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Our Final Newsletter From Japan 

皆さん、こんにちは！ Hello everyone! We hope life is going well for you and that this newsletter finds you 
blessed. We hope you’ll enjoy reading about what we’ve been up to for the last few months. 
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As always, the year starts out busy for our family with birth-
days and Sara and Leslie’s anniversary. This year was a very 
special anniversary however, as Leslie and Sara reached the 
10 year mark! It’s hard to believe it’s been 10 years, but we 
have been blessed and are very grateful that God has given 
us these 10 years. We have moved across the globe, had 3 
children, experienced ups and downs, but most importantly, 
have had the opportunity to teach people about Jesus Christ 
together. What blessings! Since we have no baby sitters in 
Japan, we didn’t have any real celebrations, but we hope to 
have belated celebrations when we return to the U.S. 

 
As our time winds down serving in Japan, several churches have 
requested that we visit before we leave. In January, we visited the 
Yokota church of Christ, where Leslie had the opportunity to 
preach in both Japanese and English. Yokota is located just next to 
the Yokota Air Force Base, so it has many Japanese and many 
Americans (as well as citizens of other countries), so Leslie spoke 
on our Christian unity. Although we all have different earthly citi-
zenship, through Jesus we have the same home, same Savior, and 
are indeed family! Yokota is a great place to see this truth in action! The front of the Yokota church of Christ 

Sara &  Leslie when they just started dating 

January 

 
Although our family and brother Steve Carrell are leaving Japan 
this year, we are not the only ones leaving ministry here. This 
year, Shinozaki-san - a preacher in the church in Shizuoka Prefec-
ture (Southwest of Tokyo) - is also retiring from ministry. This was 
a hard decision for him, but he felt it necessary due to some per-
sonal family issues. Brother Shinozaki has served faithfully for 
many years and will continue to worship with another congrega-
tion in Shizuoka, but please pray for him and his family during this 
transition time, and also pray for his congregation as they try to 
fill the spot and transition themselves to worship services without 
him present. 

Leslie with Brother Shinozaki 



As we continue to draw near to our time to leave, we are mindful 
of the people we are leaving behind and the work/ministry that 
remains to be done. In particular, we think of our good friend 
and Christian sister, Nao. As you know if you follow our work, 
Nao was baptized into Christ just over a year ago. As excited and 
thankful as we are to see that fruit, we also feel the burden to 
help her continue to grow and walk faithfully in Christ. We have 
been trying to encourage her in her walk with God, and help her 
grow in her personal walk so she is prepared to continue when 
we are gone.  
 
Of course, life as a Japanese Christian can be very difficult. Alt-
hough there is typically not “persecution” per se, there are areas 
of the Christian walk that are especially challenging here. For ex-

ample, Nao is the only Christian in her entire family, and it can be difficult for some to understand her desire 
to be at worship on Sunday mornings, especially when that is the only time anyone has off here (Saturdays 
are typically work days in Japan). Add in her participation in other church events, and it can become even 
more difficult. Satan uses these as an opportunity to drag down Christians here and keep them from experi-
encing a full walk with God, and will certainly pull them away entirely if he can. Please pray that God protects 
Nao from the “flaming arrows” of Satan, and that she will continue to walk faithfully. Please pray that she, 
and all the Christians in Matsudo, will experience the full joy of knowing God through Jesus Christ, and that 
the stresses and troubles that they may experience will be an opportunity to rely more fully on God. And 
please pray for us during our remaining time that we will say the right words and do the right deeds to en-
courage everyone here, especially Nao as a new Christian, in their walk with God. And please continue to keep 
that in your prayers even after we leave, as we certainly will be doing. 
 
As we mentioned previously, several churches have wanted us to come visit, and in February we were invited 
to visit the Tachikawa church of Christ. Leslie spoke on the importance of protecting our hearts from worldly 
thinking. After worship, we had a wonderful time of fellowship during the fellowship meal. After the meal, 
members of the congregation were able to ask Leslie and Sara any questions they had. One great question 
we had during this time was “how can we pray for the Matsudo congregation?” What a great example that 
question gives! We ought to be praying for other congrega-
tions of God’s church, and it was so uplifting to hear others 
wanting to know how to do that. We are very thankful for 
Tachikawa and the opportunity to worship with the brothers 
and sisters there. 
 
Finally, as we have mentioned before, Leslie is able to teach 
English at several Christian schools in the Tokyo area. With 
March being the end of the school year in Japan, in February 
Leslie had the chance to say final words to some of the kids 
he has taught for the last couple of years. He encouraged 
the kids to look for God’s light in the dark world, and prayed 
with them before ending. It’s a small seed, but we pray the 
small seed may one day bear fruit to God’s glory. 
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Sara and Nao spending time together at a running event 

Leslie preaching at the Tachikawa church of Christ 

February 
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March started with our eyes focused on 
Madeleine’s graduation from youchien. It 
would be difficult to express how proud we 
are of Madi for all the ways she has grown 
during our year in school here. Her Japanese 
is nearly flawless (f0r her age) at this point - 
she sounds very much like a native Japanese 
child when she speaks! But aside from that, 
she made lots of great friends and has blos-
somed into her own person during this time. 
To be honest, it was difficult to see her grad-
uate, because we knew how good a time she 
had and how good it has been for her to be a 
part of that. We are so thankful that she was able to attend a Christian youchien, where she 
could pray each day and even learn Bible verses in Japanese. The graduation ceremony was 
nice - in fact, it’s a very formal ceremony in Japan, as the move from youchien to gakou 
(kindergarten to grade school) is important to the Japanese. Although we are sad to not 
have her there anymore, we are thankful to see her face around home more often. Please 
pray for Madeleine (and both the girls actually) as we adjust to life with them both home 
again, and as they both prepare to adjust to life in the U.S. 
 
Also in March, Leslie’s brother Lloyd was able to pay a final visit with all of us here. Lloyd 
loves coming to Japan, and it was nice to be able to host him one more time while we are 
here. In fact, Lloyd was able to hear Leslie preach twice during his stay here, so that was a 

nice bonus. We all had a great time together, 
but we look forward to spending time togeth-
er again back in the United States with him 
and all of our family. 
 
As March ends and we head into spring, we 
now have only 3 months until we are back in 
the U.S. Time is flying by! It’s hard to believe, 
but we are busy making preparations. We 
have been packing and shipping boxes, but of 
course still have many more things to send 
back or get rid of in the coming months. 
Please keep us in your prayers as we make our 
final preparations for return. 

March 

Boxes packed up and ready to ship! 

Sara, Leslie and Madeleine with Madeleine’s teachers 
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Thank you so much for taking the time to read our news-
letter, and for your continuing support and prayers! 
 
Please continue to pray for us, and may God richly bless 
you in every way! 
 
                 in Christ, 

The Taylor Family (Leslie, Sara, Cambria, Madeleine, Boston) 
c/o Wilkesboro Church of Christ   P.O. Box 81  Wilkesboro, NC 28697 

Final Notes 
 

This newsletter will be our final newsletter from Japan. We 
plan to send out one more this summer once we have re-
turned to the U.S., covering our final months here.  
 
We want to thank you all so much for all the support you 
have given us during our time in Japan. It is humbling and 
we pray we have used our time here wisely and planted 
many seeds for God’s kingdom. We look forward to 
hopefully seeing many of you when we are back home! 

Don’t forget! Here are some other 
ways you can keep up with our fami-
ly as we work here in Japan… 

 
Youtube: 

Youtube Channel 
 

Blog: 
www.foreignersathome.com 

 

Facebook Page: 
www.facebook.com/taylorsgotojapan 

Final sunset of 2016 over Matsudo 

** Return Fund Update ** 
 

As in our previous newsletter, we would again like 
to give an update on our progress for our return 
fund. Thanks to God’s help and the generosity of 
many of you, we now have only $1250 left to raise 
to be able to return home! Words cannot describe 
how thankful and humbled we are by the gener-
osity we have experienced in this process. This 
move would have been crippling without that 
help, and we are so thankful. If you can help us 
make this last final amount, we would be grateful 
as well. If you would like to read it, our original, full 
special request letter is on the following page. 
 
Please let us know if you have questions. And please continue to pray for us, both for our 
fund raising efforts, and for us emotionally and mentally as we prepare to return to the U.S. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZ1N-n12Zwc_QT9d_Uy7OFw
http://foreignersathome.com
http://www.facebook.com/taylorsgotojapan
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In 2017 our family will have completed our five year commitment of mission work in Japan, and at that time we are 
planning to return to America (currently we plan to move to New Hampshire where Sara’s family lives). Having 
moved to and back from Japan once before, we know very well how expensive this process can be. The last time 
we did this, we ended up having to go into serious debt to be able to make the move back to the U.S.  We were 
still paying off that debt when we moved to Matsudo. As Proverbs 22:7 says, the borrower is a slave of the lender, 
and we would like to avoid that slavery as much as is possible this time around. When we move back, we are re-
starting our life in a very real way. We have almost nothing back in America, and we won’t be able to ship back the 
large majority of what we have here in Japan. Facing such a change as debt free as possible would be a huge bless-
ing.  
 
But the simple fact is, we can’t do that without the help of those who have supported us in being here. And so we 
are coming to you all now, humbly asking for your support in helping us return home from the mission field.  
 
We have been helped so many times during our years here in Japan. From moving here to language study, our 
brothers and sisters have continually cared for our financial needs. We are incredibly grateful for and humbled by 
that reality. We don’t take any of it for granted. We know you don’t have to give. But we pray that as we return we 
will again experience that spirit of generosity that will allow us to restart our lives in a financially responsible way. 
 
That said, we don’t think it would be right to put the whole cost on others. For that reason, we are dedicating 
$1500 of our income to moving back. However, we will still need a lot more for our return expenses. Below is a 
budget detailing the total cost for return expenses for our whole family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Put simply, the amount that we are trying to raise from others is $14,300. That’s a lot, but as you can see it’s im-
portant and will make our return possible. We will be updating how much we’ve raised in coming newsletters, so 
you can know how far along we are. 
 
If you would like to contribute to this return fund, here’s how you can do so. Simply send a check made out to the 
Wilkesboro church of Christ with a memo saying “for the Taylor Family Return Fund.” The address is: 
 

Wilkesboro Church of Christ    
P.O. Box 81  Wilkesboro, NC 28697 

 
Thank you so much for taking the time to read this special request. Again, we make this with great gratitude and 
humility. We appreciate all of your support to this point, and hope we can see many of you face to face when we 
return home.  
 
                          Grace & Peace in Christ,  
 
                                            The Taylor Family (Leslie, Sara, Cambria, Madeleine, Boston) 

Special Request From The Taylor Family 


