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we can meet again on the other 

side around God‟s throne!   

   When my co-workers, the Tay-

lors, decided to return to the 

States after 5 years in Matsudo, I 

decided that it was time for me to 

move closer to family in the States 

and to start a new chapter in my 

life in Abilene, TX. My love for 

Japan and the Japanese people is 

as strong as it has always been, but 

seeking God‟s guidance and 

strength, I‟m hoping to build new 

ways to share God‟s message, this 

time making my home base in the 

U.S. What the future may hold, 

I‟m leaving it all in the Lord‟s very 

capable hands!  I look forward to 

seeking those new avenues which 

the Lord may bring my way. After 

prayers about the matter of leav-

ing Japan, settling in the States, 

and working closely with the Tay-

lors and others to craft a workable 

plan for myself and the various 

churches where I have had re-

sponsibilities, it came time to 

announce those plans to brethren 

in Japan, to my family in the 

States, and to my supporters and 

many friends far and wide. I knew 

that making this move was on a 

massive scale for me because I‟m 

leaving my home of over 50 years 

and basically starting a brand new 

kind of life. I felt somewhat like 

Abraham in Heb.11:8, going by 

faith, but not knowing where he 

was going, just obeying God. 

    After 38 years of fulltime 

mission work in Japan, the 

time has come for a transition 

to a new life in the United 

States.  I have had the privilege 

of spreading God‟s message 

mainly in Hokkaido (10 years), 

Ibaraki (2 years) Tachikawa (15 

years) and Matsudo (10 years). 

    Having grown up in Japan 

as a missionary kid in the early 

„50‟s and „6-0‟s for my first 15 

years, I had a great opportunity 

to meet many missionaries 

who traveled through Tokyo 

even from my youth. Hearing 

their exciting adventures and 

experiencing some of them 

firsthand motivated me to not 

only become a Christian, but 

to also commit my life from 

my teen years to missionary 

work - with my focus on Japan. 

Each decision was based on, 

“will this help me be a better 

missionary in Japan?” After 

finishing high school, college, 

university, and working as a 

personal evangelist and preach-

er, the Lord blessed me with a 

wonderful woman who was 

willing to share my dream of 

going to Japan. We married in 

1976 and raised funds for our 

mission until 1979 when we 

went to Tachikawa, Japan, 

where I had been baptized at 

12 years old. 

    Debbie and I spent a year 

getting immersed in language 

and culture studies, had our 

first child who was born in To-

kyo, then we headed to Hokkai-

do to work with the Stephen 

Hasbrouck family. After 10 

years in Hokkaido and having 

our second child in Sapporo, we 

moved to Ibaraki in 1990 for 

about 2 years.  We decided to 

let our children experience the 

U.S. for one year in 1992-93 

and then moved back to Japan 

to begin work at Tachikawa 

Church of Christ from 1993 to 

2007, much of that time work-

ing with Nao and Noriko Fuku-

shima, whom we had met when 

first arriving in Japan.  

    The past 10 years have been 

spent in Matsudo, Japan, where 

we were joined in ministry by 

the Leslie Taylor family in Au-

gust, 2012.  For nearly five years 

of our time in Matsudo, my wife 

Debbie suffered from follicular 

lymphoma cancer and in Au-

gust, 2015, she passed on to her 

reward after a valiant struggle. 

Bro. Nao Fukushima spoke at 

Debbie‟s memorial service, and 

as per her wish, her ashes were 

divided to be buried both in 

Japan and in the U.S. Losing my 

dearest friend has been very 

difficult for me, but knowing 

the faithful Christian life she 

clearly demonstrated gives me 

great hop that because of Jesus, 
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Japan Interests 

Bible and Science 

Yokota Church 

“The Lord is my light and 
my salvation; whom shall I 
fear? the Lord is the 
strength of my life; of 

whom shall I be afraid? ”  
Psalm 133:1 

  A top priority for Leslie Taylor 

and me has been the care and 

spiritual feeding of the Matsudo 

church members after we leave 

Japan. For this reason, in our pray-

ers, preaching, teaching, and fel-

lowship with all the members, we 

have been emphasizing regular 

Bible study, prayer time, personal 

growth, and evangelistic outreach 

for every Christian. At the same 

time, we have been seeking help 

from neighboring congregations to 

make sure there are leaders to help 

in every Lord‟s Day worship, so the 

members will feel encouraged to 

continue their Christian walk with 

Jesus. Trying to provide other 

resources to keep members built 

up and motivated even in our 

absence is one of our greatest de-

sires.  I know many of you have 

been praying for Matsudo church 

and for the Yokota church too 

where I‟ve been working. Thank 

you all so much. 

   The Ochanomizu Church of 

Christ has had a long relationship 

with the Matsudo church. For this 

reason, we met with their elders 

and preachers to discuss the needs 

of the congregation and received 

assurances that the good relation-

ship should continue, even with 

some commitments for regular 

help from the church leaders. 

Every week of each month now 

has someone “lined up” to come 

and help with the preaching and 

fellowship at the church.  These 

men are from Ochanomizu and 

Tomobe congregations. Also at a 

recent church business meeting, 

Leslie and I were thrilled to hear 

several members commit them-

selves to help with various areas of 

service for the church. Some have 

pledged to help in each Sunday‟s 

worship, one lady has promised to 

do the bulletin regularly. To help 

with that, Bro. Leslie worked to 

simplify the design and prepara-

tion of the weekly bulletin, so it 

would not be such a great burden 

for any one person.  

    Leslie and I hope to be as sup-

portive as possible from the States 

as we begin a new phase in our 

relationship with the Matsudo 

church. Your continuing prayers 

in all these matters are very much 

appreciated. 
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Counting Down for Departure 

cially in Japan that is well known 

for being strict about recycling. 

So the final month and a half 

has involved getting rid of furni-

ture at recycle shops, discount 

stores, waste dumps, selling 

things at school thrift shops, 

trying to see what my friends, 

neighbors, and church members 

might be willing to take, etc.  

The Lord has blessed our efforts 

by helping us find those who 

have been willing to accept 

things we need to get out of our 

houses, help us haul things away, 

and sometimes help in going to 

the disposal places together.  

The Taylors will be leaving 

Matsudo tomorrow (6/29), so 

some of us will gather at 

Matsudo church building to see 

them off.  They plan to leave 

Narita airport for Pensicola, 

Florida on the morning of 6/30.  

My plans are to leave the follow-

ing week on 7/6 as Bro. Nao 

Fukushima drives me to Narita 

for a final send off.  Your prayers 

for everyone‟s safe travels will be 

greatly appreciated. 

  Since the beginning of 2017, 

both the Taylor family and I have 

been extremely busy trying to plan 

our moves to the States.  The Tay-

lors have been packing and send-

ing boxes to the U.S., while getting 

rid of things, selling things and 

continuing to work as well. 

    I had to hir a moving company 

which on May 25th came to load 

up all the home and office boxes 

which I had prepared, but mostly 

went through the house packing 

up everything on the spot.  The 

Nippon Express (or Nittsu) Com-

pany finished their work in about 

8 hours, but then there was a lot 

of cleaning up to do afterward.  

Their first estimate was much 

more than I wanted to pay, so a 

lot of things had to be “trimmed 

down” before they came to pack. 

I found that it was not a simple 

job trying to dispose of things in 

my home for many reasons - espe-

http://fujikid76.com
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trash.  Wooden and burnable trash is one location, while plastic, 

glass, and ceramic items are at another location, and electrical 

items at still another place. The system of regular weekly disposal 

has regular trash on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, while 

cans, bottles, cardboard, clothing, etc. is on Mondays. And plastics 

are on Wednesdays. So trash has to be held at home until the prop-

er day to throw it away. Usually everyone follows the rules. The 

community doesn‟t want anyone to throw things out on the wrong 

day.  So even working diligently on these matters for several 

months, I‟m still not completely done in disposing of everything 

I‟d like to. I‟m hoping this final week to get it all completed.  We‟ll 

see how it goes!   

good choice I believe.  I chose Nippon 

Express Company - perhaps a little ex-

pensive, but very professional and thor-

ough. Even after deciding NOT to move 

any furniture - since it is mostly from 

recycle shops anyway and I thought I 

could buy whatever is needed in the 

States, the initial estimates were so high, 

that it made me realize I had a lot more 

to cut down before a reasonable cost 

could be obtained. I‟m indebted especial-

ly to Bro. Tadayoshi Aikawa who took 

many books from my library and to my 

sister, Joyce, who helped me cull through 

many videos, DVDs, and lots of other 

   The process of moving interna-

tionally involves many decisions 

about what to keep, throw away, 

give away, sell, or send.  Without 

Debbie to help me and with the 

Taylors quite involved in their own 

move, it seemed like an almost 

insurmountable task. However, the 

Lord has provided wise counsel, 

personnel as needed, encourage-

ment and help along the way to 

make each step bearable and doa-

ble. Deciding on Abilene and 

starting early in the year to plan 

the many phases of moving was a 

Pulling Up Roots in Matsudo, Packing, and Cleaning Out 

 2.  Finding Homes in Abilene: My 

sister Joyce and I have both located 

apartments in Abilene to live close to 

each other and close to ACU cam-

pus. It is not far from my son‟s home  

so we were very thankful to the Lord 

and both Matt and Shi for helping us 

locate a place to live!  We can let you 

know more when I write a report 

from the States. 

3.  Matsudo Farewells: The Taylors 

invited everyone to the church build-

 1.  Finishing All Classes:  On June 

12th the Ochanomizu Ladies Class 

treated me to a farewell meal as we 

completed Paul‟s Missionary Jour-

neys study. Also the JSE students 

after giving final speeches in Prison 

Epistles class gave me a farewell gift 

as well. For our Saturday class, Bro. 

Inoue took Leslie and me out for a 

meal at Bikkuri Donkey restaurant. 

Saying farewell to all these dear 

friends has been hard, but we hope 

to keep in touch. 

ing tomorrow (6/29) at noon for their final farewell before 

heading to Narita. The church gave both the Taylors and me a 

“Thank You” board everyone signed on 6/25. Also Sis. Gam-

ou bought Leslie and me a Jinbei (summer men‟s outfit) to 

show appreciation. We all then posed for photos and everyone 

had some time to discuss our trip as we bade farewell to each 

other. We hope the Lord allows us to meet again either in 

Japan or the U.S. Please continue to pray for Matsudo church. 

4. Other Moving:  My sister has arranged a flight for me and a 

truck for us to both haul her luggage to Abilene on 7/12-13. 

So were both excited about that. Also working on Debbie‟s 

mom moving from Ft. Wayne, IN to Abilene later in July. 

Please pray for all these moves too.   

News and Notes 

Challenges of Disposing Things in Japan 

things (if you‟ve collected a lot) can be 

very challenging. Even our friends are 

not always willing to take what we‟d 

like to give because houses are small 

and space is very limited. In the States 

or on the American bases like Yokota, 

all can be thrown in a dumpster and 

that‟s it.  Not so easy in Japan. You 

normally have to PAY to have anyone 

accept your furniture, clothes, electri-

cal items, household things, and even 

   Not only does “moving” require 

a significant shipping cost, but 

because homes are small and trash 

regulations are strict, getting rid of 
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things. Many other friends, like the Fukushima family 

agreed to take dishes, scooter, food, and many other things 

off my hands. The Kropog family at Yokota church helped 

by agreeing to take a large load of items which can be do-

nated to Airman‟s Attic on Yokota base.  Bro. Tsuyoshi 

Suzuki was willing to come with his truck to help haul 

things to the dump and to take many things away since he 

is in the recycling business!  Even Bro. Suzuki commented 

that Matsudo is one of the more difficult places to get rid 

of things and he is actually in that business.  Today (6/23), 

Leslie and I took our vehicles to a place which will help 

dispose of them for us. DISPOSAL is not as easy as just 

taking it to the dumpster.  Many regulations and rules 

makes it very hard to figure out a times.  But  more on that 

later…. 



Former Missionaries - Albrights 

with Taylor family and Steve C., 

June, 2017 

Ochanomizu Ladies English           

Bible Class, June, 2017 

Matsudo Church of Christ         

June, 2017 

Departing Missionaries - Leslie   Taylor 

and Steve Carrell - June, 2017 

Prayer Requests 

 For Matsudo church and lead-

ers as they continue in their faith. 

 Continued recovery for Bro. Tamura and 

Bro. Kakusho, who have been ill. 

 For the Taylor family‟s transition to living 

and working in the States. 

 For Yokota church seeking to remain strong 

in the Lord and to grow. 

 For God‟s seed to continue to grow in the 

hearts where it was planted and watered. 

 For Steve‟s transition to Abilene, TX, and 

seeking the Lord‟s will for working there. 

 For continuing relief efforts for earthquake 

care, and support in Eastern Japan and also 

in Southern Japan.  

Contact Information 

Steve Carrell 

Dai 2 Marukame Haitsu 201 

Minami Hanashima 3-44-6 

Matsudo, Japan 271-0065 

Home phone: 047-368-7822 

(Japan country code 81) 

Steve’s e-mail: 

fujikid76@yahoo.com 

Joy of the Lord as Strength 

  Teaching through the Prison Epistles has 

helped me see how Paul was able to stay 

joyful despite all the trials he encountered. 

It is my prayer as I leave Japan for the Chris-

tians, friends, and neighbors whose lives 

have been touched because we were here, 

that Jesus remain their sure foundation and 

the only relationship that helps us to cope 

in our increasingly wicked world Paul said 

the secret for peace of heart is not to worry 

but to pray with joy and thanksgiving. He 

said the secret for contentment in every 

situation is to realize that our power always 

comes from Jesus. And our confidence in 

Jesus can abound when we realize that His 

is always a rich supply for all our spiritual 

and physical needs (Phil.4:4-19).  

    As I leave Japan, I‟m deeply grateful to 

our Father God who has always provided 

and strengthened me for every task over the 

years. I‟m also thankful for all of you my 

friends and supporters who have been there 

for spiritual and emotional support in joys 

and trials, as well as generously supporting 

our work over many years.  Thank you all. 

As the Taylors and I transition to our new 

life in the States, please pray for us and 

please continue to pray for God‟s kingdom 

to grow in Japan as well. 

In His service,  

Steve Carrell 

P.S. Contact info to change in the States 

Click here for Japan 

Earthquake  Information 

at Park Ave. 

Church  

Minami Hanashima 3-48-5 

Matsudo, Japan  271-0065 

Phone: 047-362-8858 

Fax: 047-368-7822 

Email: matsudochurch@gmail.com 

Website: http://

www.matsudochurch.com 
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Highlights - April - June, 2017  

(more in the Photo Album) 

Shining the Light of the Gospel in Japan 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light 

for my path.”  (Psalms 119:105)  
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