

kota church. June will be the final 

month for the Taylors and me 

together, as they leave June 30th. 

Then July 2nd should be my final 

time to preach at Matsudo before 

leaving that week to Abilene.  

    For those of you who have 

faithfully supported our work 

in Japan over these many 

years, thank you very much. 

In Abilene, I hope to spend 

time reflecting and writing 

about my years in Japan, 

searching out Japanese who 

may be there, and hopefully 

train others to go to Japan as 

the Lord may guide me in the 

States. Please pray for these 

plans as well. 
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clear up any misunderstandings they 

might have about my impending depar-

ture to the States. I have really come to 

love and appreciate each of our members 

for their unique God-given gifts, love, 

and insights. Please pray for them all. 

  While waiting for the resolution of my 

residence status, as I reported in my last 

newsletter, I took a trip to the Immigration 

offices and was informed that I needed to 

“leave Japan” before I could be issued my 

new status.  Realizing that Immigration 

offices would close for the New Year holi-

day and with Christmas coming up, I 

searched for the least expensive place to go 

and was able to plan a short trip to Seoul, 

Korea, for about 4 days.   

    Since Korea is basically in the same 

time zone as Japan, jet lag would not be a 

problem.  However, I speak no Korean, so 

I wasn’t sure how the trip would go for me. 

On the Internet, I found a hotel called, 

“Hotel Stay Inn” at Seoul station. I discov-

ered that the train system seemed to be 

much like that of Japan, so it seemed very 

much worth a try to go there (didn’t really 

have much choice).  I decided to totally 

relax, enjoy the adventure, learn as much 

as I could, and take a lot of pictures.   

     Arriving at Incheon Airport, I found 

that the station for my hotel was about an 

hour away, but that going by train was not 

so difficult.  I found other foreigners head-

ed the same direction and rode with them.  

Next challenge was to search for the 

hotel, not being able to speak any Kore-

an, except a few greetings and such. 

With a map that I had printed out in 

Japan which had the address in Korean, I 

just pointed and “looked lost” until I 

finally was directed to the correct hotel.  

They had my reservation and directed 

me to my room! Success on my first 

goal - finding the place! The hotel of-

fered no food, so my next challenge was 

where to find something to eat.  I was 

thrilled to discover that the lady at the 

front desk spoke Japanese!  So she gave 

me a map whereby I was able to find out 

more about traveling around town. That 

took me to Lotte Mall at Seoul Station 

where I was able to find some good res-

taurants and shopping areas. 

   Also I was able to contact Bro. Mal-

colm Parsley, long-time missionary in 

Korea, who came to pick me up at my 

hotel and gave me a little tour of the 

area. We visited the Hyochang Church 

of Christ and met Bro. Yun Bong-Ju and 

his wife. According to Bro. Parsley, that 

congregation is one of the oldest 

Churches of Christ in Korea. Next door, 

we had a meal together with some au-

thentic Korean food.  Enjoyed the fel-

lowship very much.  Bro. Parsley had 

come to Japan when I was 13 years old 

(summer of 1963) to speak in a gospel 

meeting at the Tachikawa Church of 

Christ. It was at that time at his urging 

that I had made a commitment to be-

come a missionary - having Japan in 

mind. So meeting him 54 years later in 

this circumstance was truly a great privi-

lege.  He continues to work in Korea as a 

missionary with his wife. 

    Also while in Seoul, I finished and sent 

out the Japanese Lantern News since I 

had some time to work on it at the hotel.  

Enjoying my break time in Korea, it was 

good to get back home to Japan again. 

They stamped my passport with a 90 day 

permit, but what delighted me was that 

the day I returned a letter from Immigra-

tion with my COE (Certificate of Eligibil-

ity) was in my mailbox. I quickly called 

them and asked for instructions on what 

to do. I still had to wait until January 10, 

2017 before I was officially recognized 

again as a fulltime missionary. I then was 

allowed to get National Health Insurance 

again. My advice to everyone is not to let 

your visa status expire, so you don’t have 

to go through 4 months of waiting! I 

thank the Lord, though, that it’s now over 

and I can move on with my work. 

on the 9th went to Mito Church of 

Christ (also in Ibaraki) for our annual 

New Year’s Worship.  Bro. Masa 

Nonogaki was the featured speaker, 

discussing “The Work of the Holy 

Spirit.”  It is always wonderful to 

touch base with those I don’t always 

get to see during the year in Ibaraki.  

   Back in Matsudo again, the follow-

ing Sunday I asked 4 seniors from our 

church if they might like to come over 

to my home for a meal and fellowship. 

It was a wonderful 3 hours we got to 

spend together and gave me time to 

   New Years Day fell on Sunday in 2017 

and most of our congregation were with 

family, so I invited everyone to my home 

for worship. Since only the Taylors came, 

we had our worship all in English, then en-

joyed a meal together afterward.  

    Several activities made the new year a 

very busy time for me.  On the 3rd, my 

friend, Joe Bickley from Yokota and his 

wife Satomi came for a visit. Then on the 

7th I attended a wedding in Ibaraki.  Re-

turned home for worship on Sunday, then 

Lots of January Activities 
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“The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
whom shall I fear? the Lord is the 
strength of my life; of whom shall I be 
afraid? ”  Psalm 133:1 



it (she never has guests in her home, so I felt 

privileged.  To both of these neighbors I 

have had several opportunities to share the 

gospel message.  Strong Shinto and Bud-

dhist traditions are often keeping them from 

coming to Jesus.  Please pray for them all.. 

By the way, my apartment is being repaint-

ed.  

long time friend, Bro. Tomoyuki Shinozaki 

is preparing to leave Numazu at the end of 

March.  Please pray for his family too. 

5. Health of our Elderly Members:  I’ve 

now been in Matsudo for almost 10 years. 

Many of the members were elderly when I 

came but in fair health. Now they are regu-

larly showing signs of aging with regular 

hospital visits, surgeries, checkups, etc. 

Even so the spirit of our congregation 

seems to remain strong. “Though the outer 

man perish, our inner man in renewed day 

by day.” (2 Cor.4:16). Please keep these in 

your prayers too. 

could have talked together much earlier.  I 

gave them my name card (meishi) with the 

church homepage address where they can 

listen to at least 3 years of sermons.  They 

could also understand my need to spend 

time with family in the States and hoped 

that I would return some day.  I too hope 

that the Lord will allow that to happen.  

     Trying to get rid of my furniture and 

appliances, I discussed the situation with 2 

other neighbors and offered them my fans.  

They were happy to receive those, so I 

asked what else they would like. One man 

wants my washing machine.  He let me in 

his home and I saw some other things he 

might need. One woman was delighted with 

a mirror I gave her and invited me in to see 

  It was our 

hope that the 

last Christ-

mas time we 

spent togeth-

er with 

Matsudo 

members 

would be uplifting, enjoyable and memora-

ble.  Leslie presented a lesson on “He was 

born for us.”  from Isa. 9:6-7. We were 

happy that one of the staff from 7/11 store 

who regularly waits on us decided to come 

at Christmas time.  We always hope that 

the seeds of truth and friendship we plant 

from day to day in our community and in 

each of our lessons will fall into good soil 

and one day bring a harvest for the Lord! 

   When each of our members are trying to 

use their talents in the Lord’s service, it is 

a wonderful thing to see and it is an atmos-

phere which we believe is well and alive at 

Matsudo church right now. 

     In the afternoon we shared a fellowship 

meal with members contributing their own 

food for everyone.  This was followed by a 

gift exchange time and just spending time 

talking with each other. 

     I’m thankful for the way the Taylor 

family has worked so hard to establish 

good relationships in the schools and with 

friends in their neighborhood. Leslie has 

been using his skills in photography for 

establishing a good representation all over 

Japan.  He hopes this may help him in the 

future to be able to return to Japan in a 

different capacity in business, but also 

provide opportunities to keep ties with 

friends. He also has contributed some pho-

tos for the covers of the Fukuin (Gospel) 

magazine.   

    Even though the Matsudo church is ag-

ing, they do seem to be maturing in their 

faith which makes me glad. It is my hope 

explain in more detail our upcoming 

plans and ask God’s blessing on the 

brethren we'll be leaving behind. 

3.  Zendenken: At the All-Japan Preach-

er’s Mtg. held in June (6-8), Leslie and I 

have been asked to present lessons as we 

prepare to depart. It has been a joy to 

build a close bond with each of these 

preachers we hope will have eternal con-

sequences. 

4. Bro. Shinozaki Leaving Numazu:  

Due to some health issues with his wife, 

 1.  JSE Prison Epistles Class:  From 

April 12th to June 24th every Wednesday 

I’ll be teaching a class at Tachikawa to 3 

students of Japan School of Evangelism. 

I’ve taught it before, so I have much of the 

material prepared to teach. Prayers for the 

success of this class would be appreciated. 

 2.  Matsudo Preacher’s Mtg: Since the 

Taylors and I will be leaving this summer, 

the preachers wanted Matsudo church to 

host our monthly preacher’s meeting one 

last time, May 15th. It will allow me to 

   It is strange that in some of the places 

where I’ve worked, just before or after leav-

ing, relationships and communications seem 

to get better. In my neighborhood, as I’m 

spreading the word that I’ll be leaving in a 

few months, conversations with my neigh-

bors seems to be getting more interesting. 

Some want to know what I’ll be doing next, 

so I can talk about the church and my fami-

ly. I stopped to chat with one lady on my 

trip home and 2 of her friends came by. It 

gave me an impromptu opportunity to share 

the gospel with them. They said that my 

explanation (although they didn’t believe it) 

was easy to understand. It made me wish we 

News and Notes 

Establishing Ties with Church and Neighbors 

Last Christmas in Matsudo 
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that these brethren will remain faithful 

and strong in spite of our departure and 

that the Lord will provide just what they 

need for future growth. 

 



Long time missionary and good 

friend, Malcolm Parsley - in 

Seoul, Korea  December, 2016 

Seniors Party at Steve Carrell’s home 

in Matsudo, January, 2017 

Kropog Family at Yokota Church of 

Christ on Wednesday night 

Year end fellowship time and meal 

with the Ishii family - December 30 

Prayer Requests 

 For faith and wisdom as we 
seek new personnel  to work 
in ministry at Matsudo 
church. 

 Continued recovery for Bro. Tamura and 
Bro. Kakusho, who have been ill. 

 For the Taylor family’s work with local 
families and for wisdom as they transition 
to the States next summer. 

 For Yokota church seeking more members 
and leadership for growth 

 For God to help Matsudo members to 
grow spiritually in faith and love. 

 For Steve in his transition to Abilene, TX, 
seeking  the Lord’s will for his future. 

 For continuing relief efforts for earth-
quake care, and support in Eastern Japan 
and also in Southern Japan.  

Contact Information 

Steve Carrell 

Dai 2 Marukame Haitsu 201 

Minami Hanashima 3-44-6 

Matsudo, Japan 271-0065 

 

Home phone: 047-368-7822 

(Japan country code 81) 

 

Steve’s e-mail: 

fujikid76@yahoo.com 

Vision for the Future 
    Thanking God for the resolution of my 
missionary status by finally receiving my 
Residence Card allows me now to focus 
on spending quality time with church 
friends and my neighbors before moving 
to Abilene.  As I’m discovering answers 
for what to do with my “stuff” - I’m also 
realizing that my time in Japan is growing 
shorter and I want to treasure every mo-
ment I can by spending time with loved 
ones. 

   In Abilene, my children, grandchildren, 
and friends are planning for my arrival. 
My sister and mother-in-law (Debbie’s 
mother) also hope to move to Abilene and 
I am making plans soon after my arrival 
to help them. I’m also investigating who 
is there and how I might be involved with 
Japanese evangelism even in Abilene. I’d 
like to continue to use my Japanese to 
teach there and for those who might be 
interested, to help train them with skills 
they might use to be some kind of mis-
sionary (full-time or part-time) to Japan. 

    It is also my hope and prayer that the 
many ties I’ve built with Japanese friends 
both in the church and without can some-
how continue as I establish my place of 
work Stateside rather than in Japan.  

    Meeting Debbie in Abilene about 42 
years ago changed my life completely and  
together we had a wonderful marriage of 
39 years. I don’t know what the future 
may hold, but I pray the Lord will show 
me what will be best for my future as I try 
to keep my life in tune with His will. 
Your prayers are greatly appreciated. 

In His service, 

Steve Carrell 

Click here for Japan 
Earthquake  Information 

at Park Ave. Church  

Minami Hanashima 3-48-5 

Matsudo, Japan  271-0065 

Phone: 047-362-8858 

Fax: 047-368-7822 

Email: matsudochurch@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.matsudochurch.com 

Shining the Light of the  

Gospel in Japan 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light for my path.”  (Psalms 

Highlights mid-December, 2016 to mid-
March, 2017  (more in the Photo Album) 
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