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“The Lord is good to those 
whose hope is in him, to 
the one who seeks him; It 
is good to wait quietly or 
the salvation of the Lord ” 
Lamentations 3:25-26  

    Moving to the United States 
from Japan involved so much 
planning over many months to 
decide on a place to go, deciding 
what to leave behind, send 
ahead, and how to get things 
going after arrival, that it was 
almost overwhelming. I am SO 
thankful to those who helped by 
sorting many things, taking 
things off my hands, and actual-
ly helped in a lot of my “last-
minute” packing and final trip to 
Narita Airport. I’m afraid that 
the last hectic hours before de-
parture were especially burden-
some to brothers and sisters at 
Matsudo church, and especially 
to Bro. Nao Fukushima who 
drove me to Narita Airport. I 
was trying to dispose of things, 
send things through the mail, 
pack, and say goodbye to neigh-
bors and friends all at once.  
Thank you Nao san for being 
patient and so very helpful dur-
ing that time and thank you to 
Matsudo members who helped 
even after I left Matsudo. 

    At the airport, I also had lug-
gage that was too heavy, so with 
a little time to spare, I was able 
to send it by mail from the Post 
Office at the airport. Nao and I 
had a meal together before I 
boarded the plane and I could 
finally feel a sense of relief, 
knowing that I was finally on 
my way to the States. My flight 
was through Dallas, TX first, 
then a shorter flight on to Abi-
lene, where my son, Matt and 
his family picked me up at the 
airport. What a joy it was to see 
Matt, Shi, and my grandchil-
dren, Corban and Catelyn once 
again.  That night I was quite 
tired and slept pretty soundly. 

   Arrangements had been made 
while still in Japan to rent an 
apartment in Abilene, close to 
ACU campus.  So the first order 

of business was to get 
electricity and water 
turned on and take a look 
at the new place.  Since I 
had not brought any furni-
ture from Japan, Matt and 
I went around looking for 
some furniture to set up 
housekeeping. We found a 
table with 4 chairs at one 
store, then a memory foam 
mattress at Walmart.  I’m 
also grateful to Bea Shep-
pard, Shi’s mom for let-
ting me borrow her room 
to get some sleep. She’s 
living with Matt and Shi.  
Getting some initial gro-
ceries and kitchen items 
also at Walmart allowed 
me to be ready to move 
into the apartment after a 
couple days at Matt’s 
home. Getting my phone 
set up and hooking up 
Internet service with Sud-
denlink were the next 
challenges in moving in.  

   Later on, Matt helped 
me find a car which hap-
pened to be out at Clyde, 
were Debbie’s sister lives.  
After negotiating with 
them, I was able to get a 
very reasonable price on it 
and have found it to be 
just what I’m needing for 
life here in Abilene. The 
Lord is good!  Next it 
came time for me to take a 
plane trip to Memphis, 
Tennessee so I could help 
my sister Joyce pack up 
her things in a Budget 
Rental Truck with a trailer 
for her car on the back. 
We’re very grateful to 
Bro. Dwight Albright who 
came to help us with 
Joyce’s packing and get-
ting the car on the back.  
The same day I arrived, 
Joyce and I decided to 

drive as far as we could toward 
Texas.  We didn’t get too far that 
night, so we got some rooms at a 
hotel which allowed Joyce to 
have her dog too.  Getting a 
good nights sleep, we started out 
early the next morning for a 12 
hour trip to Abilene.  We could 
not go too fast, because the trail-
er with Joyce’s car was on the 
back.  We finally arrived in Abi-
lene, safe and sound, even with 
her doggie, Alfie. Joyce stayed 
that night at Matt’s home and I 
went back to my apartment.   

   The next day, was a whirlwind 
of activity and we next tackled 
helping Joyce get set up in her 
apartment, across the street from 
mine, with some furniture she 
had brought and all the items in 
the truck moved in.  Matt came 
to help and we finally dropped 
the truck off at the Budget Rent-
al service in Abilene and took 
some time to rest awhile.  So for 
the next few days, Joyce spent 
time getting utilities turned on, 
getting things she needed for her 
place, while I worked on trying 
to get ready for the arrival of my 
things from Japan on July 19th.  
Everything which had been 
packed and shipped by Nippon 
Express Co. arrived and was 
unloaded in my new place. Joyce 
and I are both very thankful that 
our moves were smooth and that 
the Lord guided us along the 
whole journey! 

Arrival and Getting Settled in Abilene, Texas 

Sponsoring Church:            
Center Rd. Church of Christ 

899 W 300 S  

Kokomo, Indiana  46902 

765-453-1448 

http://www.centerandpark.org/ 
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    For the first few weeks in Abilene, Joyce 
and I attended the Oldham Lane Church of 
Christ where Matt and Shi go to church. 
But we also were looking at other congre-
gations in town, like S.11th & Willis 
Church of Christ where I had gone when I 
was in college over 40 years ago.  I also 
went to University Church of Christ and 
Hillcrest Church of Christ, which were both 
close to where we lived.  However, I had 
known for a long time about the Baker 
Heights Church of Christ which was near 
Dyess Air Force Base and wanted to visit 
there because I had heard about their pro-
grams of evangelism and conservative spir-
itual teaching.  I was also hoping for a 
place where my sister might feel comforta-
ble attending.  Joyce and I finally decided 
on September 17th to make our desire to be 
members at Baker Heights church known 

to the congregation.   

    The congregation has been very friendly 
and warm to my sister and me and we have 
found it to be a place where we can become 
involved in service through their various 
activities and as a place we can grow spirit-
ually through in depth Bible study, prayer, 
and fellowship each week.   

    One thing I’ve especially enjoyed at 
Baker Heights is opportunities for fellow-
ship and discussion.  In the Bible classes, 
there seems to be great participation by the 
class members and an eagerness to show 
kindness and hospitality to each other 
freely.  This warmth was very attractive to 
Joyce and me from the time we first came. 

    Each week, there is also a ministry to 
Retirement Centers in Abilene and all are 
encouraged to participate as time permits.  I 
was also asked to be a speaker at a couple 
locations in Abilene and look forward to 
that in the near future.  The weekly fellow-
ship meals on Wednesday nights are also a 
way to get to know each other better and to 
grow in our relationships. 

    Baker Heights was responsible a number 
of years ago for helping to establish the 
Oldham Lane Church of Christ, when sev-
eral families went there to help it get start-

ed in another part 
of town.  There is 
a good feeling 
between both of 
these sister con-
gregations even 
now.  There is 
also good rela-
tions with other 
congregations in town for which I’m thankful.  
I was able to attend a recent WBS (World Bible 
School) meeting at the Hillcrest Church of 
Christ at which evangelistic outreach around 
the world and through the Internet were encour-
aged and promoted.  Several of the Baker 
Heights elders and leaders were in attendance 
as well.  I’m hoping that someday in the future, 
these WBS materials can be made available 
even in Japanese to make God’s message avail-
able to even a wider audience. 

     The weekly sermons are currently following 
the theme of One Another and the Parables of 
Jesus.  I like the fact that members are eager to 
put the things learned into practice in daily life. 

bread).  So I have been watching much 
more carefully what I used to eat quite 
freely, to focus on better eating habits. Thus 
far I’ve been trying to follow this new regi-
men with good results. Joyce has also been 
keeping an eye on my health, while trying to 
keep up with her own needs.  I’ve been los-
ing some weight and am feeling much better 
in general.  I’m thankful that the Lord al-
lowed me to find out my condition early, so 
I could change my regular routines for daily 
life.  

    My son Matt also wanted us to get to-
gether at least once a week as father and son 
to go out for breakfast or lunch. This is 
something which I was not able to do while 
living in Japan, so I look forward to this 
weekly time together.  Although I enjoy 
Facebook, Messenger, Skype, FaceTime, 
and many other communication tools, noth-
ing takes the place of spending real time 
with each other. So these weekly times to-
gether have allowed us to have regular up-
dates on what has been happening in our 
daily lives, share what our special needs 
might be, pray together, and see how all of 
our relationships within our family might be 
improved and strengthened.  This ia another 

   Both my sister, Joyce, and I have been in 
the process of acquainting ourselves with 
what is available to us in Abilene and vi-
cinity. Since we are close neighbors, it is 
mutually beneficial to shop, do laundry, 
and eat out at various restaurants around 
down together. I’ve enjoyed very much 

being able to 
establish a 
much closer 
relationship 
with my sister. 

     Since Joyce 
has been a 
nurse, the last 
of July, she 

urged me to get a health checkup at a near-
by Health Clinic. Since I have Medicare 
now, most of the cost of my hospital visit 
was covered.  The doctor diagnosed me 
with Type 2 Diabetes, and I was concerned 
whether it might require medication, insu-
lin, and such.  However, the doctor reas-
sured me that at this point my condition 
should be manageable with regular exercise 
(walking 45 min./per day) and some chang-
es in my diet (cutting down on sugars and 

rich blessing I’m enjoying, living now in the 
U.S.  

    A third area which I’m learning about little 
by little is trying to establish in my regular 
schedule time for visitation and fellowship of 
my neighbors and friends.  God has allowed me 
a great opportunity in Abilene to find friends 
from my past and some newer friends in the 
present, that up to now I was not able to spend 
time with due to busy schedules or distance.  
My cousin Ben Church and wife Liz dropped 
by one day as they brought their daughter to 
enroll in ACU. I’ve found some friends from 
Japan, like Joe and Ruth Betts, Yu Tsuneki and 
her brother Takuma, who now are my neigh-
bors and live close enough so we can see each 
other more often. At Baker Heights church I 
met Dean and Nelda Stewart who knew me 60 
years ago, as well as Tincy Gorman, who knew 
Debbie in her teenage years. I also had a visit 
with childhood friend Larry Henderson now at 
ACU. All these relationships provide rich op-
portunities to deepen our ties over time.  
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Finding a Spiritual Fellowship at Baker Heights Church of Christ 

Getting Acquainted with Abilene and Establishing Routines 
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    One of the programs of the church has 
been a weekly outreach to area wide 
Independent Care and Assisted Living 
facilities for the purpose of worship, 
preaching, and mutual edification.  On 
Sunday, October 15th, I was asked to 
preach at Wisteria Place to a small 
group.  Besides singing songs, and com-
muning in the Lord’s Supper, I was able 
present a sermon from Luke 15 on “Lost 
and Found” - the lost sheep, the lost coin, 
and the lost son.  I shared personal exam-
ples of things in my recent life that had 
been lost, the panic and desperate feeling 
that ensues, and the joy of finding that 
which was lost. Although I may not 
speak every week, regular attendance to 
these meetings at various places in town 
is helping to strengthen the seniors, en-
courage the church members, and allows 
me to use some of my talents to serve the 
Lord. Please pray that these types of 
opportunities can continue. 
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and I live in Abilene. I found out they are 
ESL students of Pam Sullivan, the wife of 
the Baker Heights church preacher. I made 
arrangements to drop by after her class one 
day at ACU to meet Ayami and Rurie once 
again. After exchanging information, I 
invited them to go out to eat and to go 
shopping with my sister and me, which 
they enjoyed very much.  They have ex-
pressed interest in learning more about the 
Bible too and we had an opportunity to 
take them with us to Baker Heights Church 
of Christ for some fellowship and to see 
how well they might pick up some English.  
We’re currently keeping in touch and have 
set up a time to help them learn more about 
the Bible and Christianity next week! 
Please pray for these efforts…. 

    From the time I started going to Baker 
Heights church, I was introduced to a Grief 
Therapy group that meets regularly.  It has 
been personally helpful for me to work 
through my own transitions from the loss 
of my wife and adjusting to life in the 
States. It has been a great way to deepen 
ties and build relationships with the mem-
bers of Baker Heights church. 

   While in Oklahoma, Bro. John Reese, who 
is current president of WBS (World Bible 
School) made me a proposal for possible 
translation work of WBS materials into Jap-
anese. Others may have also been involved 
in this work, but he was suggesting that I 
take some time over the next couple of years 
to work on lessons and possibly enlist the 
help of others to help in the process of mak-
ing Bible lessons available in Japanese. 

    A few weeks ago I was invited to a Japa-
nese party in Abilene where I befriended 
some students from Japan, hoping to get 
better acquainted with them since my sister 

Through weekly fellowship, meals, 
and sharing experiences, it is truly 
enriching our lives for the better. 

3.  Transition Takes Time: I found 
out after getting a health check up on 
July 26th that I have Type 2 Diabetes. 
Fortunately, the doctor said medication 
is not required, but a definite lifestyle 
change needed to happen. It requires 
me to walk 45 minutes daily, and to 
cut down (not completely out) breads 
and sugars.  This month, I hope to get 
a 3 month checkup.  I definitely feel 
better and my sister can testify that I 

 1.  Weekly Time with Matt:  Since com-
ing to Abilene, I found that even though my 
schedule has not been so busy at first, I had 
to actually work to schedule a regular time 
to meet my son each week. We generally 
go out to eat a meal at breakfast or lunch, 
and discuss what’s been happening in our 
lives.  While in Japan, I wasn’t able to do 
this in person, so this is a great blessing to 
me.  As time permits, I also try to get with 
Shi and my grandchildren too. 

 2.  Making New Friends: My new church 
family at Baker Heights has helped both 
Joyce and me to make new friends. 

have been losing weight. We’ll see. 

4. Taking Time to Rest:  After the flurry of activi-
ties during the summer to move from Japan, to 
settle into life in Abilene, getting business settled 
with health, transportation, church, family, and 
communications, Joyce and I both have found that 
regular rest is so important. It is a blessing to not 
have a very heavy schedule, so I’m trying to focus 
on taking some time for resting, sharing life with 
friends, and growing as the Lord would want.  
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Finding Ways to Use my Talents for the Lord in the U.S. 

Getting Involved in Activities for Spiritual Growth and Encouragement 

News and Notes 

and situations they had been 
separated from for a long 
time.  The Reentry program 
provided some ideas and 
resources to help make the 
difficult adjustments back to 
life in the U.S.  Some are 
communication problems, 
some financial, some strug-
gles finding new roles, or 
dealing with drastic cultural 
changes.  While gone over-
seas, some, like me, have 
experienced the loss of loved 

  Recently I was invited to par-
ticipate in Reentry Intermission 
2017,  program in Oklahoma 
designed to help missionaries to 
share their various stories about 
transitions either to or from a 
mission field. Sharing such ex-
periences together freely and in a 
non-threatening atmosphere can 
be mutually beneficial as we 
learn some ideas to help and 
strengthen us for these potential-
ly difficult transitions.  

  Missionaries and their 
families often face depres-
sion, emotional, physical, 
and spiritual turmoil as they 
try to adjust to conditions 

ones, changes in the churches and in 
society.  So being able to discuss 
these topics in a non-threatening and 
mutually encouraging atmosphere 
was very helpful.  I’ve now made 
new friends with a number of people 
I didn’t know at all, but all who 
share something in common as to a 
loss and making a transition.  More 
information can be found at the fol-
lowing website:  https://
www.intermissionministry.org/  



My new home as of July 6, 2017 

552 EN 18th Street                

Abilene, TX 79601 

Discussion group at ReEntry Inter-

mission in Oklahoma, 10/6-7/2017 

My host family - Greg and Mary Jia 

in Oklahoma 

Dean and Nelda Stewart, friends who 

knew me in Japan 60 yrs. ago 

Prayer Requests 

 For Matsudo church and lead-
ers as they continue in their 
faith. 

 Continued recovery for Bro. Tamura and 
Bro. Kakusho, who have been ill. 

 For Yokota church seeking to remain 
strong in the Lord and to grow. 

 For the Taylor family’s transition to living 
and working in the States.  

 For Steve’s transition to Abilene, TX, and 
seeking the Lord’s will for working there. 

 For God’s seed to continue to grow in the 
hearts where it was planted and watered. 

 For continuing relief efforts for earth-
quake care, and support in Eastern Japan 
and also in Southern Japan.   

New Contact Information 

In United States 

Steve Carrell 

552 E.N. 18th Street 

Abilene, TX 79601 

Home phone: 765-416-9949 

Steve’s e-mail: 

fujikid76@yahoo.com 

Keeping Alert to  
the Lord’s Way 

    Being in the U.S. has brought me in 
touch with many spiritually minded people, 
especially in the Abilene community. On 
one of my daily walks, I was able to meet 
missionaries from around the world in the 
ACU Campus center, go to a missions 
chapel, meet great men and women of faith 
who have become aged and some who are 
in the process of passing on the riches of 
Christ to the next generation.  Another day 
I joined brothers and sisters from many 
congregations in town who met at the Hill-
crest congregation to discuss WBS (World 
Bible School).  While in Oklahoma, I was 
again made aware of outreach to many 
parts of the world, not only in Japan, but in 
Africa, Europe, Central and South America, 
and China. What a joy to see how God is 
working around the world, spreading the 
message, providing Bibles, serving in res-
cue, medical, and teaching missions. How 
wonderful it is to be at BHCC (Baker 
Heights Church of Christ) where I can have 
regular fellowship with those who have a 
strong and abiding faith in God’s word and 
are trying to apply its principles on a regu-
lar and daily basis. 

    Reports from Japan tell me that the con-
gregations we left in the Lord’s hands are 
continuing. As I begin the next phase of 
adjusting to the States, I hope to find new 
ways to spread the good news, help in any-
way I can to encourage Christians in both 
the U.S. and Japan (and other parts of the 
world).  Transition takes time and only 3 
months have gone by. Please pray that we 
will remain alert to the Lord’s guidance 
every day. 

In His service,  

Steve Carrell Click here for Japan Earth-
quake  Information at Park 

Ave. Church  

Minami Hanashima 3-48-5 

Matsudo, Japan  271-0065 

Phone: 047-362-8858 

Email: matsudochurch@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.matsudochurch.com 

Useful Wordpress Web-
sites made recently by 
Steve C. (click below) 

Japan Interests  

Bible and Science 

Yokota Church 

M AT SUDO  C H UR C H O F  C H R I ST  

Highlights - July - mid-October, 2017  
(more in the Photo Album) 

Shining the Light of the Gospel in 
Japan 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a 
light for my path.”  (Psalms 119:105)  

http://www.parkave.org/content/4575-japan-earthquake-information.html
http://www.parkave.org/content/4575-japan-earthquake-information.html
http://www.parkave.org/content/4575-japan-earthquake-information.html
http://fujikid76.com
http://biblescience.fujikid76.com
http://yokotacoc.fujikid76.com
http://jlnews.shutterfly.com/

